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ROBIN COOK HAS NO CLOTHES

disregard for the voting system. It's quite

easy, actually. Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe and, until recently, Nawaz Sharif of
Pakistan can provide obvious working exam-
ples (the latter having won more votes in
some constituencies than there are voters).
But then imagine a government that prides
itself on its transparency and democratic cre-
dentials. It would be inconceivable, surely,
that such a government could have a similar
attitude. Sadly not, it seems.

Before the last general election, Tony Blair
promised the British people the chance to
vote on a fundamental issue. Should we or
should we not abandon our currency in
favour of the Euro? Having initially camou-
flaged his own ardent belief in the shift, he
has since set about trying to panic the British
people into similar acceptance. To that end,
he deployed his army of spin-doctors to per-
suade us that the Euro Emperor is, in fact,
wearing wonderful clothes.

Then, a few weeks ago, it emerged that a
small group of Britons had raised nearly
£100,000 on behalf of the Danish campaign
against the single currency. Their plan was to
launch a series of adverts in Denmark, in
advance of their forthcoming referendum on
the subject, explaining UK resistance to the
single currency, and informing the Danes that
they would be in good company should they
choose to maintain the Kroner on 28
September. The Danish ‘no’ campaigners
believe that the single currency represents a
frightening step towards the federalisation of
Europe and the consequent erosion of democ-
racy as power shifts further away from the
locality towards an invisible and increasingly
corrupt bureaucracy. They see, what's more,
that the European Parliament has become lit-
tle more than a democratic facade behind
which the unelected Commission is able to
push through its corporate-influenced agenda.

As such, the sentiments of this small group
appear to reflect those of the majority of
British people and, if polls are
accurate, the vast majority of
Danes. For British anti-Euro
campaigners, Denmark’s
referendum is crucial. A
‘no’ vote may, according
to a worried EU, trigger
a ‘domino effect’
throughout Europe. And
if our own referendum in
Britain produces a similar
result, the pressure on Blair
to resign will be immense.
Which is why his team is
becoming hysterical.

Leaping to the rescue,
Robin Cook, our ‘ethical’
Foreign Secretary, expressed his
outrage that Britons would want to
‘interfere in Denmark’s internal affairs’.
“Their intervention,” he said, ‘is nothing
more than a cynical attempt to exploit
the [Danish| referendum to advance

Try to imagine a government with total

their own agenda.’
All ostensibly honourable stuff. Of  t(SfE

S

course, it can't be right that outsiders should
seek to deform the course of another nation’s
destiny. But is this the same Robin Cook who
condemned Pakistan following the ousting of
a notoriously corrupt Prime Minister; the
same Cook who, with all his loathing of
‘interference’ in the affairs of other nations,
regularly supplies arms to crooked African
governments? The hypocritical nature of
Cook’s intervention was staggering. It is fine,
he implied, for big business, with generous
helpings of taxpayers’ money and full support
from powerful governments, to fight one cor-
ner. But it is immoral for campaigners, with
no governmental support of any kind, to
assist the other. As news of the donations sur-
faced, Anders Panum, Secretary-General of the
Danish European Movement asked, ‘What
would people in the UK say if the French or
Germans were pouring money into a British
referendum?’ Quite so.

Every one of our (taxpaying) European
readers has contributed to a war chest whose
sole purpose is to persuade voters of the mer-
its of the single currency. In other words,
regardless of your views, you are paying
‘them’ to persuade you to support ‘them’.
They are lavishing, without even informing
you, your money on a propaganda campaign
whose target is YOU. And we're not talking
about a few pounds. Each vear, the European
Commission is estimated to spend £850 mil-
lion of taxpayers’ money on ‘information’.
This includes glossy pamphlets sent to 30,000
British schools with a heavily pro-EU message.
It includes CD-Roms, videos and brochures,
all singing the same tune. It includes comics
about Captain Euro, a hero dedicated to the
EU masterplan, fighting daily with Dr Vider,
an evil menace determined to break up the
Superstate (significantly, the good guys in this
comic strip are handsome and unmistakably
Aryan, while the baddies are clearly not).

Much of this propaganda is targeted at chil-
dren and, to that end, a large ‘mobile infor-
mation centre’ bus was until recently
deployed for school visits. EU ‘information’
makes no pretence of objectivity in its

attempts to shape young minds, despite
\ article 406 of the 1996 Education Act
which forbids bias in the presentation
of political issues at school.

£850 million. That’s how much we

as European taxpayers are spending
on a political campaign that we
don’t even support. Compare that
with the few thousand pounds sup-
plied by a handful of philanthropists;
then re-consider Mr Cook’s remarks.

The Ecologist has set up a ‘Save
Denmark Fund’ to which we hope
some of our readers may contribute.
We will attempt to match any funds
received by 15 September (no later) and
will channel, with the advice of the
Democracy Movement, any money
received to the most effective ‘NO’ groups
in that country.

Let’s see what Robin has to say about
that.
by Zac Goldsmith
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Wal-Mart has landed in Britain.
Wherever you turn, it seems, the
mega-retailer’s arrival is being
trumpeted as a boon to the
consumer, the people’s choice.

But has anyone thoroughly
examined the true cost to the
country — and indeed, other
countries — of Wal-Mart’s planned
international explosion? How will
it affect competition? Will
employment levels be worsened?
What will be the environmental
cost?

It is more important now than
ever before that we put aside the
hype, and examine precisely what
type of creature the British
Government and media are so
cheerfully allowing to invade our
communities.
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American retail giant Wal-Mart's invasion of Britain is being greeted with much
enthusiasm. Yet as Andy Rowell reveals, low prices come at a high cost.
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I wish | had the guts to shut up
Campaigning novelist
Arundhati Roy has much to

say about dams, Indian
governmental practices, and

the importance of smaller com-
munities. Paul Kingsnorth meets
her for an exclusive interview.
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Sigmund Kvaloy recalls an effective dam protest
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finds that ecology was alive and well even 200 years ago.
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Scientific truth is like gold. You can’t manufacture it. So why, asks Molly
Scott Cato, do politicians pretend they can?

4 Aidan Rankin
... on why the marginalisation of masculinity, and the denial of identity,
inevitably leads to the fervour that accompanies sporting events.

[iq EdMetcalfe

... on why vegetarians, who refuse to eat meat on moral
grounds, should not eat fish.
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... on the true winners and losers of free trade and
global capitalism.
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E) Dam-busting
Campaigns against destructive
dams can work. Aviva Imhof
sends in a progress report from
Thailand carrying both good
news and bad.

Stuffing Turkey
Tony Juniper of Friends of the Earth reports on Britain’s support for Turkey’s
environmentally devastating Ilisu dam.

The modified East

Following resistance in the West, transnational ‘life sciences’ companies are
turning their attention to the vulnerable East of Europe, says Iza Kruszewska.

The dentist’s tale
A tragic fable about fluoride, featuring the chemist, the water board, the
dentist and his life. By George Glasser.

Deserted victims of war
Felicity Arbuthnot examines a new report that lists the horrors perpetrated
during the Gulf War.

Ecologistreport

Globalising poverty

Our 60-page bound-in special supplement
on the effects of the World Bank, IMF and
WTO on the poorer countries of the world
makes disturbing reading. It shows that far
from bridging the gap between the rich and
the poor, these three institutions are in the
process of widening it.

Turn to the centre section of this issue for
the full picture.
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Cancer charities — are they really helping?

Techno-apologist Bill Joy explains why he’s now beginning to fear
our technological future.

How to use the law in the environmental struggle.

Ecologistreport
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GLOBALISATION: GOOD FOR THE POOR?
With reference to WTO Special Adviser
Philippe Legrain’s letter Free Trade Tirade
(Vol 30 No 4): If the so-called free trade can
improve the lots of the poor in poor coun-
tries, why are 30 million Americans going
hungry in the world’s richest country dur-
ing its greatest period of growth?

The US economy is booming but the
number of hungry has not decreased over
the last four years, a study released recently
said. ‘At the peak of the longest economic
boom in our history, over 30 million people
live in households that experience hunger
and food insecurity — about the same num-
ber as four years ago,’ said Larry Brown,
director of the Center on Hunger and
Poverty at Tufts University, Massachusetts.

Some 20 per cent to 30 per cent of work-
ers earn so little that ‘they’re making choic-
es between rent and medical bill and ade-
quate diet’. Minimum wages have not kept
up with inflation, Brown said, and many
jobs no longer include paid benefits.

Children are disproportionately bur-
dened by hunger, the study showed: 15.2
per cent of all households with children are
hungry and 16.3 per cent of households
with children under six years don't have
enough to eat.

Prof Barry Schwartz of Swarthmore
College points out: ‘What do we know
about the great economic “boom” we are
living in the midst of? The income of the
average wage-earning workers in 1997 was
3.1 per cent lower than it was in 1989,
Median family income was $1,000 less in
1997 than in 1989. The typical couple
worked 270 more hours in 1997 than in
1989’

Prof Schwartz further points out: ‘The
richest 1 per cent of Americans have almost
50 per cent of the nation’s wealth. The next
9 per cent have about a third. And the
remaining 90 per cent have about a sixth.’

Schwartz concludes: ‘The United States
has the highest poverty rate than any devel-
oped nation, and uses government income
transfers less than any developed nation’.

The United States, with its extreme
poverty and obscene income inequality,
shows that simple globalisation (or is it cor-
poratisation of the globe?) without proper
safeguards to protect the poor will only
enrich the rich and impoverish the poor.
This calls for progressive taxation, improv-

edit correspondence where necessary.

DEVELOP AND BE DAMNED

| was recently shown your excellent feature on
the farming crisis (Vol 30 No 4). However, it was
hard not to suppress a dark laugh at Steven
Gorelick’s revelation that ‘in the US... it is not
unusual to find places like McPherson County in
Nebraska, which has lost two-thirds of its popu-
lation... since 1920."

That's nothing. Here in the Alentejo, the
sprawling farming province in southern Portugal
that makes up one third of the entire country,
most communities have lost two thirds of their
population in the last 30 years. In districts such
as Mertola, villages have been officially closed
down, because everyone there has either left or
died. The district of Odemira (the largest in
Europe) has the world’s highest suicide rate (61
per 100,000).

The reason? Farming communities here are
under the same threats from globalisation as
elsewhere, only worse, Traditionally the area’s
forest farms are deeply wedded to their natural
surroundings, with a mosaic of different land-
uses and habitats that produce wild foods for
people and animals, and have ensured diversity
for both local communities and wildlife. At the
centre of this system is Quercus suber, or the
cork oak tree, whose carefully stripped bark is
used for wine bottles, a labour-intensive indus-

ing the minimum wages and working con-
ditions, increased unemployment benefits
and lowering working hours, protection
against child labour in poor overpopulated
countries and a host of other measures.

Today’s corporate globalism, promising
to improve the lives of the downtrodden,
resembles the communist globalism of a
bygone era. Both have something in com-
mon - the former was guided by the lust for
power, the latter by the lust for profit.
When power or greed is the motivating fac-
tor, the result can be disastrous.

With 30 million Americans going hungry
in the world’s richest country in the midst
of its greatest boom, Philippe Legrain may
not have to go far to see the danger inher-
ent in unrestricted ‘free trade’ and corporate
globalisation with its emphasis on bottom
lines and profits over people.

MAHMOOD ELAHI Otfawa, Canada

I'HE MEDIA VACUUM
I enjoyed the June 2000 issue immensely,
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try which has traditionally employed thousands
of people, and a cash income for the communi-
ties themselves.

Now all this is changing as a result of EU-
subsidised infrastructure investment and ‘devel-
opment’ schemes (which impose clearances for
dams and highways), logging companies turn-
ing much of the area into a huge eucalyptus
plantation and now the American multinationals
persuading winemakers to use their plastic
corks instead.

The results have been predictable — mass
urban migration, depleted groundwater sup-
plies, colossal forest fires (one million hectares
of pine and eucalyptus forests have gone up in
flames over the last decade), and the tiger-like
Iberian lynx being declared the most endan-
gered species of wild cat anywhere in the world.

In the process, Portugal’s biggest landowner
is now a logging company, and a handful of rich
Americans have become even richer.

It was hard to find a better example of
humanity and nature co-existing in harmony, or
a more sustainable system of farming, any-
where in the world. But no doubt the latest
international GDP statistics will show that
Portugal has become more ‘developed’.

PENNIE BARDSLEY Alentejo, Portugal

especially the positive dialogue between
Caspar Henderson and David Edwards (Vol
30 No 4). It is interesting to note that,
while both gentlemen make reference to
the myriad information and media sources
made possible by modern technology, nei-
ther discusses the actual reach, market pen-
etration, or effect of these new sources.
They appear to assume that the mere exis-
tence of alternative choices is sufficient to
ensure the public’s exposure to those alter-
natives. Unfortunately, not only has it been
difficult to bring the horses to water, but
they aren’t drinking.

Here in the States, alternative media have
become extremely compartmentalised. The
necessities of the marketplace have led
alternative media to focus upon their partic-
ular niches, and as a result find themselves
‘preaching to the converted’. The vast
majority of citizens still receive their news,
opinion, and information from a main-
stream daily newspaper, as well as the
mainstream broadcast and cable networks.

AHVHENT Ly NYWIDAME T



Only occasionally is alternative information
able to break through this structural barrier
and reach the general public.

Worse, the small number of megacorpora-
tions monopolising the mainstream media
in the US are now seeking to eliminate those
few restrictions on media ownership that
still exist. They are currently petitioning the
Federal Communications Committee (FCC)
to ‘liberalise’ ownership rules. And their
argument? That the Internet and other
forms of direct communication are sufficient
to ensure that the public receives adequately
diverse and varied information.

HARV TEITELBAUM Colorado, USA

LET US VOTE

Reading the debate between Charles
Kennedy and Andrew Wood (Vol 30 No 5), it
struck me that both sides had good and
valid points to make and that, looking to the
future, the days to come would probably be
constructed from a combination of their
views... what Charles Kennedy referred to as
the stuff of politics — ie compromise. And
this, of course, is what society in general is
about.

Herein lies the problem and the reason
why the British people are so disillusioned
with politics and why the so-called Third
Way is destined to be just a political wheeze
rather than anything which would amount
to any kind of substance. Andrew Wood
referred to a democratic overhaul to make
our democracy more representative.
Unfortunately he failed to elaborate.

If we're to be able to call ourselves a ‘rep-
resentative democracy’ then voters have to
be able to feel their MPs represent them in
Parliament, rather than merely representing
their particular parliamentary parties in the
consituencies they are delegated to stand in.

One solution may be to ban the party
whip and, preferably, the political party
itself. Perhaps then people will be able to
vote for someone who actually does repre-
sent their views for a four to five-year term.

Or perhaps we should simply hand the
reins of government directly to the people.
Let us vote on any issue we like! After all, if
credit card transactions are virtually water-
tight on the Internet, why not democratic
voting?

CHRIS MILTON Buckinghamshire, UK

INDEPENDENT SCIENCE

As Tom Wakeford (The Appliance of Science
Vol 30 No 5) suggests in his piece there is a
need for a body which will raise the status of
scientists and bring them closer to their fel-
low citizens. [ would suggest that there is a
body in this country like the UCS in the
United States of America. It is the recently
created Science Council which was launched
by Lord Sainsbury.

The Science Council comprises some of
the most influential science-based institu-
tions and learned societies in the UK. Its first
chairman, Sir Colin Spedding, was a real dri-
ving force with a bold vision to match. The
Council’s recently installed chairman, Sir
Gareth Roberts, has picked up the challenge
and is committed to creating an indepen-
dent lead body for the science community.

With Tom's support, and that of his col-
leagues, the Science Council can do just that.

NICK REEVES UK

MUST PROTEST

Anthony Barnett (Why radicals need a history
lesson Vol 30 No 5) may see parallels
between the ‘self-absorbed violence of the
May Day protests and the collapse of 1960s
radicalism’, but he also fails wholeheartedly
to see the power of direct action against
property by a broad coalition of individuals.

The suffragette movement, racial rights
and other movements have all bloomed due
to non-violent damage against property. So
what if a few protesters damaged a monu-
ment? Football matches inevitably seem to
end in violence. We don't call for them to be
banned though Tony Blair might like to
draw parallels between the May Day demon-
stration and football riots.

The demonstration saw participation by
anarchists, ecologists, socialists and others
who see capitalism as the threat to our envi-
ronment and human rights.

Anthony Barnett has simply regurgitated
the media message that demonstrations are
violent and should be banned. The
Government peddled this message in the
attempt to push through its human rights-
destroying Prevention of Terrorism Bill.

We are heading towards catastrophe. The
last thing activists need is people being
hoodwinked by the Daily Mail gutter press.
We need to work together to fight the dan-
gers we face. Smashing up McDonald’s is
hardly revolutionary, but who can say that
McDonald’s doesn't deserve it?

LINDEN FARRER Oxford, UK

NOBLE SAVAGES?

Sale’s comment regarding the so-called
revisionist depiction of the ‘Savage Indian’
(Vol 30 No 4) attempts to give a more
accurate portrayal of American Indians, but
succeeds only in re-emphasising old stereo-
types of the ‘ecologically noble savage’
who lives in peaceful harmony with
nature. He portrays views inconsistent with
the ‘noble savage’ idea as pure evil - an
academic conspiracy that undermines envi-
ronmentalism. In doing so, he does a dis-
service to the conservationist community,
American Indians and native peoples
everywhere. He insults native communities
by imagining them as pure-hearted stew-
ards, and not as humans with the same
desires as everyone else.

Some of this confusion stems from a
confounding of conservationist actions and
outcomes. Many small-scale traditional
societies of foraging horticulturists in the
Amazon basin, for example, are conserva-
tionist only in the sense that small popula-
tion size and limited access to markets are
compatible with a sustainable existence.
The sustainability outcome is not a result of
deliberate conservationist behaviour in ALL
societies where this has been examined.
Instead, foraging and harvesting is far more
consistent with optimal foraging theory,
which assumes that individuals are interest-
ed in maximising the net rate of food
intake, or income, over the short term.

The ‘soulless’ researchers investigating these
issues are actively working towards conserv-
ing biodiversity in many areas in the world,
and at the same time serving the needs of
indigenous communities that live there.

The moral is that we don't have to rely
on the Noble Savage or the Destructive
Indian to justify conservationist goals. Six
billion people, destructive technologies and
global markets make the conservationist cri-
sis our own problem, and require new solu-
tions that cannot be found in characterisa-
tions of the ‘way it used to be’.

MICHAEL GURVEN New Mexico, USA

JUST A QUICK WORD...

THE POLITICS OF TEETH

I am dismayed to hear that the Government has decided to force water companies
nationwide to fluoridate the public water supply. Is there nothing we can do to pre-
vent what can only be described as enforced medication? The public has been denied
access to honest information on the harmful effects of fluoride. On the contrary most
people are told daily that fluoride prevents tooth decay and strengthens the bones.

MARGARET GEARY Liverpool, UK

Editor’s reply: You're not alone in your fears. Turn to ,ﬁu' miore on the subject.

David Norton, the author of The Crow Vol 30 No S, asks us to point out that Chinua
Achebe, Chinweizu and Leonard Shlain should be given credit for elements of the piece.

Consider it done.
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BRAZIL SELLS AMAZON TO NOVARTIS

The biotech firm has teamed up with a Brazilian
company to patent Amazon lifeforms.
BioAmazonia, a company created by the
Brazilian Government to develop biotech-
nology in the Amazon region, and Novartis
AG, the Swiss pharmaceutical corporation,
have signed an agreement regarding Brazil's
share of the Amazon'’s genetic resources. The
parties agreed to ‘collaborative research’ for
three years, during which they intend to
collect, isolate and identify up to 10,000
micro-organisms (bacteria and fungi) in the
first year alone, Whilst BioAmazonia’s labo-
ratories will produce extracts and
chromatographic analysis, Novartis will be

responsible for the screening. The deal has
evoked loud criticism; many fearing that
Novartis’s unique access to the Amazon's
genetic resources is extremely dangerous.
The aggressive nature of the global race for
life patents has been well documented, and
the management agreement signed between
the Government and BioAmazonia only
establishes basic objectives and goals and
leaves the company free to decide on issues
such as collaborative agreements. This
means that BioAmazonia is essentially oper-
ating under market forces. This may well
leave Novartis free to grab the gains of the
research for itself.

UPDATE: INDIAN COAL VICTORY

The World Bank, the Government of India and
Coal India Ltd have mutually agreed to cancel
$250 million of an original loan of $530 mil-
lion for the India Coal Sector Rehabilitation
Project (see The Ecologist, vol. 30/5).

FOXED

Jane Acre and Steve Wilson, two investigative
journalists who claim that the US channel Fox
television ordered them to distort findings on
the effects of milk from hormone-injected
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BACK TO THE TREES

New Labour has resurrected road building.

John Prescott, the deputy prime minister, who in late spring hit the
headlines for expressing honest-sounding fears on the impacts of cli-
mate change, recently promised ‘no new roads’. No new roads, that
is, apart from 100 recently announced new bypasses, the widening of
360 miles of motorway and the continuation of the controversial
Birmingham Northern Relief toll road scheme. In response, anti-road
groups are beginning to spring up again. ‘Action against the Toll
Motorway’ is campaigning against the Birmingham toll road (action-
againstthetollmotorway@hotmail.com) and the Non-Alignment
Group (NAAG) has been set up to oppose the proposed A701 near
Edinburgh. This £20 million project will cut through miles of Green
Belt and change the face of local communities. Call or

/visit www.spokes.org.uk/naag;

cows, have paved their way to court by defy-
ing three Fox motions to dismiss the case
without trial. The landmark whistleblower
lawsuit is believed to be the first time any
journalist has filed a claim against their own
news organisation and offered evidence of
behind-the-scenes manipulation of the news.
Visit www.foxBGH.conl for more details.

TRANSPLANT DANGERS

Western health authorities have imposed a
moratorium on all xenotransplant surgery
after a study proved that viruses jump
species. Transplanting animal organs into
humans could therefore trigger a global pan-
demic of deadly new diseases.

SOMETHING FISHY

Fish farm pollution is killing off wild salmon.
Whilst John Home Robertson, Scotland’s
fisheries minister claims that persistent
toxic algal bloom is natural and has
nothing to do with fish farm waste
dumped into the seas and rivers, the sum-
mer toxic algal season is already sickening
mussels and scallops on the Scottish west
coast and islands. Diarrhetic Shellfish
Poisoning (DSP) has been detected in mus-
sels, scallops and queen scallops on numer-
ous occasions. The same goes for Paralytic
Shellfish Poisoning (PSP). The maximum
permitted level of PSP in shellfish is 80
micrograms per 100 grams of flesh. In Little
Loch Broom alone, 828mg per 100 grams
was found in shellfish. Yes, that’s 10 times
above the ‘safe’ level. Thanks to a whistle-
blower, Friends of the Earth has exposed
the illegal use of cypermethrin at the
Ardessie Salmon Farm in Little Loch
Broom. According to the Environment
Agency, cypermethrin is an endocrine-dis-
rupting substance and around 100 times
more toxic to some elements of the aquatic
environment than organophosphate sheep
dips. Makes one wonder why John Home
Robertson still keeps on insisting that there
is no ‘scientific evidence’ to show that dis-
ease and pollution from fish farms is dri-
ving wild salmon to extinction.

MCDOMINATION

McDonald’s tactic of buying pubs, enabling
them to forego planning application, has suf-
fered a severe blow. After 18 months of occu-
pation, residents of Hinchley Wood, UK, have
succeeded in forcing McDonald's to return the
lease to the original owner. By winning this
victory, the residents have provoked a review
of the loophole by the Department

of Transport & the Regions.

EUROPE TO BAN LINDANE ON CROPS
The controversial insecticide lindane could

be subject to a partial ban by the EU’s 15
member countries within 18 months. Once
ratified, countries will be given 6 months to




TROUBLED WATER

The last 10 months have witnessed terrible
pollution to the world’s waters; intense oil
spills alone have occurred on a monthly basis.
Last December, a Russian tanker sank at the
mouth of the Bosporus, spilling 800 tons of
oil. In January, Total Fina's Erika
discharged 12,000 tons into the Atlantic
Ocean. Over in Brazil, a third of a million
tons of oil leaked into a bay near Rio de
Janeiro. In February, 39,000 barrels escaped
into Lake Poopo in Bolivia, devasating the
Uru Morato native community which has
lived on the lake’s shore for 5,000 years.
Transredes, the company responsible, joint-
ly owned by Royal Dutch/Shell and Enron,
has refused to pay damages. In April,
110,000 gallons of oil leaked into a
Maryland waterway. It found its way into
the Patuxent River, which drains into
Chesapeake Bay. By July, Virginia fisheries
authorities declared a vast fishermen-free

zone throughout Chesapeake Bay. A vessel
owned by Universal Pearl carried 1,300 tons
of oil, when the crew discovered a hole. The
spill fouled the nesting areas of 44 per cent
of the world’s African penguins. In early
July, a damaged barge spilled approximately
14,000 gallons into America’s Narragansett
Bay. Meanwhile, one million gallons of oil
escaped into Brazil’s Barigui river. Petrobras,
the company responsible, had equally
caused the spill near Rio de Janeiro. Barely
two weeks later, after receiving complaints
of nausea, Petrobras admitted that yet
another of it's pipelines had spilled 1,000
litres of a highly toxic fuel additive near Rio
de Janeiro. In early August a ‘mysterious’ oil
spill polluted 20 miles of Florida's coast, the
state’s worst oil spill in a decade.

The ecological damage of the oil indus-
try, not just from evident disasters, is sys-
tematic and ‘beyond principle’ (bp).

SMALL FARMERS ARE MAKING THEIR WAY

America’s family farmers and their organisations
are beginning to win small but significant victo-
ries in their struggle against agri-business giants.
Their pressure has resulted in the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA) agreeing
to hold a referendum in September on ending
mandatory assessments on pig farmers for
pork industry promotions and to consider
changing rules governing the marketing of
‘captive’ livestock — cattle that the packers
own but which might feed on contracted
feedlots. Bill Christison, president of the
national Family Farm Coalition said that win-

withdraw approval, plus a further 12 months
to use up stocks. Use of lindane in domestic
products will still be permitted.

India’s Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MOEF) has given permission to Maharashtra
Hybrid Seed Company (MAHYCO), which has
a joint venture with Monsanto, to conduct
field trials of transgenic cotton in India.

NUCLEAR PROGRESS

France and the UK were isolated by a
decision calling for an end to nuclear repro-
cessing at the latest OSPAR convention in
Copenhagen. A three-quarter majority,

ning approval for a referendum on pork
industry assessments was important because
USDA rules had to be rewritten to allow it to
happen. Commodity groups and large
agribusinesses ‘never thought it would hap-
pen’, he said.

The referendum will also look into reforming
livestock marketing regulations, which is
important since big meatpackers manipulate
the system and depress prices by using secret
contracts instead of public auctions. The
effects of a growing concentration of farms
has become obvious: of America’s 1.9 million

including five of BNFL’s major customers,
backed a legally binding proposal by
Denmark that supports an end to reprocess-
ing and development of the alternative of dry
storage of nuclear waste.

After three years of heated debate, Australia
and New Zealand have agreed to strict rules
on the labelling of food containing GMOs.
Due to pressure from the New Zealand
Government, which depends for its majority
on the support of the Green Party —and over-
whelming public support for labelling, these
new regulations are believed to be the tough-
est in the world.

farms, 17 per cent were producing 83 per cent

of the nation’s farm product. Four corpora-
tions control 82 per cent of American beef

packing; four other large firms control 69 per
cent of the North American seed corn market

and 47 per cent of the soyabean market. At
the end of 1998 one company, Monsanto,
sold 88 per cent of genetically engineered
seeds in the US. Although change will take
time, the fear that farmers are becoming
nothing more than tractor drivers or hog-
house janitors has built up considerable and
unavoidable pressure on decision-makers.

GERMAN EMISSIONS TRADING

The German stock exchange and
PricewaterhouseCoopers, an international
consulting firm, have submitted a paper on
emissions trading to the Red/Green coalition
Government. It suggests that, on a national
level, trading could be introduced as soon as
2002, An expert committee, composed of
industry members and ministers is supposed
to prepare the logistics of the trading system.
The government would like to see an emis-
sions target, decreasing on an annual basis,
and divided into industry sectors which will
be able to trade amongst themselves. The
higher their price the more lucrative green
energy will become.
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Are your savings as
ecologic

the Ecology...

. . . enables you to invest in a sustainable future. We use
the money deposited by our members to provide mortgage
finance to support, among other things, organic farming,
ecological and fairtrade enterprises, housing co-operatives

and housing associations. We also grant mortgages across Investment ) y « _
the UK for the renovation of run-down and derelict proper- Co-oporativ® .

ties (a form of recycling) and for the construction of new HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
energy and resource efficient houses. cotitact

Put your money to work for a sustainable future. Phone now

for details of our savings or mortgages, or see our website. The Ethical Investment Co-operative Ltd

Mamber of
UK
0845 674 5566 FE.
119 Bruntsfield Place ey ortfee Vincent House, 15 Victoria Rd
Ref: Ecologist, FREEPOST ~ Ny th Edinburgh Darlington, Co Durham PL1 65F
> e Tel 1131 466 4664 Tel P1325 26722

18 Station Road, Cross Hills 1 \ *“E‘ ‘,E c ?‘!‘2 g y e.mail pthicaimoney@gn.apc.ord e.mail freeninvest@gn.apc.or

Keighley BD70 5B /=t
www.ecology.co.uk =k M?f
................................................................ N e R e SPECIALISTS IN INVESTMENTS THAT

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT WILL NOT COST THE EARTH
Further details and written quotations on request. All mortgages subject to status, A
first charge on the property and satisfactory valuation, Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority

SMply@g@‘mc
Food Company Ltd

You want the best for your family.

It's only natural.

SimplyOrganic Food Company is a nationwide organic supermarket
dedicated to providing customers with the most extensive organic

range in the United Kingdom including organic fruit & vegetables,
meat & fish, groceries, wines & beers and, of course, baby care.

Call today for your free catalogue (or return the coupon below to
the Freepost address).

V845> 1000 444

info@simplyorganic.net www.simplyorganic.net
Please send me a FREE copy of the SimplyOrganic Food Company catalogue. ref: JS
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (please print)
Address

Postcode
Tel. no. Signature
To receive your free catalogue return to: SimplyOrganic Food Company, FREEPOST, rd

Units A62-A64, New Covent Garden Market, Landon $WB 5Y|or tel: §845 1000 444.

We may make our mailing list available to carefully chosen companies whose products
ar services may interest you, Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive such offers. |
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GM PUGILISTS LIMBER UP

The EU and the US are coming to blows over GM
foods.

On 13 July, the European Commission
declared its own current moratorium on
GM crops illegal and proposed kick-starting
its stalled approval process. It plans to
apply new rules governing the labelling and
traceability of GM crops as soon as they are
agreed by EU governments and the
European Parliament. This could be as soon
as the end of the year, and would avoid
waiting for legislation to be transposed into
national laws, which usually takes about
two years. ‘We have already waited too long
to act. The moratorium is illegal and not
justified. The value of biotechnology is
poorly appreciated in Europe and there’s a
risk the biotechnology will not develop,’
said European environment commissioner
Margot Wallstrom. Environmental groups
have attacked the Commission’s decision
saying that the EU is caving into US pres-
sure. They might have a point. Barely two
weeks later, the US threatened the EU with
a formal complaint to the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), on the grounds that
labelling GM products is an unfair discrimi-
nation against US goods and a ‘restraint of
trade’. This is based on reports by the Food
and Drugs Administration (FDA) which

believes that GM food is so safe that there
is no need to even mention to consumers
the process by which it was grown. But the
FDA position is less clear than it seems. In
1999 it became apparent that the FDA had
declared GM foods to be safe in the face of
disagreement from its own experts. Internal
reports and memoranda disclosed that FDA
scientists repeatedly cautioned that foods
produced through recombinant DNA tech-
nology entails different risks from their
conventionally produced counterparts and
that this input was consistently disregarded
by the bureaucrats who crafted the agency's
policy.

Dr Jim Maryanski, the FDA biotechnolo-
gy co-ordinator, acknowledged that there is
no consensus about the safety of GM foods
in the scientific community at large. But
disregarding the warnings of its own advis-
ers, FDA'’s official policy now asserts ‘The
agency is not aware of any information
showing that foods derived by these new
methods differ from any other foods in a
meaningful or uniform way.’ The one argu-
ment nobody disagrees on is that in the
event that the WTO is called in to settle the
dispute, the world will witness a US/EU
trade war that will make present disputes
look like ‘peanuts’.

BEAR NECESSITIES

The Arctic ice is melting faster than ever.
An article published in Cicerone, a
Norwegian science journal, reports that
Arctic ice is now melting so fast that it
could disappear entirely each summer,
beginning in just 50 years. Since 1978, the
coverage of Arctic sea ice has decreased by 6
per cent, equivalent to an area the size of
Texas. Submarine sonar measurements have
recorded a decline of average Arctic ice

| thickness of 42 per cent since the 1950s.

Tore Furevik, a polar researcher and co-

s author of the paper said he could foresee

ice-dwelling mammals making ‘a desperate
last stand’ north of Greenland, where he
believes the final patch of Arctic sea ice will
linger before vanishing into the waves in
about 2050.

According to a WWF poll, 73 per cent of
American voters believe that global warm-
ing is a serious threat.

!tr
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‘If anyone tells you GM is going to feed
the world, tell him that it is not. To feed
the world takes political and financial will,
it's not about production and distribution.
It may produce more for less and create
more food but it won’t feed the world.’
Steve Smith, Novartis

‘Confusion in the debate seems to origi-
nate from failure to distinguish what is
fact, hypothesis, speculation, opinion, and
fear of the unknown. There now seems
global acceptance that the science isn’t
perfect, but it is better than the
alternative, which is guesswork and
stargazing.’

Tony Coombes, director of corporate
affairs, Monsanto UK

‘I've probably come in with more ideas
and done more about the environment
than any other secretary of state.’

John Prescott, deputy prime minister

‘Fines up to now have in some cases been
derisory. They have failed clearly to match
the seriousness with which society now
regards pollution.’

Michael Meacher, minister for the
environment

The number of motor vehicles in the world
has risen from 391.1 million in 1980 to
676.2 million in 1996 and the rate is
increasing. Transport now accounts for
one-quarter of the world energy use and
about one-half of the world’s oil produc-
tion; motor vehicles account for nearly 8o
per cent of all transport-related energy.
From UNEP

Following the Government's failure to
apply for planning permission for a change
of land use for sites involved in this win-
ter's farm scale trials of GM oil seed rape,
Greenpeace is challenging New Labour
over the legality of GM crop trials.

A UK survey on the ethics of modern food
production found that 72 per cent of peo-
ple believe that the environment is being
damaged by global food production. 85
per cent feel big multinational companies
have too much power over what we eat.
81 per cent think that it is wrong for Third
World farmers to be exploited to bring us
cheap food and a roaring 89 per cent
think multinationals do not act in the
interests of the general public.



BIG IS BAD FOR GLOBAL PROSPERITY

The United Nations secretary-general Kofi
Annan is not in an easy position. What to do
when both poverty and prosperity have become
so concentrated?

In late July and under the auspices of the
United Nations, 50 of the world’s largest

corporations signed a ‘global compact’ com-

mitting themselves
to support indepen-
dent trade unions,
abolish child labour
and protect the envi-
ronment. Signatories
include companies
such as Royal Dutch/
Shell, Nike and Rio
Tinto. According to
the Financial Times,
this UN initiative is
aimed at getting the
debate on environmental protection and
labour rights out of the World Trade

Organisation. Whilst Mike Moore, president

of the WTO must be delighted at not hav-
ing to deal with such ‘counter-productive’
issues, the probability that this initiative

will contribute to a more harmonious and
less poverty-stricken world is questionable.

Adherence to the ‘global compact’ remains
voluntary. Yet the UN is serious and has
offered its newly converted the right to use
the UN logo as proof that they abide by and
promote a list of nine commandments or
human rights principles. On the day prior
to this very conference, Mr Annan in a
comment published by
the Herald Tribune,
wrote of his conviction
that open markets offer
the only realistic hope
of pulling billions of
people in developing
countries out of abject
poverty. With the ‘glob-
al compact’ illustrating
just what kind of ‘open
. ‘ markets’ the UN envis-
ages, the leasing of the
UN logo to some of the very companies
that undermine economic democracy seems
inappropriate to say the least. With the UN
desperately trying to redefine its role in the
current global order, such moves may well
do more to undermine than foster its legiti-
macy. Mr Annan should have given his
‘quick-fix" another thought — or two.
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THE STUFF THAT
MAKES A HERO

An extract from Der Spiegel.

Once, a German company developed a
medication which, after minimal trials,
was released into society. Advanced as a
cure for almost any illness, from bron-
chitis to multiple sclerosis, the remedy
soon became an international bestseller.
All the while the company was making
millions in profit — probably because the
drug is addictive. Just over 100 years on,
the drug is illegal and whoever produces
it is a criminal. The company is none
other than Bayer and heroin is the cure.
In 1897, Felix Hoffmann, creator of
aspirin, created diacetylmorphine. When
animals survived the trials, Bayer
launched the drug. By 1902, heroin
accounted for 5 per cent of the pharma-
ceutical market's global turnover. Since
Bayer was only able to patent the name,
not the mixture, other companies soon
started to produce the drug, too. What
made heroin so successful was Bayer's
sheer marketing brutality. Samples were
sent to China without having been
ordered and doctors were supplied with
leaflets and information. In 1906, Bayer
started to market heroin as the cure
against depression, asthma and stomach
cancer. As hospitals in the US started to
fill up with addicts, the Government
started to regulate consumption. But this
made the black market more lucrative.
From 1931, heroin production was under
government surveillance and consump-
tion decreased significantly. Today, the
UK remains the only legal heroin
producer in the world - around 300 kilo-
grams are (legally)used per year.

People are willing to pay more to go green.
According to a study conducted by UK-
based analyst Datamonitor, over half the
households in the UK, Germany and
Sweden are willing to pay more for ‘green’
energy. The survey found that 62 per cent
of Germans would be willing to pay more
for greener alternatives such as biomass,
wind, wave and solar power. In the UK and
Sweden the findings were almost as high -
55 per cent and 61 per cent respectively.
The report found no evidence linking earn-
ings levels to a conscious choice to opt for
greener power.




A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF THE LAST 10 YEARS
AND A PROVOCATIVE VISION FOR THE FUTURE.

o >
=
=
p— |
- -
=
—
=
=y

-GS
=

-
&
)
=
™
)
o
==
e
| —
=
—
)
=
PI §




&

-]

3 ‘3"}?}’ :

The Regulation of Investigatory Powers (RIP)
Bill, currently in the Lords and expected to
become law by October was introduced last
March by Jack Straw, the home secretary. The
Bill will allow the police, and Mr Straw, to
track every email sent and received, every site
accessed — basically every move made on the
Internet by groups or people the authorities
have ‘reasonable’ grounds to want to track.
Failing to provide details of encryption codes
for emails will become a criminal offence,
with a maximum penalty of two years in
prison. For the first time, in other words, the
emails and web movements of individuals
will be subject to the surveillance of the state
— and we won't even know they're doing it.

But there is even more to it. For the
Government to be able to read messages, all
UK Internet Service Providers (ISPs), now
classified as ‘public telecommunication sys-

el % 550, i
CAMPAIGNS

tems’ will be obliged to install a so-called
‘black box’ in their offices which will track
subscribers’ communication traffic. The def-
inition of ‘public telecommunication sys-
tems’ includes mobile phone providers, Net
gateways, news-servers and potentially web
applications such as Hotmail.

And the reasons for introducing such
Orwellian measures? They include: ‘prevent-
ing disorder, public safety, protecting public
health’ and best of all, protecting the ‘eco-
nomic well-being’ of the UK.

ITEME lllik

Contact your local MP, let him know that you
are concerned, and highlight the problems.
For more information and full copies of the

Bill, visit www.stand,org.uk and
www.fipr.org/rip/index.htm|

THE FATE OF THE WICHI

In the far northern province of Salta in
Argentina, the Wichi Indians endure contin-
ual harassment and violence as a result of the
invasion of their lands. Despite promises, the
Government has failed to recognise Wichi
land ownership and now has major develop-
ment plans for the area.

The area in dispute, comprising about
600,000 hectares, is home to about 5,000
Wichi Indians. In the early part of the 20th
century, non-Indian settlers (called criollos)
moved into the area with their cattle and

sheep, destroying fragile grasslands and
forests and setting in motion an ongoing bat-
tle over land and hunting rights. There have
been cases where the Wichi have been threat-
ened at gunpoint and denied access to
water holes.

Matters have been made worse by govern-
ment-backed plans for developing the area.
A bridge has been constructed across the
Pilcomayo river, which forms the border
between Argentina and Paraguay. The Wichi
living nearby have been told that their vil-
lage will be replaced by a frontier town. And
as part of a regional development scheme,
linking Paraguay with Argentina, the
Government is planning a major highway,
cutting right through Wichi land.

According to Survival International, the
history of deceit by the Salta Government
towards the Wichi is unprecedented; even
more so since Argentina’s Constitution
explicitly recognises Indian land ownership
rights, and obliges provinces to transfer land
to the Indians. Unless the Federal
Government acts to enforce this, the Wichi
have no future.

G MAKE A DIFFERENCE _

Please send a polite letter of protest to: SE Fernando de la Riia, Presidente de la Replblica, Casa
de Gobierne, Balcarce 50, 1064 Buenos Aires, Argentina and to Dr Juan Carlos Romero,
Gobernador de la Provincia de Salta, Centro Civico, Av de los Incas s/n, 4400 Salta, Argentina.
Please send copies of your letters to Survival International, 11-15 Emerald Street,

London WCiN 3QL, www.survival-international.org

STILL PICTURES

LT3 ORGANIC ON
TARGET

The Organic Food and Farming Targets
Bill campaign was initiated to press MPs
to pass into legislation a Bill that would
call for 30 per cent of agriculture to be
in organic production by 2010; that at
least 20 per cent of food consumed in
2010 should be organic and that the
Government should provide incentives
to ensure that more people have access
to and are able to afford organic food.

Last November, the Bill went through
its first reading. The second reading is
due soon. As of July this year, over 200
MPs and 60 organisations have signed
up to the campaign. Yet the
Government is still not supporting the
Bill, and public pressure is vital to make
them change their mind.

This is an important initiative, par-
ticularly since an overwhelming major-
ity of consumers would like to have
access to more organic food. In order to
meet demand which is increasing by 40
per cent per annum, the UK currently
has to import 80 per cent of organic
products sold. The Government needs
torecognise the huge potential, not only
in terms of economic value but also as a
sustainable means to save the farming
sector. It has a long way to go - this year
alone, the Government allocated 23.6
per cent of its research budget to
biotechnology but only 1.8 per cent to
organic production.

Write to your MP and tell him why he or she
should support the Organic Food and
Farming Targets Bill. You can find out who
your MP is by calling Or send
an electronic letter to your MP on
www.sustainweb.org/organictarget/get.htm
For more information contact Sustain on

or www.sustainweb.org
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THE PRICE OF
FREEDOM

At the request of the Russian delegation,
the intriguingly named Transnational
Radical Party (TRP) runs the risk of formal
expulsion from the United Nations. Due to
the party’s ‘consultative status’ at the UN,
dissidents and victims of international
crimes have been able to shed light on their
causes, address delegates and provoke dis-
cussions on issues such as invasion, vio-
lence, famine and war. TRP has been
actively campaigning for the universal abo-
lition of the death penalty and has played
a vital role in the establishment of the
International Criminal Court against
genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

There is now a danger that TRP will no
longer have this opportunity. The Russian
delegation to the UN has officially request-
ed that the party be expulsed for having
allowed Akhiad ldigov, Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chechen
Government and a member of TRP, to
address the Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva.

On the basis of this request, the
Committee of non-governmental organisa-
tions to the UN proposed on 23 June a
suspension of the consultative status of TRP
for three years. So far, none of the charges
against TRP have been substantiated. On 27
July, the Committee of NGOs decided to
consider TRP’s initial defence to the accu-
sation and has requested a comprehensive
response.

Since 1955, the Transnational Radical
Party has provided a vital platform for dis-
sidents and victims, whose vital contribu-
tions would otherwise have remained
unheard.

An international endorsement against
its suspension has been supported by hun-
dreds of individuals, amongst whom are
parliamentarians and representatives of
important organisations.

The expulsion of TRP would set a
dangerous precedent and is an attack on
freedom of expression. Sign the petition

for them to continue speaking at the
United Nations. Transnational Radical
Party, Rue Wietz 60, 1049 Brussels or visit
www.radicalparty.org

GAMPAIGNS DIARY

1-4 September 2000

Geneva, Switzerland.

‘Global Leaders for Tomorrow’ Summit
Organised by the World Economic Forum

Visit www.weforum.org or fax341 228691403

3-8 September 2000

Berlin, Germany.

11th International Biotechnology Symposium
Incorporating two European Congresses; one

on Applied Genome Research and one on Agri-

16 cities will build shoe-pyramids to raise
awareness of the danger involved with land-
mines. Call or visit
www.handicap-international.org

and bring a shoe.

22 September 2000

Europe

Car-Free Day

70 French, 100 Italian towns and the district of
Geneva will shut off their cars for the day.

Biotechnology. Contact DECHEMA eV on + 49
b9 7564235 or visit
www.dechema.de/englisch/

5 September 2000

New York, NY, USA

Can the United Nations be salvaged?
Teach-in organised by the International Forum
on Globalisation. Speakers include Lori
Wallach, Randy Hayes, Joshua Karlinger,
Vandana Shiva and Martin Khor.

For tickets call -1 8886299264 or visit

aww.ifg.org

6 September 2000

7.30 pm., Mackarness Hall, High Street,
Honiton, Devon.

Genetic Engineering, Food and the
Environment

Fourth Annual Offwell Lecture with Luke
Anderson as the speaker.

Call Offwell Environment Link on 01494
831375.

7-9 September 2000

Rome, Italy.

The Release of Genetically Modified
Organisms: Is it a Human Health Hazard?
Visit www.who.it/Emissues/GMO/gmos.htm

or contact Marco Jermini on 39 064877525

11-15 September 2000
Lyon, France.

Call the UNFCCC on +}49 2288 151 0oo dr visit

www.unfccc.int

15-17 September 2000

Chain O Lakes Conference Centre, USA.

14th Annual National Forest Reform Rally
Learn how the US Government is supporting
the logging of old-growth trees in National
Forests and learn what can be done. Call +1

E12441122]or visit www.americanlands.org

16 September 2000
Belgium, France, Germany & Luxembourg
International Landmines Day

13th Session of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies

Call hg 1 3?65258§ or visit www.22septem-

Jer.org

22-23 September 2000

Harvard University, Boston, Mass, USA.
International Conference on Biotechnology in
the Global Economy: Science and the
Precautionary Principle

Send a fax to Derya Honca on
or visit www.cid.harvard.edu/cidbiotech/bio-
confpp/

24-25 September 2000

Bangalore, India

Bija Panchayat — Seed Tribunal

Organised by ‘Navdanya’, the IFG and others.
Call 91 116 968077 or fax [r91 116 856794

25-28 September 2000

Joensuu, Finland

Woody Biomass as an Energy source:

Role & Potential

Including a special session on land use and
forestry since the UNFCCC conference. Contact

the European Forest Institute On

20223 or visit www.efi.fi/events/2000/woody

26 September 2000

Royal Geographical Society, London, UK.
Asia’s Lost World — Conservation in
Cambodia’s Cardamom Mountains

For tickets call or email

29 September 2000

Britannic House, 1 Finsbury Circus, London
Peaceful demonstration against BP’s
Investment in PetroChina

Call ‘Free Tibet’ onl+ 44 (0)207 833 9953

29-30 September 2000

Fredericksburg, USA.

Renewable Energy Roundup and
Sustainability Fair

Renewable Energy, green & sustainable build-
ing, organic farming & gardening

Contact Russell Smith on r

visit www.renewableenergyroundup.com
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STLL PICTURES

World-Wise Web: The five best online campaigns

http:/ /www.nrdc.org/
wildlife/habitat/belize.asp
Send an electronic
message to Fortis Inc and
Duke Energy to stop them
building a dam that will
obliterate a crucial stretch
of the Macal River in
Belize; one of Central
America’s last floodplain
habitats.

http://www.antenna.nl/
wise/cop6/coeng.html

In November, during the
COP6 meeting in The
Hague, the decision will be
taken on whether nuclear
energy is eligible for the
Clean Development
Mechanism of the Kyoto
Protocol. Sign this petition
to make nuclear power a
thing of the past.

nttp://green.votenader.org
/petition/petitionform.html
The Commission on
Presidental Debates (CPD);
hosting the presidential
debates this autumn, has
set an unfair criteria by
demanding that contenders
must receive 15 per cent in
a series of five polls. Sign
this petition and get Ralph
Nader into the debates.

http:/ /www.earthisland.org
/takeaction/actionalert_ma
p21.html

The coastal mangrove
ecosystem of the Gulf of
Fronseca in Honduras, part
of which is supposed to be
a protected zone, is being
destroyed by one shrimp
farmer expanding business
within the protected site.
Save these wetlands.

www.americanlands.org/
forestweb/goresign.htm
In the fiscal years of 1997
to 1999, over $3.6 billion
was appropriated from the
General Fund of the US
Treasury for expenditures
associated with timber sale
on National Forests. Ask
Vice President Al Gore to
end old-growth logging on
public lands.

WEST ASKED TO WORSEN RUSSIA'S NI.II:I.EAII LEGACY

The G8 summit agenda in
Okinawa was
and expensive. With the
important issue of debt
cancellation in the fore-
ground, there was still
ample time to discuss
other issues. This is one: In
early June, Russia and the
US agreed on a plan to
‘dispose’ of 68 tonnes of
weapons grade plutonium
and decided to use the G8
summit to campaign for
international financial
backing. Official figures
estimate that the ‘disposal’
of 34 tonnes of Russian
plutonium will cost $1.7
billion, and $4.4 billion for
the US, and will take 20
vears to complete. The
US Administration has
pledged a total of $400 million towards the
Russian side of the deal.

On 28 June David Chaytor MP put down
an early day motion (EDM 887) in the
UK House of Commons, calling on the
Government not to support this agreement
and work on an independent assessment
of it. It appears that the Government has
ignored this call, for Tony Blair has pledged
$105 million of UK funding to support the
Russian project.

According to WISE International, Russia

extensive

insisted on MOX (Mixed Oxide) conversion,
rather than immobilisation, and argued that
its surplus plutonium was a valuable source
of energy. There are plans to build 29 new
reactors fuelled by MOX, and Swiss utilities
have expressed interest in buying Russian
MOX fuel, which could have implications for
the La Hague and Sellafield reprocessing
plants. In the US, some of the plutonium will
be burned as reactor fuel; the rest will be
stored underground.

With Russia burning instead of immobil-
ising all of its plutonium the question of lia-

World-Wise Weh: The five hest bookmarks

|http://browse.to/herenow|

Gets you on to Here & Now,
a great environmental
magazine.

between.

http://www.public-i.org
Reports on US politics,
politicians and the *fog" in

http:/ /etan.org
Find out what’s going on in
East Timor.

bility is of utmost impor-
tance. Up to this date Russia
has not ratified any conven-
tion covering liability and
the US will not take respon-
sibility for it. In addition,
MOX fuel poses greater risks
than uranium fuel. Whilst
Western European states are
still paying hundreds of mil-
lions of tax dollars a year (via
EBRD) for the clean-up and
restoration of the Chernobyl
disaster, taxpavers’ money
might soon be paying for a
huge expansion of the
Russian nuclear industry.

| REN ~

The start-up of the Russian MOX programme
depends on the export of key components
of the closed-down Hanau MOX facility in
Germany. Although Joschka Fischer, the
German foreign minister, has refused to
sanction the transfer, he might be pressured
to change his mind. Download a sample
letter to Fischer on www.theecologist.org or
call If you live outside
the UK, write a letter to your prime minister;
ask if they support or intend to support the
project and explain why they should not. If
you live in the UK, write a letter to Tony
Blair, 10 Downing Street, SW1A 2AA and tell
him to revoke his contribution.

http://www.rachel.org
The online version of the
best magazine on
environment and health.

. i

nttp://www.saveour
environment.org

more excellent campaigns
for the *hooked'.
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NN THREE MILE JIMMY

Before the accident at
Three Mile Island in
1979, few had heard
of this nuclear power
plant. The crisis
began 21 years ago in
the early hours of
28 March when fail-
ure of the cooling sys-
tem in one of the
reactors led to over-
heating, partial melt-
ing of the uranium
core and production
of hydrogen gas. The
accident dramatically
changed America’s
perception of the
safety of nuclear ener-
gy and the Three Mile
Island plant has
become a rallying
symbol for the anti-
nuclear movement.
The US has built no
new plant since.
After the accident,

For a copy of a petition asking Jimmy Carter
to disclose the truth about the accident,
write to Bill Smirnov, 168 Maple Hill Road,
Huntington, New York 11743, USA or email

his daughter-in-law
stated that: ‘He (my
father-in-law)  said
that the report, if
published in its
entirety, would have
destroyed the civilian
nuclear power indus-
try because the acci-
dent at Three Mile
Island was infinitely
more dangerous than
was ever made pub-
lic. He had told me
that he had used his

enormous  personal
influence with
President Carter to

persuade him to pub-
lish the report only in
“highly” diluted

a
MAKE A DIFFERENCE form. The President

himself had original-
ly wished the full
report to be made
public. In November

Emirnovb@ix.netcom.coni

law told me that he

President Jimmy

J 1985, my father-in-

Carter — himself a for-
mer nuclear engineer — commissioned a
report. Its original version was never pub-
lished. This was due to pressure around
President Carter, from people like Admiral
Hyman Rickover, ‘father’ of the nuclear navy.
In an affidavit made after Rickover's death
and in the wake of the Chernobyl accident,

had come to deeply
regret his action in persuading President
Carter to suppress the most alarming aspects
of the report’.

Disclosure of the truth of the Three Mile
Island accident is important; for both the vic-
tims and the world, with its 433 commercial
reactors in operation.

IIATYEITHE TIME FOR A LYNX-UP

Portuguese and Spanish environmentalists
are warning that if powerful wine retailers
force the end for natural cork, endangered
Iberian wildlife, like the lynx, could be
wiped out within the next 10 to twenty
years. The last five years have witnessed an
unprecedented increase of British,
Australian and American wine retailers
switching from natural to plastic corks.
Marks & Spencer for example, are already
using up to 30 per cent of plastic stoppers
in their own-brand wines. This severly
threatens the 3,000-year-old practice of
cork-stripping in southern Portugal and
Spain, which in return preserves one of
Europe’s most ancient woodlands. These
forests are home to rare animals like the
black stork, vultures and the Spanish
Imperial eagle who depend on the rich
diversity of these cork oak forests. The

beautiful woodlands are also one of the last
habitats for the Iberian lynx which can not
survive without these traditional systems of
cork farming. If demand for cork collapses,
warns Helena Freitas, president of the ‘Liga
para Protecao de Natureza’, eucalyptus
plantation for paper and pulp companies
will wipe out the remaining habitat for the
lynx; a population which has halved in the
last 10 vears; leaving just fifty in Portugal.

@ MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Write to your wine retailers and ask them to
use natural cork. Return accidentally bought
plastic corked wine. Please send copies of
your letters sent and received from wine
retailers, vineyards and supermarkets to :
SOS Lynx, 7665-8991 Luzianes-Gare,
Portugal or email 50S.LYNX@CLIX.PT

CAMPAIGNS

CONSCIOUS CONSUMER

‘Cleaning-up’ images, so that the consumer
feels good about consuming, has long been a
major marketing factor for corporations. The
latest example is British Petroleum (BP)
whose abbreviation is now supposed to stand
for ‘beyond petrol’. Daily papers from
London to Timbuktu recently carried three
full-page ads, inviting readers into ‘a new
brand of progress’. The shield-shaped logo
has gone and has been replaced by some-
thing resembling a flower —at a cost of £7 mil-
lion. To quote The Times: ‘“White-hearted,
vellow-waisted and green be-skirted, it's a
sign that could stand for everything - a
genetically modified sunflower, a logo for a
new no-cow-input butter, a recruiting centre
for Greenpeace'.

In 1997, John Browne, BP’s chairman,
announced that ‘the time to consider the
policy dimensions of climate change is not
when the link between greenhouse gases and
climate change is conclusively proven, but
when the possibility can not be discounted
and is taken seriously by the society of which
we are part. We in BP have reached that
point’. Soon after, BP withdrew from the
Global Climate Coalition (GCC) which had
launched an aggressive campaign preventing
the US from endorsing an agreement to
reduce global carbon emissions. Instead it
joined the Business Environmental
Leadership Council, which counts Shell,
Dupont, Enron, Toyota and Boeing amongst
its clients (watch out for new logos).

But the new ‘flower’ doesn’t mean a ‘soft-
er’ approach. Society equals consumers and
more consumers equals more profit. BP’s lat-
est quarterly results show a stunning £12bn
pre-tax profit, the largest ever made by a
British company. But where does it all come
from? As their website, www.bp.com| exem-
plifies, reality is not as simple as simply ‘bp’.
Whilst inviting the web-surfer to find out
more about the ‘flower’, a flashing heading
reads ‘Kazakhstan Oil Discovery’. And sure
enough, oil continue.
Scrolling through recent press releases, one
reads: ‘BP Amoco completes purchase of
Burmah Castrol’, ‘BP Amoco to acquire
Bayer's stake in Erdoelchemie’, ‘BP Amoco

third operated oil discovery in Angola’,

exploration will

‘BP Amoco and Partners align Alaskan
Interests’, ‘BP Amoco agrees major
China joint venture’'...

So don’t be fooled. BP
remains the abbreviation
for British Petroleum,
which burns petrol
{bp) —and the planet.










DEBATE

DOES WORKING
COMPROMISE THE

WRITERS GEORGE MONBIOT AND

George Monhiot /s an
environmental writer and
campaigner, regular Guardian
columnist, and founder of

The Land is Ours.

Dear Jonathon

Corporate power is not the only threat to the envi-
ronment, but it is surely the most pressing. By lobby-
ing and cajoling our governments, corporations have
undermined or avoided the environmental laws
which would restrict their destructive activities.
Globally, making use of the World Trade Organisation
and other shadowy international bodies, they have
forced down standards to minimise environmental
protection.

Corporations behave like this not because the peo-
ple who run them are evil, but simply because the
directors have a ‘fiduciary duty’ to maximise their
share value. Even if they wanted to act like philan-
thropic organisations, they could not. This means
that they must, legally and constitutionally, seek to
offload as many of their costs onto other people or the
environment as they can. This is why they clamour
so loudly for deregulation, in the hope of diluting the
health and safety, consumer protection and environ-
mental standards which force them to carry their own
costs.

Our duty as environmentalists is also
clear: we must fight to ensure that com-
panies are subordinated to democratic
control, re-regulated and held to
account. As a result of our activities, the
corporations have acquired a further
duty: to co-opt and capture us, in order
to prevent us from reducing their mar-
ket value. They seem to be encountering
SOme success.

The Cheshire Wildlife Trust was one
of the most outspoken opponents of
Manchester Airport’s second runway.
But after it lost the public inquiry, it took
money from both the airport and the
runway contractors. At the same time,
its position switched from outright
opposition to co-operation, leaving the protesters
who were still trying to stop the development exposed
and bewildered.

Robert Napier, the new chief executive of the World
Wide Fund for Nature, was formerly a senior manag-
er at the mining company RTZ (now Rio Tinto) and
the peat diggers Fisons, and the chief executive of the
quarrying firm Redland. They are all among the UK’s
most destructive corporations. Mr Napier announced
that he would ‘increase our engagement considerably
with companies’. Some of WWF's employees have
reported a corresponding decline in the radical con-
tent of the organisation’s work.

Your own organisation, Forum for the Future, also
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makes a virtue of working closely with big companies.
The Forum claims that its partners all have ‘a demon-
strable commitment to the pursuit of sustainable
development’. Among other defenders of the envi-
ronment, they include BP Amoco, Blue Circle
Industries and Tesco. Could this be the same BP
Amoco which is building the world’s first offshore oil
development in the Arctic? It's surely another Blue
Circle that has been seeking permission to use tyres,
chlorinated solvents and heavy metals as fuel in its
cement plants. Perhaps there are also two Tescos. The
one |'ve heard about has squashed the Government's
out-of-town parking tax, and is pursuing its expansion
plans as vigorously as ever before. It seems to me that
these companies have a demonstrable commitment
to the most unsustainable development they can get
away with.

By allowing yourselves to become dependent on
corporate funding, and allowing them to use you as a
public relations opportunity, you surely put your-
selves in a position of weakness. Where is the power
disposed in this relationship? What do you tell them
if you don't like what they're doing — do what we say,
or we won't take your money any more?

And it's not just a question of funding. Going for
Green, for example, struck a deal with McDonald’s to
print environmental messages on the company’s
sugar sachets. Going for Green was praised by
McDonald’s chief executive for being a ‘non-political
campaign’. Therole of the individual in protecting the
environment should not becomea political issue’. The
deal, he added, ‘encourages... the feelgood factor’. An
environmental group, in other words, was helping
McDonald’s to create the impression that it was pro-
tecting the environment, without changing any of its
practices. Compromised? We're being cauterised.

I have no objection to talking to corporations, or
indeed to efforts to encourage them to moderate or
improve their technical processes. But it is both naive
and dangerous to imagine that gentle persuasion can
change their core activities. They will do what is most
profitable, whatever the impact on the planet might
be. Their destructive activities become unprofitable
only when campaigners turn their customers against
them. This is much harder to do if other environ-
mentalists are convincing their customers that the
companies are not half as bad as the radicals say. By
working with them while withholding from public
criticism, you allow them to appear both credible and
reasonable, undermining the only people who could
really hold them to account.

We must deal with corporations on our own terms
or not at all. In the absence of draconian democratic
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WITH BUSINESS .
ENVIRONMENTALIST?

JONATHON PORRITT BATTLE IT OUT.

controls or new market imperatives, they will remain
the enemies of the environment. Their fiduciary duty
demands it.

George Monbiot

Dear George
It would seem we share the analysis, but not the pre-
scription. Part of the problem (as you say) is the way
companies are incorporated and held accountable.
Their “fiduciary duties’ do indeed oblige them to pur-
sue unsustainable profits, whether they feel happy
about this or not. That's precisely why 1 have been
fighting ‘to ensure that companies are subject to
democratic control, re-regulated and held to account

"

Jonathen Porritt is 2

for the last 30 years, and why [ continue to do so today ticular agenda. But how well do you think we are :
jermt ? : : % A : ; directar of Forum for the Future,
— though in a different way. doing, George? The occasional tweak of the regulato- o i Disin .l s
Your prescription is to campaign against large ry ratchet is as much as we can get these days — pre- e o m.‘_zm '
multinationals as the source of all Earth-bashing evil, cisely because people like you and me have persuaded of the Green Party, and director
of Friends of the Earth UK.

and to go on hammering them until they change their
wicked ways. Paradoxically, as an upholder of democ-
racy, you have little respect for the notion of promot-
ing diversity within the Green Movement, and expect
everybody instantly to toe your particular tactical line.

By contrast, even though | think your arguments
are flawed, 1 am delighted that you should keep firing
off your weighty anti-corporate salvos, and delighted
that organisations like Greenpeace keep biting cor-
porate ankles with undiminished vigour. Unlike you,
I believe we all need each other, pursuing the same
goal (of an equitable, sustainable world) in different
ways.

In that more pluralistic, less authoritarian context,
we each put our energies where we think they can
more effectively be deployed. In 1995, after 25 years
of campaigning against people, principally through
the Green Party and Friends of the Earth, | chose to
put my energies into forming partnerships with com-
panies, local authorities, universities and professions
to help accelerate the transition to a sustainable soci-
ety. I chose to work with ‘the enemy’ — in your moral
universe — not because my views are any less radical
now than they were in 1970, but because | am con-
vinced that solution-based partnerships are a key part
of the overall picture.

For one thing, | have much less faith in the power
of consumers or the efficacy of government than you
appear to have. Campaigners fool themselves if they
think the odd triumph against a Monsanto, Shell or
Nike is evidence of some radical consumerate (ie an
electorate that prefers to shop rather than vote).
Relative to other factors, there is not a lot of consumer
pressure on companies today; indeed, the vast major-
ity are quite happy to go on buying their products and

services regardless of their impact on other people or
the planet.

You would seem to prefer to avert your eyes to your
uncomfortable reality, precisely because it is so much
easier to hit the companies than it is to hit out at the
hundreds of millions of people buying their way into
an ecological meltdown. Yet the reluctance to look
upstream at the source of the problem — namely, us -
is both politically naive and vaguely dishonest.

As to governments, you are of course right to keep
coming back to regulation as the most effective way
of ensuring corporate social responsibility on our
terms, of transforming the very concept of fiduciary
duty. That's why [ keep campaigning to drive that par-

too few voters to give these issues the overarching sig-
nificance they deserve.

In the meantime, there’s a huge amount to be done
by working to bring about change from with-
in companies as well as from without. The
companies we work with do not pretend to
be exemplars of sustainable practice, and go
on getting a lot wrong, with damaging envi-
ronmental and social consequences. But in a
way that would have been unthinkable even
five years ago, they all accept the need to
change over time, and are quite genuinely
looking for help in effecting that change.
That's where Forum for the Future comes in,
to help change mindsets, incrementally
improve performance, drive innovation,
improve the dialogue with stakeholders and
so on. We engage forthrightly (as a cam-
paigning charity, not a business consultan-
cy), but always on the basis of trust and
shared challenge.

A ‘position of weakness’? In an odd kind of way,
our work with companies is both mundane and high
risk at the same time. We understand the risks of co-
option and ‘selling out’ rather better than I suspect
you ever will. Yours, after all, remains the easy
option, looking down with (occasionally patronis-
ing!) moral superiority, secure in your absolutist
world view that multinationals are the principal
engine of environmental destruction, that the indi-
viduals who work for those companies are amoral,
incapable of being influenced by cogent analysis or
moved by fears for their own children, and that
those who work with them must by definition be
morally inadequate and politically compromised. 8
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‘am
concerned
that your will
to believe has
allowed you
to he used.’

George Monbiot

.?.2 I'HE ECOLOGIST,

VOl

# Your final argument (that people like me, working
with companies, undermine the efforts of people like
you, working against companies) is interesting but
unsubstantiated. There has, for example, been no
diminution in campaigns against BP Amoco since that
particular company entered into partnership with a
number of different non-governmental organisations -
including, I might add, Greenpeace itself! If anything,
external pressure has increased since then. And like
Greenpeace, we too feel that we are dealing with cor-
porations ‘on our own terms’. And that our work com-
plements everything that you and others are doing at
the same time.

Jonathon Porritt

Dear Jonathon

We agree that corporations behave as they do because
their fiduciary duty demands it. So why do you go on
to insist that 1 think it's because their directors are
‘amoral'?

If you accept that corporate bosses do bad things not
because of the badness of their hearts but because they
are obliged to, then surely you can see that they also do
good things, not because of the goodness of their hearts,
but because they are obliged to. Monsanto collapsed not
because we asked them nicely, but because we made
their corporate strategy unworkable. Conversely, when
Malcolm Walker, the head of Iceland, received a BEMA
environment award last year for his company’s stand
against genetic engineering, he commented, with com-
mendable honesty, ‘you are rewarding me for pure self-
interest’.

Perhaps you could point to some historical occasions
on which gentle persuasion has led to dramatic politi-
cal change. | can’t think of any. As the freed slave and
anti-slavery campaigner Frederick Douglass remarked in
1857, ‘Power concedes nothing without a demand. It
never did and it never will’. Have you really unlearnt
this lesson to the extent that you believe we can per-
suade corporations to abandon their core business prac-
tices, by appealing to the good grace of their directors?

| am concerned that your will to believe has allowed
vou to be used. Your magazine, Green Futures, carries
adverts for Lafarge Redland Aggregates, the company
seeking to turn the Special Area of
Conservation in South Harris into a gigantic superquar-
ry. But this is not mentioned. Instead, readers are
assured that the firm has a ‘long-standing commitment

proposed

to environmental improvement’. The magazine insists
that members of your ‘Forum Business Network’, such
as BAA and Vodafone, are ‘interested in tackling sus-
tainability issues’. Yet nowhere does it tell us that BAA
is still seeking to build Heathrow Terminal 5, the biggest
and most fiercely contested greenfield development
ever conceived in the United Kingdom, while Vodafone
is now constructing its world headquarters on green-
field land in one of the most sensitive places in south-
ern England. Why do you tell us only one side of the
story? Why are you helping your corporate partners to
mislead us?

You compare with that of

your appre rach
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Greenpeace. Yes, Greenpeace has been lobbying to per-
suade BP's shareholders to demand more investment in
renewables. But it has also been taking direct action
against BP's attempts to drill in the Arctic Wildlife
Refuge. Greenpeace, in other words, is prepared to use
the stick as well as the carrot. It's not clear to me that
you are using either.

Isn't it obvious that this leaves you compromised?
By publishing misleading corporate propaganda while
refraining from attacking malpractice in public, you
surely help to legitimise and validate the way these
companies operate. By insisting that, with the right
voices in their ears, corporations will regulate their
own behaviour, you surely help them to avoid the
external regulations we both agree are necessary. If
they can wear the Jonathon Porritt badge of approval
before they have changed, then what incentive to
change are you offering?

Of course | support pluralism and a diversity of
approaches. And, as you know perfectly well, 1 also cam-
paign to persuade consumers to change their buying
habits: | wasn’t aware that contesting corporate mal-
practice precluded this. But | do not support uncritical
collaboration. Talk to corporations, by all means, but
don’t allow yourself to be used, by them, against the rest
of us.

Greorge Monbiot

Dear George

What a touchingly naive world you live in to suppose
organisations like Forum for the Future seek to change
business behaviour ‘by appealing to the good grace of
their directors’!

Our task is really rather different: to show the world
as it is, and as it will be; to explain what sustainability
is and isn’t — confusion is still chronic; and then, one
way or another, to elaborate ‘the business case’ for that
company in committing proactively to more environ-
mentally and socially responsible behaviour.

As your quote from Malcolm Walker demonstrates,
self-interest (often of the ‘enlightened’ rather than
‘pure’ variety, by the way) works far more powerfully
than vapid moralising when dealing with the company
as a whole — ie as a legal entity with pre-existing fidu-
ciary duties. It is different for the individuals in that
company, who it is possible to inspire and motivate in
a quite different and less pragmatic way.

Your lack of logic about this is overwhelming. On the
one hand you acknowledge that these companies (and
the individuals in them) are in no position to leap from
their wholly unsustainable present to a wholly sustain-
able future in one fell swoop — precisely because of those
pre-existing duties. They must therefore set out on the
long journey towards sustainability, inevitably, doing
both good and bad in the short term, but hopefully
moving in the right direction.

On the other hand, your absolutism compels you to
deny any positive benefits arising from the steps taken
on that journey. For you, it has to be all bad, all the time.
So you talk of BAA and the proposed Terminal 5 at
Heathrow, but would never allow yourself to admit in



public that BAA may also be doing many good things
(http://www.baa.co.uk/BAAHome.htm)| So why do you
tell us only one side of the story? Why do you seek, in
everything you write, to mislead us by ignoring those
elements in the journey that are so inconvenient to your
particular approach?

Your reading of environmental change, by the way,
is as jejune as those who read the history of nation states
purely in terms of wars, dramatic events and mighty
rulers, as if these things could ever define a nation and
the changes it goes through. The history of the envi-
ronment movement is indeed punctuated by the occa-
sional ‘dramatic’ moment, but its real success lies in
unceasing, undramatic persuasion and pressure, lead-
ing to steady, incremental change amongst both politi-
cians and business people. So fixated are you on a
macho, ‘them and us’ battleground that you deliber-
ately ignore this rather more humble model of trans-
formation.

For me, that approach is just beginning to work.
What was unthinkable for most companies even five
years ago is now thinkable, do-able, and in some com-
mendable cases, already done. But you're absolutely
right to point out that such incrementalism will never
get us far enough fast enough - which is why we both
campaign hard for tougher regulations, new controls,
far higher (and mandatory) standards of corporate gov-
ernance, and so on. You just choose to put all your eggs
in that one basket; | prefer to work on both fronts simul-
taneously, and do not believe (as you do) that the one
excludes the other.

‘Compromise’ to us is therefore not the offensive
insult you would like it to be. In the work it does with
companies (which is only one aspect of our work, by the
way!), the Forum for the Future has consciously chosen
to embrace compromise as part and parcel of the busi-
ness of accelerating change. We do that purposefully,
and free of the absurd illusions with which you believe
we are imbued. That means I do indeed allow myself to
be ‘used’, in the admittedly simple belief that com-
mending and multiplying the take-up of good practice
is as likely to prove effective in securing change as con-
stantly castigating bad practice. For you, that means the
‘Porritt brand’, in conferring that ‘badge of approval’, is
terminally contaminated.

You might well be right, but I rather hope others will
see it differently.

Jonathon Porritt

Dear Jonathon

If you have managed to change some corporate prac-
tices, I'm very pleased, but this doesn’t mean that you
have to help companies whose net impact is deeply
negative to create the impression that they are the
friends of the environment. Isn't it sufficient that the
editors of most national newspapers and TV stations sit
in their back pockets? That adverts everywhere tell only
their side of the story? That there are precious few out-
lets for the people trying to expose malpractice? Do
they really need your help to spin a partial picture of
their activities?

I don't believe that the battle to save the environment
is all about dramatic events, but I do believe it is about
them and us, for corporate interests, as we have agreed,
are at variance with those of society as a whole, and they
will exploit us if they can get away with it. This is why
we must be so wary of helping them to pull the wool
OVer our eyes.

This needn't, of course, prevent us from praising good
practice when we see it, but | believe there is a world of
difference between this and lending our brands to a cor-
porate public relations programme. You might believe
that your endorsement of BAA has nothing to do with
Terminal 5, but as far as they are concerned, bringing
the former director of Friends of the Earth on board,
while the current director is fiercely opposed to their
plans, is a brilliant coup. Why do you lend them your
name when they are still planning to go ahead with this
development? Why not make your approval condi-
tional on their withdrawal? Or would that threaten your
own ‘enlightened self-interest’? Wouldn’t your case be
more robust if you weren't taking their money?

George Monbiot

Dear George

[ suppose if you've only got one song, you'd better keep
on singing it. Just weave in a bit of holier-than-thou per-
sonal abuse to spice it up — though I hope you won't
mind my mentioning that I haven't noticed you refus-
ing to work for The Guardian unless they stop carrying
adverts for the companies you so despise. Or would that
threaten your own enlightened self-interest?

We're all compromised, in one way or another, even
pious George. We all draw the line in a slightly differ-
ent place, as activists, consumers or citizens, depending
on our judgement of how we can be most effective. To
a certain extent, we have deliberately built up Forum
for the Future to be effective with precisely the kind of
people and organisations you wouldn’t give the time of
day to.

In turn, that’s because your effectiveness depends
on your absolutism. It must be all black or all white,
with no shades of grey in between. You know as well
as 1 do that the world isn't quite like that, but you
couldn’t be the media person you've become if you did
the kind of ‘on the one hand, then again on the other’
stuff that I do.

And thank God for that absolutism! Over the last 10
years, | have learned just how much those working ‘the
inside track’ — with companies or government — depend
on those hammering away from outside. Many of the
companies we work with, for instance, live in dread of
being targeted by Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth,
and that’s no bad thing. In fact, it would be a disaster to
the Green Movement as a whole if those organisations
renounced confrontation and embraced the Forum'’s
‘solutions-based partnerships’, or if you started writing
corporate puff pieces instead of your sustained and pow-
erful invective.

So enjoy the contrast, George. | need you, to do the
work I do; sure as hell you don’t need me!

Jonathon Porritt

THE ECOLOGIST, VOI

‘I haven’t noticed
you refusing to
work for

The Guardian
unless they

stop carrying
adverts for the
companies you
so despise.’
Jonathon Porritt
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Andy Rowell

- explains why
L a Wal-Mart’s much
' : trumpeted
4 arrival in Britain
| \ islikely to spell
s | disaster for local

——— ‘ communities

n 24 July, the world’s largest retailer, Wal-Mart, opened its first

' American-style supercentre in the UK, placing it on the outskirts

of Bristol. As queues of cars choked the July sunshine, clamour-

/ ing to squeeze into the 1,000-space car park, both the local and nation-

al media, with a disturbing unanimity of message, warmly welcomed

the behemoth’s arrival. ‘Store wars as US giant offers 60 per cent off’

blazed the approving headline in the Daily Mail. ‘Shoppers set for cut-

price bonanza’ yelled the Bristol Evening News. The pundits agreed

with the journalists, who in turn agreed with the City analysts

and senior members of Britain’s government: Wal-Mart's arrival

in Britain was a Good Thing. The 50,000 people who visited the
Bristol store during its first two weeks apparently agreed.

This chorus of almost adulatory approval from all sides of

British public life is probably not that hard to explain. After

all, Wal-Mart, the vast megastore chain which, in its 40 years

of existence, has risen to dominate and revolutionise
American shopping, appeals to that most
basic of consumer instincts: the purse.
Wal-Mart is cheap. Very cheap. It lives
and thrives by undercutting all and any
competitors.

Ever since last June, when it was
announced that Wal-Mart was taking
over Britain's third-largest supermarket

chain, Asda, in a deal worth £6.7 billion -
a deal which doubled its overseas business
overnight' — we have heard the same mes-
sage from all sides: Wal-Mart is good for the
consumer. The government thinks so — Wal-
Mart’s executives held a top-level personal
meeting with Tony Blair before the Asda
takeover, during which they were given the
green light for expansion in the UK. The media
thinks so - national papers from the Guardian to
the Daily Telegraph have praised the store.
We have heard less, though, about what Wal-
Mart will be bad for. And when its record in the
States and elsewhere is examined, we can begin
to get a good idea. Wal-Mart will, in all likeli-
hood, be bad for the British countryside and
the wider environment; bad for workers,
both in Britain and abroad; bad for jobs;
bad for small communities and inde-
pendent shops; bad for local
economies; bad, even, for other
supermarkets. Bad, in other words,




for almost everyone but Wal-Mart.
Wal-Mart's takeover of Asda is more —
much more-than one supermarket
merging with, or even being swallowed
by, another. It is the likely beginning of a
retail revolution, which could change
more than just shopping habits. Wal-
Mart's aggressive ‘low-cost at any price’
culture, according to serious retail ana-
lysts, looks set to force a series of mega-
mergers that could, within a decade or
less, leave only Wal-Mart, and possibly

the Institute of Grocery Distribution
(IGD), which analyses the sector. Wal-
Mart’s take-over of Asda, it says, ‘is the
most significant entry into the UK by a
foreign retailer to date’.” Translated, this
means: big changes ahead.

But what changes? Wal-Mart is play-
ing its cards characteristically close to its
chest, and its message is one of caution.
Its communications strategy appears to
be to reassure: it wants the British con-
sumer to rest safe in the knowledge that

one competitor, standing. Britain could
be on the verge of a vast upheaval that it
is utterly unprepared for.

THE DRIVE TO DOMINATE

It is just under 40 years since Sam Walton,
Wal-Mart’s founder, opened his first store
in Arkansas. Since then, the company has
grown into the US’s largest private
employer, with over 920,000 staff. Every
week some 93 million Americans shop at
Wal-Mart and every three days another
Wal-Mart opens.? Just before he died in
1992, Walton, who had amassed the
greatest personal fortune in American
history, accepted one of the country’s
highest civilian honours, the Medal of
Freedom, saying that ‘We're all working together; that's the secret.
And we'll lower the cost of living for everyone, not just in America,
but we'll give the world an opportunity to see what it's like to save
and have a better lifestyle, a better life for all. We're proud of what
we've accomplished; we've just begun.”

And they had. Having saturated its home market, in a country
that now has more shopping centres than high schools, Wal-Mart
now has its sights set overseas. Over the last decade, it has acquired
over 700 stores outside the US, expanding into Mexico in 1991,
Puerto Rico in 1992, Canada in 1994, Argentina and Brazil in 1995,
and China and Indonesia in 1996. The following year, it moved into
Germany and now it is the UK’s turn. With over 3,600 stores on four
continents, Wal-Mart is now set to become the world’s largest cor-
poration in the next five to ten years.t

But the company’s phenomenal success comes at a huge ecolog-
ical, cultural and social price. Its growing legion of critics has con-
sistently pointed out that Wal-Mart, in its drive to dominate, has
systematically destroyed downtown America. Furthermore, it is
notorious for its low wages, and there is evidence that it imports its
goods from nations where the workers are either enslaved or paid a
pittance. In its wake, the company has destroyed thousands of com-
petitors, crippled and depersonalised local communities and left a
sprawling suburban wasteland. Wal-Mart, says one critic, ex-Rolling
Stone editor James Howard Kunstler, is ‘the exemplar of a form of cor-
porate colonialism... going into distant places and strip-mining
them culturally and economically’.®

ik e o &._;h L

RETAIL REVOLUTIONARIES
But this is not Sam Walton's worst legacy, says journalist Bob Ortega,
in his book, In Sam We Trust: ‘Walton and Wal-Mart transformed
retailing the way Henry Ford revolutionised transportation’, he
writes. ‘Wal-Mart’s way of doing business is the new paradigm, and
the company embodies both the shining success and the dark under-
belly of modern American business.’

This revolution is now set to sweep the UK. And in case there was
any doubt about its significance, listen to the understated words of

=

‘Wal-Mart is not the beginning of competi-
tion, it is the end of competition. Once it
has driven out the competitors, itis free
to do whatever it wants with its prices’ -
Al Norman of Sprawl-Busters, USA

it will not change too much, or too fast.
It is unlikely, though, based on its record,
that this is anything like the truth.

So, although the company maintains
that it only plans to open 10 stores in five
years,’ the company’s real aim, says the
1GD, is ‘very clear’ - to become the ‘lead-
ing retailer’ in the UK.* ‘Keep in mind’,
writes Bob Ortega, ‘that Wal-Mart start-
ed small in Canada and Mexico, too, and
that despite stumbling early on, in less
than seven years it had become the
largest retailer in both countries’. In
Germany, the company moved from the
15th to 4th largest retailer in just two
years. !

In order to become number one, Wal-
Mart will try its best to destroy the competition. But that's not all it
will destroy. It also has its eyes on Britain’s planning restrictions. Its
success in the US has been based on the vast size of its stores, which
can sell all and everything under one roof. In the UK, tight planning
restrictions on out-of-town superstores seem to preclude such expan-
sion — at present. But the company is clear on this point. ‘If you real-
ly want to make it more competitive, the thing to do is to loosen
planning’, says Allan Leighton, CEO of Wal-Mart Europe." If that
happens, Wal-Mart will be given the green light to move in on
Britain's small towns and cannibalise local businesses — with poten-
tially devastating results.

THE CONSUMER'S FRIEND?
Wal-Mart's claim to be the consumer’s friend is the bedrock of its suc-
cess. But how true is it? Tim Lang, Professor of Food Policy at Thames
Valley University, has his doubts. ‘It is dubious whether Wal-Mart’s
take-over of Asda will be of benefit to consumers’, he argues.
‘Consumers should ask themselves whether a six pence reduction in
the price of baked-beans is worth the environmental cost of having
to buy the car and travel even further to get to the tin shed to buy
the tin can on the edge of a motorway. Is it really worth it?"2

The message from the company’s home country is the same. ‘The
idea that Wal-Mart will be an inducement to lower prices is ridicu-
lous,” argues Al Norman, founder of the community group Sprawl-
Busters, which has helped 88 communities fight the company over
the last eight years in North America. ‘Prices will only remain low
while there is active competition. Wal-Mart is not the beginning of
competition, it is the end of competition. Once it has driven out the
competitors, it is free to do whatever it wants with its prices’.s

Only one other UK retailer is prepared to say anything at all about
Wal-Mart’s arrival in the UK. A spokesperson for Iceland says: ‘From
what we have seen in the States, we can see that Wal-Mart does affect
the High Street. They are going to be quite detrimental to consumer
choice at the end of the day’."

Al Norman'’s evidence is based on his experience in the US, where,
using brutal economies of scale, Wal-Mart has flexed its economic #
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# muscle to squash competitors. The company has a history of
undercutting the local competition until it goes bankrupt. An
employee song goes: ‘Stack it deep, sell it cheap, watch it fly and hear
those downtown merchants cry’.

‘For saving a few cents, we are supposed to sacrifice 20 to 30 acres
of land, lose jobs in other stores, and support
low wage labour’, argues Norman. ‘It is a qual-
ity of life issue. You're surrounded by gridlock,
and the architectural graffiti of a windowless
Wal-Mart store. People in America have
lamented for years that Wal-Mart is scarring
the face of home-town America and turning one community into a
look-alike for every community’.'* Since 1962, writes Norman in his
book Slam-Dunking Wal-Mart — how you can stop superstore sprawl in
your hometown, Wal-Mart has ‘cannibalised the retail food chain from
the Mom and Pops on the bottom, to the mid-level regional chains
to the very top national chains’ in every county in America.” His
message is clear: local communities pay a big price for low prices.

CRUSHING COMPETITION, CRUSHING JOBS
No company is immune. The Wal-Mart casualty department is over-
flowing with those who could not compete. According to lowa State
University Professor Ken Stone, for example, in the ten years after
Wal-Mart moved into lowa, the state lost over 555 grocery stores, 298
hard-ware stores, 293 building suppliers, 161 variety stores and 158
women’s clothing stores, 153 shore stores, 116 drug stores and 111
- children’s clothing stores. In total, some 7,326 businesses went
to the wall. There is no reason to believe that the company
intends to spare Britain's beleagured High Street the same fate.
. Ironically, the retail giant also destroys jobs. Study after
study in the US has shown that when Wal-Mart comes to town,
jobs are destroyed. Last year, in a study in Virginia, economist Tom
Muller showed that, while Wal-Mart’s arrival would create 246 part-
time jobs, 248 jobs in local businesses would be destroyed as a result.
Another survey by Muller found that in nine counties examined, on
average 84 per cent of Wal-Mart’s sales came from existing business-
es. In some areas it was as high as 100 per cent.”” In a saturated retail
market, in other words, Wal-Mart’s gains are another store’s losses.
Another study by Muller and Beth Humstone into a proposed Wal-
Mart in Franklin County, Vermont, projected that ‘over time, the
number of jobs in the county would decline by a net 200 jobs... this
is due to the fact that the existing retail businesses are more labour
intensive than Wal-Mart. For every $10 million in sales in a typical
Franklin County retail business, 106 people are employed. For every
$10 million sales at a Wal-Mart, 70 people are employed’. In other

S
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A supercentre

Whilst it destroys jobs elsewhere,
the jobs Wal-Mart does create are
often low-wage and part-time.

words, for every job generated at Wal-Mart one and a half jobs are
lost elsewhere.™®

Even studies connected to Wal-Mart admit that job losses are a
problem. In the town of Greenfield near Boston, an economic sur-
vey underwritten by Wal-Mart in 1993 found that, despite creating
a promised 293 new jobs, the net impact of
the store would be just 27 jobs, because of
jobs lost from other businesses. The study
also concluded that 232,000 square feet of
retail space would close because of Wal-Mart'’s
store. Nearly half the sales for the new store
would be poached from existing businesses."”

What's more, just as Wal-Mart can come in and close down the
competition, it can also leave once all the competition has gone.
There are over 4,000 abandoned shopping malls in America, with 22
empty Wal-Mart stores in Alabama alone. ‘They came in and ravaged
all the small businesses,’ says the President of the First National Bank
in Nowata, Oklahoma. ‘And when it came to the point when they
were not satisfied, they left.'>

Wal-Mart UK, though, denies that jobs are an issue. Nick Agarwal,
from Asda/Wal-Mart, wants us to believe that Wal-Mart is good for
surrounding businesses. ‘The evidence is’, he says, without produc-
ing any evidence ‘that the [Bristol] store is attracting trade to the
shopping centre in and around the area. That is part of its success."!

But claiming that large, out-of-town superstores are good for local
businesses flies in the face of the evidence. UK Government research
published in 1988, for example, showed that edge-of-town and out-
of-town supermarkets have a serious impact on between 13 and 50
per cent of the local market in market towns and centres.?? The indus-
try's own figures, from the National Retail Planning Forum report,
says that a superstore costs on average 276 local jobs.**

The Sussex Rural Community Council has predicted that a new
supermarket in its region would close all village shops within a seven-
mile radius. The Cornwall Association of Village Shopkeepers found
that 202 jobs out of 270 were at risk from a supermarket.? One of
Britain’s leading think-tanks has calculated that a typical out-of-
town supermarket has a subsidy of £25,000 per week over its town
centre equivalent, because of pollution and congestion caused by the
car culture that out-of-town stores rely on and encourage.*

Wal-Mart's record, then, tells a clear story: the arrival of Wal-Mart
in a community doesn’t create new jobs, it just steals other peoples’.
And its commitment to that community lasts only as long as its prof-
its and its retail strategy allow it to. In Bristol, the company boasts
of employing an extra 200 people at its new store. But how many of
these will be at the expense of job losses in the surrounding area?
And how long will they last? Only Wal-Mart knows — and it’s not
telling. Meanwhile, local businesses, led by the Bristol Chamber of
Commerce, are already publicly expressing their worries.

EXPLOITATION
Whilst it destroys jobs elsewhere, the jobs Wal-Mart does create are
often low-wage and part-time. ‘They are pushing down US labour
standards. This is a company that pays low wages — on average two
to three dollars an hour less than a union employer,’ says Jill Cashen
from the United Food and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW) in
the US. As she explains, ‘Wal-Mart has gone to tremendous lengths
to deny their own employees a union. Only 10 people out of 920,000
workers at Wal-Mart are members of a union in the US."

Other Wal-Mart business practices also leave much to be desired.
In his Wal-Mart exposé, Wall Street Journal journalist Bob Ortega
wrote: ‘Wal-Mart's executives have demonstrated an often breath-
taking contempt for laws and regulations. In the US, courts again
and again have found the company to have lied, to have illegally fal-

sified, destroyed and withheld documents, to have committed civil &
fraud, to have wilfully sold counterfeit goods, to have deliberately g
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discriminated against disabled job applicants, to have illegally fired
workers for interracial dating, to have discriminated against black
and Mexican employees in other ways, to have allowed managers to
sexually harass women workers — and to have fired women who had
the temerity to complain.’

Now, Wal-Mart has brought its anti-union agenda to Europe. In

July 2000, German Wal-Mart workers launched a two-day ‘warning’

strike against the company because it had refused to sign the German
wage agreement and join the German employers’ association. ‘Your
struggle demonstrates that Wal-Mart is committed to spreading its
anti-union, anti-worker operation to any country it does business,
regardless of national labour laws or international labour standards
protecting the right of workers to organise’, said UFCW President
Doug Dority in a letter of support.2

Not content with bullying its domestic workers, Wal-Mart has also
taken its attitude to workers’ rights towards the Third World, where
factories producing clothes for Wal-Mart have consistently been
found using forced or child labour. A 1992 American NBC investi-
gation found garments sewn by 12-year-olds in Bangladesh for Wal-
Mart being proudly touted as ‘Made in the USA’. The factory children
were locked in at night until they had finished their production quo-
tas. Only a year before Wal-Mart had shifted production to the noto-
rious Saraka factory in the country, 25 child workers had died in a
fire at the facility, unable to escape.”

The reaction of Wal-Mart’s Chief Executive, David Glass, to this,
was as tactful as could be. ‘There are tragic things that happen all
over the world’, he spluttered. And anyway: ‘You and I might define
children differently.”

‘Wal-Mart’s executives have demonstrated an
often breathtaking contempt for laws and regu-
lations. In the US, courts again and again have
found the company to have lied, to have illegally
falsified, destroyed and withheld documents, to
have committed civil fraud, to have wilfully sold
counterfeit goods, to have deliberately discrimi-
nated against disabled job applicants, to have
illegally fired workers for interracial dating, to
employees in other ways, to have allowed man-
agers to sexually harass women workers - and
to have fired women who had the temerity to
complain’ - Boh Ortega, The Wall Street Journal

Subsequent investigations by the human rights group the
National Labour Committee (NLC) in the US looked at factory con-
ditions in Honduras and Bangladesh where Wal-Mart clothing is
sewn. In Honduras, the NLC found that women as young as four-
teen were employed in up to 14-hour daily shifts, with occasional
mandatory 24-hour shifts. They had to work seven days a week, and
if they could not, they would be fired."

In response to these allegations, Wal-Mart introduced a much-
trumpeted Code of Conduct for its suppliers. But the evidence is that
sweatshop labour continued to be used. Last year, the NLC released
reports on the continuing use of sweatshop labour for clothes made
for Wal-Mart in Honduras, Mexico, El Salvador, China, Bangladesh
and Guatemala. Wal-Mart continues to be ‘one of the worst sweat-

shop abusers in the world, if not the worst’, says a spokesperson for
the NLC.” Meanwhile, only last month, the UFCW announced that
Wal-Mart Canada had imported 60 tonnes of garments from Burma,
a country reviled for its appalling human rights record and the use
of forced labour.

In the UK, the company have followed the same strategy. Asda
recently announced a new Code of Practice on sourcing and labour,
even though Wal-Mart’s similar code in the US has been found to be
effectively meaningless. All of this perhaps goes some way towards
explaining how Wal-Mart keeps its prices so low.

WATCH OUT BRITAIN

So what is in store for Britain, as the Wal-Mart noose begins to tight-
en around its local communities? Despite all the positive rhetoric by
Asda/Wal-Mart, Al Norman from Sprawl-Busters believes that the
company will behave no differently to its operations in the US. ‘I
don’t see why the experience in the UK will be any different from
the States, unless consumers in the UK reject the American compa-
ny and its philosophy’, he says. ‘This is not really a debate about
stores at all, it is a debate about what communities in the UK are
going to look like ten years from now. We are talking about com-
munity control, quality of life and a unique sense of place. It all adds
up to what scale of commercial activity we want in our lives, forcing
conspicuous over-consumption. I would hate to see that become the
dominant mentality in England. There is a lot at risk here that goes
beyond cheap underwear.’s #

Andy Rowell is a freelance journalist. References on

For more information

For the most in-depth and up-to-date study on Wal-Mart, read
award-winning investigative reporter’s Bob Ortega's book In Sam
we Trust, the Untold Story of Sam Walton and How Wal-Mart is
Devouring the World. Published by Kogan Page, £12.99.
Al Norman, regarded by many as the ‘guru’ of the anti-Wal-Mart
movement in the US, has also written a recent book Slami-
Dunking Wal-Mart! How You can Stop Superstore Sprawl in your
Hometown. Published by Raphel Marketing, $29.95. It provides
a good overview of the company, and hot tips on how to
defeat a proposed Wal-Mart store in your area. Check out
details from Norman's web-site: www.Sprawl-busters.com| -
also a useful place to start for information on Wal-Mart. It is
linked to many other web-sites.

Have a look too at the internationally famous anti-Wal-mart
site www.walmartsucks.com

Two other websites are maintained by the US United Food and
Commercial Workers Union:

www.walmartyrs.com — worker issues
www.walmartwatch.com - community issues

For company websites, see:
www.Walmart.com
www.Walmartstores.com
www.Asda.co.uk
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100% solar hot water for
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Booker Prize-winning novelist turned anti-dam campaigner Arundhati Roy attracted the
wrath of her government, and the attention of the world, when she shifted her focus from
fiction to fact. But, as she tells Paul Kingsnorth, she can’t see the difference.

rundhati Roy is tired. Tired of being who she is
lired of being lauded and condemned in equal mesz d
the same time. Tired of the way her country is going. Tired of

having to explain herself.

(pected to be.

sure and at

Maybe this isn’t surprising. For the Indian writer and, more recent-
ly, activist (not a word she likes to use about herself, but an accurate
one nonetheless) is three years into a journey which began back in
1997 with the publication of her debut novel The God of Small Things,
and which has since sent her in directions she probably never expect-
ed to travel, for reasons she is still trying to make clear.

‘It he
of cloying Reader’s Di

,' she wrote recently in the Indian magazine Frontline, ‘a sort
t ring to it — an unknown writer who spent
secret years writing her first novel, which was subsequently published
in 40 langt
Booker Pri:
ing,

d several million copies and went on to win the
cinat-

T'his, after all, is

ng, maybe, but also, as she says herself,

iting — and, in a strange unsurprising.

the sort of thing that happens to writers. Not many of them, true, |

famous writers are like film stars; they're always with us, and they do
what'’s expected. They go to award ceremonie
talent of their riv

‘hey do the literary thing.

. They get crabby in the

f obscure literary reviews about t Is. They
r on late-night

They know their place.

But this is where Arundhati Ro

has done what few other novelists, in these louche, post-modern

5 Programines

story diverges from the rest. She
times, have dared, or even been inclined, to do. She has nailed her
colours to the mast. Arundhati Roy is that most unusual, and wel-
come, of animals: a writer who ta ides

Now she sits, small, slight, quiet and cross-legged, on the flc
her New Delhi flat, and dar
behave.

‘People ask me all the time, am | a writer or an activi
‘and it's such:

inyone to tell her how a novelist should
she say

ad comment on our times that you can even be asked 8
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# that question. Because | thought that’s what writers do, vou know
— they write about the society that they live in. And I want to say “do
you think it's my job just to be some cheap entertainer or something?
Why should you even ask me that question?”’

“THE AIR IS THICK WITH UGLINESS’
The unexpected capture of the 1997 Booker Prize by The God of Small
Things, a complex, lyrical and tragic tale of the interlocking genera-
tions of an Indian family, loosely based on Roy’s own childhood, sent
the reputation of this previously unknown 36-year-
old trained architect and former screenwriter into
the stratosphere. The novel’s success took Roy from

‘The story of the

Government for spending its time, money and energy on bombs
while its people starved and its land decayed. ‘The air is thick with
ugliness,” she wrote, ‘and there’s the unmistakable smell of fascism
on the breeze ...India’s nuclear bomb is the final act of betrayal by a
ruling class that has failed its people.’

In India, you don’t write that sort of thing if you don’t want to
make powerful enemies. And Roy did. The same politicians who had
praised her only months before, now condemned her for betraying
her motherland. In a fever of nationalistic pride, Roy was savaged for
saying the wrong thing at the wrong time. As it
turns out, she was only just warming up.

B Arundhati Roy’s real ‘cause’, the one she has

SR ) , Narmada valley,” she 3 ) s
her quiet life in Delhi on a year-long world tour - = become associated with all over the world, was to
book signings, lectures, prize ceremonies and famnusly wrote, Is take another year to materialise. In February 1999,
everything else that comes with sudden celebrity. nuthing less than the the Indian Supreme Court lifted a four-year-long

She was féted wherever she went, Indian politicians
went out of their way to be associated with this new
‘Pride of India’.
Then, after a year, she returned to a country that had changed
forever. What had happened in her absence was to
change Roy too, and change the way people saw
her. In May 1998, the Indian Government
conducted a series of nuclear tests
in the Thar desert, and offi-
cially announced itself
a nuclear power.
Roy returned to a
country that had
thrown itself into
the nuclear
race with gusto.
She hated it. In July
1998 she published
an essay, The End
of Imagination, in
two national mag-
azines simultane-

drms

Imagination was
a coruscating
blast of wit,
fact and fury
against
India’s BJP

story of modern India.’

ously. The End of

legal stay on the construction of the vast Sardar
Sarovar dam, one of a complex of 3,200 dams being
built on a single stretch of river - the Narmada,
which flows through the states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Guijarat, in north-western India. Work on the most controversial dam
project in Indian history was to begin again. The Narmada dams have
been fought over viciously for decades. Politicians of all parties say
they are needed. They are necessary for irrigation, for power and for
drought-relief. Dams are development. Dams are progress.
Opponents, spearheaded by the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), the
local movement against the Narmada Valley Development Plan, as
the grandiose dam project is known, say these claims are lies. The
dams will flood vast amounts of land, will make hundreds of thou-
sands of people homeless, will provide minimum power for at most
a few decades, and will cost billions of rupees that the Indian
Government doesn’t have.

A miserably familiar story, in other words, of dams versus people;
development versus democracy. But a story which Roy the novelist
was about to help rewrite.

‘IT'S SUCH A SCAM’
Roy began to follow the story, to read up on the facts, to talk to the
campaigners. In March last year she visited the Narmada valley and
returned ‘numbed’ by what she had seen. In June she published
another, longer, essay which was to eclipse the controversy of her
anti-nuclear polemic. The Greater Common Good was a passionate dis-
section of the scandal that has unfolded in the Narmada valley over
the last two decades. It ranged across the politics, ecology, econom-
ics and, most significantly for Roy the novelist, the personal and emo-
tional stories behind the Development Plan and the damage it is
doing — not only to the locality, but, according to Roy, to her coun-
try. ‘The story of the Narmada valley,” she famously wrote, ‘is noth-
ing less than the story of modern India. Like the tiger in the Belgrade
Zoo during the NATO bombing, we've begun to eat our own limbs.
Talking about it now, the fire still flashes in her eyes. ‘You know,
it's such a scam - it's such a scam,’ she says. Outside, in the muggy,
smoggy streets of Delhi, the monsoon has arrived. But it has come
too late for many of the people of Gujarat, who this year suffered the
effects of one of the worst droughts in decades. People, cattle, crops
have been dying for months. It has been a political gift for the

dam'’s proponents.

‘It’s so shocking, what they're doing,’ says Roy. ‘Of
course they immediately use it [the drought] to
say “look, you guys, if you'd allowed this
dam to be built there would not have
been this drought”. And you
look at their own maps of
the command area
where the
dam'’s



water is supposed to
go and where the
drought is - there’s
no overlap. And you
know, they [the state
Government| used
85 per cent of
Gujarat’s  irrigation
budget for the pro-
ject...”

Figures like this
are common in the
battle of words over
the Narmada. The
NBA and its allies
have amassed a for-
midable array of facts
and statistics which
highlight just how
fragile the case for
the dam has become.
Activists say the
dams will displace more than 320,000 people and affect the lives of
at least a million. They will submerge more than 4,000 square kilo-
metres of forest. Ten thousand fisher families who depend on the
Narmada estuary for a living are likely to lose their livelihood when
the dams are raised (though, remarkably, the Government, over the
entire 20 years of the dams’ progression, has

hijacked various aspects of it,
and taken it off to their lairs.
They didn't want people to
understand.” Roy, on the other
hand, wanted to tell the whole
story. She wanted to make peo-
ple understand.

‘IT'S LIKE GIVING THEM A BOMB'
And she did. She perhaps told
the story of the Narmada valley
too well for her own comfort.
For The Greater Common Good
(later published, along with The
End of Imagination, as a small
book, entitled The Cost of Living)
became more than just an essay;
it became the latest phase in the
anti-Narmada dams campaign,
and Roy's support was a huge
shot in the arm for the NBA and
its allies. ‘I've given them a
book,’ she says now, with a quiet pride in her voice. ‘It's like giving
them a bomb or something, you know?’ And it was. It exploded across
the world with varying degrees of damage. Roy undertook a speaking
tour last year, visiting various countries to talk about the damage the
dams were doing. She gave the annual Nehru memorial lecture at
Cambridge University, and attended the World Water

never conducted a study to determine what the ‘Activists say Forum in The Hague to counter the presence and argu-
effects of the dams will be on the environment ments of the Gujarat Government (‘I'd never been to a
downstream). The Sardar Sarovar dam alone that the dams conference before, and I'll never go again,’ she says,
will cost at least $450 million to construct — a will displace more wrinkling her nose. ‘I don't like these dead people.’).
sum which was originally to be provided by the h 320.000 Her visits to the Narmada valley itself invariably ended
World Bank but is n(m"(t'ollowing the Bank's than 4 in media scrums and, once, her own arrest, as she strug-
withdrawal, as a direct result of the NBA’s cam- Feollle and affect the gled to highlight the plight of the villagers and activists
paign) to be provided by the Gujarat lives of at least who, even as you read this, are promising to drown
Government. a million.’ themselves in the rising waters of the reservoirs above

The legion of facts and figures, and the com-
plexity of the arguments for and against the
dams can be numbing. But Roy is insistent that this is not an issue
that can be left to the experts. That, she says, was one of the reasons
she got involved in the first place. She came back from her first visit
to the Narmada valley last year ‘convinced that the valley needed a
writer’.

‘A writer,’ she says, by way of explanation — meaning a novelist, a
creator of fiction, rather than a journalist — ‘has licence to write things
differently... As a writer, I have the licence, and the ability I guess, to
move between feelings and numbers and technical stuff and, you
know, to tell the whole
story in a way which an
expert doesn’t seem to
have the right to do.
And in this case I think
that’s crucial.” Roy sees
the connections bet-
ween the economics,
the politics, the ecology
and the human story of
the Narmada as the key
to the problem. ‘When
I went to the valley,’ she
says, 'l realised that
what has happened is
that all these experts
had come in and

the half-completed dam walls. Meanwhile, in Gujarat,
BJP activists and ‘patriotic’ citizens burnt copies of The
God of Small Things in fury at her anti-Indian insolence.

It’s easy to understand, then, why Arundhati Roy is tired. But what
really exhausts her, it seems, is people’s expectations. When she first
took up the cause of the Narmada Bachao Andolan, other writers, crit-
ics, even readers, seemed surprised. Roy wrote fiction. What did she
think she was doing playing around with fact? Some of this attitude
still persists, but she doesn’t care. ‘There's no division on my book-
shelf between fiction and non-fiction,’ she insists. ‘As far as I'm con-
cerned, fiction is about the truth.’

More recently, though,
these expectations have
been flipped around. Roy
is now seen as a ‘cam-
paigning novelist,’ and
this infuriates her too. All
she is doing, she insists, is
what any good novelist
should - making the con-
nections between fiction
and reality. Instead, she
finds that people put her
into a box. She tells a
story about a phone call
she received after The
Greater Common Good was
first published. ‘This 8

THE ECOLOGIST, VOL 30 NO 6, SEPTEMBER 2000 31



# society editor rang me up,’ she says, ‘and she said, “oh darling, that
was such a lovely essay. Now | want you to do a piece for me on child
abuse”. So | said, “sure. For or against?” She put down the phone.’
The point, she says, is that her views have never been as easy to
categorise as both her supporters and her enemies would sometimes
like to make out. Yes, she opposes the dam and she
opposes the bomb, but she is ‘not an anti-develop-

one of these people who says “oh, this person’s saying this and that
person’s saying that, and I'm confused”. And | say, yeah, because you
want to be confused. No one in the valley’s confused... If you have
the luxury of being confused, be confused... it's a political intelligence
you need to understand.’

It is just such a political intelligence that
informed and spurred both of Roy’s essays, and

(11 -
ment junkie, nor a proselytiser for the eternal Tobein my which, if you look hard enough, can be found
upholding of custom and tradition’. She believes pﬂs“lon and weaving through the pages of The God Of Small
that the growing urban-rural divide is killing India, not to say anythi“g Things — a book which could never, in the conven-
and that the country’s newly trained legion of 4 tional sense, be called a ‘political’ novel. ‘The first
urban-minded ‘experts’ are more of a danger to the ime I met one of the activists from the NBA,’ she
! ded ‘expert f a danger to ti isahellofa time I met f the activists from the NBA,’ s|
future than an illiterate peasantry could ever be. (‘As Folitical thing_' remembers, ‘I told her that I'd written The God of

soon as you see a river,’ she says of their mindset,

’y()ur mind wants to pour concrete into it.") Yet she

refuses, too, to buy into the sometimes romantic ideal of Village India.
‘1 grew up in a village,” she says, ‘and | spent my entire childhood
thinking about how to escape — how to not marry someone there and
how not to produce their goddam children. I'm not going back.’

“YOU NEED TO THINK POLITICALLY"

Arundhati Roy did not set out to be a ‘political writer’. And if people
now see her as one, that perhaps reflects on the rest of the literary
world rather than her. ‘People say to me, “oh, it’s so wonderful that
you're writing about real things,” and that it's a political thing to do,
and I say, look... to be in my position and not to say anything is a hell
of a political thing. You need to think politically, otherwise you'll be
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Small Things, and she said, “l1 knew you’d be anti-
dam and anti-World Bank”." The link may not be
immediately obvious, but to Roy, making just this sort of connection
is crucial for any real understanding of where things are going wrong.
The novel, she says, is ‘not just about small things, it's about how
the smallest things connect to the biggest things — that’s the impor-
tant thing. And that's what writing will always be about for me... I'm
not a crusader in any sense’. Her opponents might dispute this, but
Roy is clear — has always been clear, right from the outset — about
where she fits in to the Narmada struggle. As a writer, and, ultimate-
ly, as an outsider. ‘I can’t fight their fight,” she says quietly. ‘l can fight
as a writer to prevent it, but my house isn’t drowning, my land isn’t
being submerged, and my anger shall never be more than theirs. They
have to fight. | don't.’

‘THERE HAS TO BE SOME BALANCE'

But maybe she does. Maybe, now that she has start-
ed, she won’t be able to stop. Maybe now that she
has begun to make, and articulate, the connections
between the big and the small, between beauty and
destruction, between fact and fiction, she will never
be able to keep quiet.

There’s a fascinating paragraph in The Greater
Common Good which explores the link between Roy’s
two chosen emblems of national disaster — the big
bomb and the big dam. ‘They're both weapons of
mass destruction,’ she writes. “They’re both weapons
governments use to control their own people... they
represent the severing of the link, not just the link -
the understanding — between human beings and the
planet they live on. They scramble the intelligence
that connects eggs to hens, milk to cows, food to
forests, water to rivers, air to life and the earth to
human existence.’

Again, the message is about connections. And the
failure to make these connections, she says, is what
is leading India — and the West, upon which it
increasingly models itself — astray. Ask her about this
and she takes a deep breath. ‘I have to believe,’ she
says, ‘that what is being done - the dams and the
nuclear bombs; the whole development model -
they’re the symptoms of a terrible malaise, and that
lies inside people’s heads. | don't know how you
address that... but the idea that you just accept it all
makes me angry.’

This anger is clear, and the anger is directed,
often, at what her country has become. Her pre-
scription, too, if it can be called that, is interesting.
‘I'm not an economist,” she says (which, considering
the damage economists have done to the Narmada
valley, could be considered a positive plus), ‘so I can't

really give you an alternative that works.



Nevertheless, in following through the implications of what she has
seen, she is clear, at least in principle, about one thing: ‘The only alter-
native can be local’. This, she believes, has to be the future for India
- decentralised economics, decentralised control; handing some mea-
sure of power back to the people it affects. ‘Unless that happens,’ she
believes, ‘however far into the information age three per cent of the
population goes, they're always going to be pulled back by what
they're doing to everybody else.’

Connections, again. Connections, and smallness and the need to
listen, watch and understand. These are the instincts that won Roy
the Booker Prize; and these are the same instincts which led her into
conflict with her own Government and which will more than likely,
whatever she says now, lead her to keep searching for a direction in
which, in her mind, India can go and still retain what makes it India.

Whatever direction that is, Arundhati Roy is convinced of one
thing: it must be one which India's people choose for themselves, and
which reflects the realities with which people have always lived - real-
ities fashioned by everyday existence, by community life and by the
patterns of nature. The alternative is there for all to see, in the increas-
ingly atomised, mechanised and disconnected West. ‘When you go
to Europe or America for the first time,” she says, ‘you arrive in a city

where you don't see any mud, and everything looks really nice, all
the cars and the steel and the glass. But 1 look at a car and | think,
“somehow this came from earth and water and forest”. How? I don't
know. But you need to know - you need to know what the connec-
tion is; who paid the price of what. If you at least know that, there'll
be some balance.' She smiles slightly, as if the point was almost too
obvious to be worth making. ‘There has to be some balance.” #

DAMMING EVIDENCE

In 1998, the World Commission on Dams (WCD) was established, its stat-

ed objectives being to:

1. Review the development effectiveness of dams and assess alternatives
for water resources and energy development;

2. Develop internationally acceptable criteria, guidelines, and standards
where appropriate, for the planning, design, appraisal, construction,
operation, monitoring and decommissioning of dams.

The WCD will be presenting its findings on 16 November 2000 in London.

Meanwhile, turn to and 2 for The Ecologist’s progress reports

on dam projects in Thailand and Turkey.

0 n the morning of 7 August 1970, on the Laxa river in Iceland,
a dam exploded. It was no accident.

Shortly before it happened, | was standing on the bank of the
Laxa (‘salmon river’) with Eysteinn Sigurdsson, a local farmer who
was leading a campaign in the region against the recently built
dam. Like dams everywhere, its construction had severely damaged
the ecosystem of the river and its surroundings, and was wrecking
the livelihoods of the farmers and fisherfolk of the region.

‘I've lived by this river for a thousand years,’ said Eysteinn.
‘Destroy her and I will be destroyed.” Like other farmers in the
region, Eysteinn viewed his own position in the region within the
context of his ancestors and future descendants. His was not an
isolated existence, but was rather a small part of a very long chain.
Many of the inhabitants of the region had the same mentality, and
for this reason, the campaign against the Laxa dam, in which [ was
involved, was fuelled with an unstoppable energy.

Laxa was more than simply a body of water for those whose lives
depended on it. And when, in 1970, the river was dammed, locals
swore to use any avenue to reverse it, They fought long and hard,
with all legal means, to do so. They failed. And it was when they
failed that the concept of the ‘non-violent’ use of gunpowder
arose. The concept was simple: the dam would be blown up.
This would not be an act of violence, but an act of salvation
for an ecosystem devastated by destructive development.
Care would be taken to avoid harming any living creature.
The objective was to use dynamite to prevent a violation
of the natural world.

THE NON-VIOLENT USE OF GUNPOWDER

Contrary to what many think, international anti-dam campaigning is not new. Activist
Sigmund Kvaloy recalls to Paul Kingsnorth how an Icelandic anti-dam campaign back
in the 1970s resorted to radical measures to save a river from damnation.

One of the strongest supporters of the local campaigners against
the dam was the author Stefan Jonsson, programme editor of the
national radio. When the time came, he made the necessary dyna-
mite available (for his efforts he was later elected a member of par-
liament for Thingeyarsyssla, the county where Laxa is situated).

And so, on 7 August 1970, 250 women, men and children gath-
ered at the site. Two farm tractors dug into the dam foundations
on both sides and the dynamite was placed. The fuse was lit. And
a few moments later the dam ceased to exist.

The following morning, virtually the entire population sur-
rounding Myvatn, and those living along the length of the Laxa
valley, made calls to the local police, each one of them claiming
personal responsibility for the night's activities. For obvious rea-
sons, the practicalities involved in trying an entire community
made proceedings impossible. Laxa was saved, and no one was ever
convicted for the ‘crime’ of destroying the dam.

As one activist said shortly after, ‘we ought to earn the Nobel
Peace Prize, since we actually used Nobel’s invention [dynamite]
to re-establish peace between man and nature’. And today, 30 years
on, Laxa remains a symbol of independence from destructive
industrialism, as well as a symbol of a rooted people’s strength.
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% he prevailing image of a Romantic poet is that of William
Wordsworth, walking through his beloved Lake District and
chancing upon a hillside covered with daffodils. Later, remem-

bering this unexpected blaze of gold, Wordsworth is transported back
to a mood of simple happiness and gratitude. With this poem,
Wordsworth did much to bring into the British consciousness an
appreciation of the picturesque, and a sense that nature, in the
abstract, has a meaning that goes beyond the day-to-day provision of
man'’s needs.

Until the eighteenth century, man looked on nature as a resource
to be harvested to supply his needs. Only the very rich, and even then
only in times of peace, had time to spare worrying about gardens and
hunting. But with trade and with the first rumblings of the Industrial
Revolution emerged a leisured, town-based middle class. People
began to think about recreation, and about escaping from the dirty,
cramped cities in which they lived. This was the age of the novel, of
clubs; of landscaped gardens in the country and pleasure gardens in
the city. While men like Capability Brown enabled their rich patrons
to feel they could control nature, transporting whole villages to
achieve rolling acres of parkland, the urban middle classes took to
rambling and nature walks. When the Reverend William Gilpin pub-
lished his Observations on the River Wye... Relative
Chiefly to Picturesque Beauty: Made in the Summer of the
Year 1770, a new craze was born. For the first time,
nature became an object, instead of being taken for
granted; and this may be the moment the modern
environmental movement began.

Although William Wordsworth was a popular poet,
even appointed Poet Laureate in 1843, in his lifetime
his writings on the Lake District far outsold any of his
volumes of verse. His guide to the beauty of the hills
and lakes in which he was brought up and lived most
of his adult life not only made him famous but
brought to the area a host of visitors. It became fashionable to go on
walking holidays — and even more fashionable to have encountered
Wordsworth or Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the two most famous resi-
dents of the area, along the way. Coleridge described carving his name
on a rock atop a peak in Cumbria, where other climbers had carved
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‘Wordsworth did
much to bring
into the British

consciousness an
appreciation of
the picturesque’

The writings of Britain’s Romantic poets show that
environmental sensibilities are nothing new.

Lucy Moore delves into the minds of the
ecologists of two centuries past.

their names, and seeing a party a moment later coming across it. ‘That
must be the poet Coleridge,” said a man importantly to his female
companions, pointing it out.

In some ways the Lake District’s sudden popularity — making his
wild landscape almost crowded — must have saddened Wordsworth,
whose poetry describes the rapture he experienced through solitary
contact with nature:

And I have felt

A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts, a sense sublime

Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man.

In On the projected Kendal and Windermere Railway he further
lamented: ‘Is then no nook of English ground secure / From rash
assault?’

Wordsworth's use of the word ‘sublime’ in the first extract is key
to an understanding of the Romantics. In the dictionary its meaning
is given as lofty, elevated by joy, exalted in charac-
ter; awakening or expressing an uplifting emotion,
producing a sense of elevated beauty, nobility,
grandeur, solemnity or awe. Its best pictorial rep-
resentation comes in the work of JIMW Turner, in
his Studies from Nature (another manifestation of
the fashion for the picturesque) and, most reso-
nantly, in his watercolours, which seem almost to
capture the essence of light.

The Romantic poets saw nature as a powerful
redemptive force, a form of purification and tran-
scendence. In Frost at Midnight, Coleridge, with his
young son at his side, muses on his own childhood in London, where
he ‘saw nought lovely but the sky and stars / But thou, my babe!" he
continues, ‘shalt wander like a breeze’, seeing in all of nature’s wildest
shapes and sounds the ‘eternal language, which thy God / Utters, who
from eternity doth teach / Himself in all, and all things in himself’.



ALL PICS: BRIDGEMAN ART LIBRARY

If we think of Wordsworth in a field of daffodils, our
abiding image of Coleridge is of the poet perched
on a rocky, windswept crag, wearing an open- e
necked shirt, thick breeches, worn hob-nailed
boots, with a stick beside him and an old
leather knapsack containing paper and pens,
and a night-cap.

Coleridge, unable to be moderate in his passions, loved the
wildness of nature. “The farther I ascend from animated Nature,
from men, and cattle, and the common birds of the woods, and
fields, the greater becomes in me the intensity of the feeling of
Life," he wrote to his friend and patron Thomas Wedgwood in 1803.
‘Life seems to me then a universal spirit that neither has nor can have
an opposite’.

For Shelley, as for Coleridge, wilderness expressed an inner yearn-
ing, the sense that man’s potential was limitless:

I'love all waste

And solitary places; where we taste

The pleasure of believing what we see
Is boundless, as we wish our souls to be.

For Coleridge, this sense of longing manifested itself in personal
excess, his addiction to opium; in Shelley it came out in political rad-
icalism. Many of Shelley’s ideas today sound reasonable, because over
the past two centuries modern thinking has come into line with them;
but it is important to remember how seditious his contemporaries
would have found his views, and how because of them he in turn felt
unable to live a conventional life.

Shelley was expelled from Oxford for writing a pamphlet in which
he declared himself an atheist, ‘through deficiency of proof’. Later, he
came to admire Christian virtues, but he continued to denounce the
Church for its anthropomorphism of God and the venality of the priest-
hood. Shelley’s own beliefs were a combination of pantheism and

True romance: From left, Keats,
Coleridge and Shelley

Platonism, a

belief in a universal spirit presid-

ing over all; although his more mature con-
victions were often in line with the tenets of
Christianity he still accepted the descrip-
tion of atheist ‘to express my abhorrence of
superstition’.

Shelley’s ideas on marriage were a natur-
al extension of his anti-institutionalism.
Based on the ideas of William Godwin'’s 1793 treatise, Political
Justice, Shelley believed ‘in almost every instance’ a young cou-
ple were manoeuvred into marriage, a societal trap, with their eyes
shut, knowing neither each other nor themselves. When enlighten-
ment dawned, they were ‘forced to make the best of an irretrievable
mistake’, instead of being allowed to rectify it by separating. Although
initially Godwin was flattered at Shelley’s wholehearted acceptance
of his thinking, he was not pleased when, acting on these principles,
the unhappily married (trapped, he might have said) Shelley eloped
with his teenaged daughter Mary.

Another tenet by which Shelley lived was vegetarianism. In Queen
Mabh, his first political poem published in 1813, when he was 20,
Shelley argued that by not eating meat man put himself on an equal
level with animals, rather than raising himself above them as their
predator. The painter Benjamin Haydon, affronted by Shelley’s refu-
tation of Christianity at dinner when they met, described the poet in
his diary as a ‘hectic, spare, weakly yet intellectual-looking creature...
carving a bit of broccoli or cabbage on his plate, as if it had been the
substantial wing of a chicken’.

This is not the image of Shelley that has endured, however. | like
to think of him as his friend Thomas Jefferson Hogg described him
in his chaotic, book-filled rooms at Oxford in 1810. Although he dis-
liked scientific methods — agreeing with Wordsworth that ‘we mur-
der to dissect’ - Shelley was fascinated by the advances being made 8
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# in science at the start of the nineteenth century. He admired the
radical poet and biologist Erasmus Darwin, whose grandson, Charles,
wrote The Origin of the the Species. Electricity enthralled Shelley: its
sparkling, elusive, almost magical qualities resembled nothing so
much as poetic inspiration, or spiritual illumination. He had in his
rooms a primitive apparatus to which he would attach himself,
entreating poor Hogg (who, having once nearly drunk a teacup of
concentrated acid, was understandably wary of Shelley’s experi-
ments) to crank up the machine so that currents of electricity flowed
through Shelley until ‘his long wild locks bristled and stood up on
end’.

The Romantics were divided on their views on science. William
Wordsworth numbered the electro-chemist, and

march of science. But who shall beat the drum for its retreat?’

Perhaps the most famously anti-science of the Romantics was John
Keats. While Wordsworth revered Sir Isaac Newton, and was able to
reconcile Newton's discoveries with his own mystical view of nature,
Keats accused Newton of having destroyed the beauty of the rainbow
by explaining its scientific origin. With its mystery dispelled, he
argued, our sense of wonder at the rainbow is diminished.

‘Do not all charms fly / At the mere touch of cold philosophy?’ he
asked in despair.

If Shelley’s political radicalism was extreme his optimism was at
times boundless too. His faith in the perfectibility of man (and
woman) led him to advocate republicanism, land reform and uni-

versal adult suffrage. “The habitable earth is full of

president of the Royal Society, Sir Humphrey Davy, ‘Keats accused bliss,” he wrote in Queen Mab. ‘Every heart contains
among his friends; they shared a love of fishing. perfection’s germ.” His utopianism was reflected in
Davy was also something of a poet and visionary, Newton uf having his wife Mary's novel, Frankenstein - albeit in a dark
who, like Shelley, felt his scientific experiments only mirror. On discovering the cruelty of the world the
enhanced his powers of imagination. His account of ﬂEStI'UYEd the heaUty gentle Creature brought to life by Frankenstein longs
lying beneath an oak tree in a high wind, watching of the rainbow to run away to South America, with a mate he hopes
the branches tremble above him as the clouds flew Frankenstein will make for him. There in the forest
past, approaches Coleridge or Keats: ‘Everything l]y explaining its they can live in peace and partnership, eating acorns

seemed alive, and myself part of the series of visible
impressions; | should have felt pain in tearing a leaf
from one of the trees.’

The Royal Society was next to the Royal Academy in London where
another of Davy's friends, Turner, was then lecturing on perspective.
In his quest to achieve greater realism in his depiction of light and
colour, Turner looked to innovative chemical techniques for the cre-
ation of pigments and colours. Chrome yellow, for instance — a fun-
damentally Turneresque colour - was invented during this period.

But many of Wordsworth and Shelley’s contemporaries distrusted
the new developments in science. The critic William Hazlitt believed
‘Science clips the wings of poetry’. Charles Lamb, the essayist, was
more strident; his words sound ominously modern. ‘Can we unlearn
£ the arts that pretend to civilise, and then burn the world? There is a

scientific origin’

and berries, sleeping on a bed of leaves. They need
nothing more than the shelter of the trees and the
warmth of the sun. But Frankenstein, afraid of the
Creature’s power, destroys the female he is making and thus forces
the unhappy Creature back into the civilised world, with famous and
tragic consequences.

Coleridge, too, had utopian hopes. He and Robert Southey dreamt
of living off the earth in an egalitarian community on the banks of
the Susquehanna River. In his enthusiasm for their plan, Coleridge
even married Southey’s sister-in-law. But their dream, pantisocracy,
proved no more than a fantasy, disintegrating just as Coleridge’s ill-
advised marriage did.

John Clare, whose brief experience of London’s literary society lit-
erally drove him mad, idealised the simple way of life of the cottager:




‘Time, scarcely noticed, turns his hair to gray, / Yet leaves him happy
as a child at play.” The life of a ‘Peasant-Poet’ was what Clare hoped
for himself:

Assilent man in Life’s affairs,
A thinker from a boy,

A peasant in his daily cares,
A poet in his joy.

The worldly world that Clare turned his back on profoundly trou-
bled his peers, even if they were more able than he to survive in it
when necessary. Shelley, most virulent, deplored the ‘mean lust’ that
bound the world in chains. Later, in Prometheus Unbound, he protest-
ed at the ignorance and selfishness of the world:

Many are strong and rich, and would be just,
But live among their suffering fellow-men
As ifnone felt: they know not what they do.

Wordsworth, too, saw avarice as the abiding sin of his age:

The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:
Little we see in Nature that is ours;

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!

It was perhaps John Keats who best articulated the sense of sorrow
at man’s destruction of nature, and the loss this entails, that marked
Romanticism. In The Pot of Basil Isabella’s lover, the modest Lorenzo,
is contrasted with her merchant brothers, ‘these ledger-men’, who
murder Lorenzo to prevent their sister's marriage to a poor man. At
their will, says Keats, the diver in Ceylon, searching for pearls, ‘went
all naked to the hungry shark’, his ears gushing blood from the under-
water pressure; at their will seals lay stabbed by spears ‘on the cold
ice, with piteous bark’.

Keats’s empathy for the suffering was a cornerstone of his poetry
and his private vision. Even the Lake District — that hallowed
Romantic spot — only made him feel anew that abundance can never
be experienced except in relation to lack. At first he was overwhelmed
by the beauty of his surroundings, but the impersonality of it all
brought home to him the thought that mere aestheticism, in its self-
centredness, is ultimately unsatisfying. ‘Health and spirits can only
belong unalloyed to the selfish man ~ the man who thinks much of

his fellows can never be in spirits," he con-
cluded. His was a heightened sensitivity to
life in all its forms. Benjamin Haydon
described how ‘the humming of a bee, the
sight of a flower, the glitter of the sun, seemed
to make his spirit tremble’.

William Blake shared Keats's sensibility.
‘Can [ see a falling tear, / And not feel my sor-
row's share?’ he asked in Songs of Innocence.
Interconnectedness is a fundamental of
Blake’s world-view. ‘For a Line or a Lineament
is not formed by Chance,” he wrote to a friend in 1827, just before his
death. ‘A Line is a Line in its Minutest Subdivisions: Strait or Crooked
It is Itself and Not Intermeasurable with or by any Thing Else.’

Rachel Carson used as her epigraph for Silent Spring (and the inspi-
ration for her title) a line from Keats's La Belle Dame Sans Merci: ‘The
sedge is wither’d from the lake, / And no birds sing’. Carson'’s use of
Keats to open a book about the damage man is wreaking on his envi-
ronment adds a new dimension to the familiar fable. Where nature
is usually personified as a woman, and man the destroyer, here the
roles are reversed. The pale, sickly knight, seduced and discarded, is
the earth; the beautiful maiden who, uncaring, watches him suffer, is
mankind. The result of her neglect is a sterility from which it is only
to be hoped we will recover.

As the pace of modern life spirals out of control literature remains
one of the few things that can bring us back to a solid starting point.
Writers like the Romantics, who found mystery in the commonplace
and saw the universal in each individual's experience, remind us to
hope. Poetry’s power, its sense of rightness and intuitive knowledge,
of things felt and understood, can bring us back to Eden. It reminds
us of what we have lost and what still remains for us to save.

There is much in the words and thoughts of the Romantic
poets that is excessive or impractical, but their beliefs and the pas-
sion with which they pursued them still serve as an example. They
weren't perfect, but at least they thought about the world and their
place in it. They tried to live by the principles they espoused. In ret-
rospect it may be easy to ridicule them or poke holes in their aims,
but who can deny the energy with which they pursued them, the
integrity of their intentions, or the relevance that these issues still
hold for us today? 4

Lucy Moore is. of ﬂiﬁ&b&o&@,the most recent bemgAmp!rIbiom

“To see a World in a Grain .ffoz::s’Z,
And a Heaven in aWild Flower,

Hold Infinity in the Palm of your Hand,

And Eternity in an Hour’

William Blake
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n modern science Truth is a slippery concept. Decisions we make
I about issues that affect our very survival must be based on truths

that change from day to day. No wonder that citizens have lost
faith in scientists’ advice. The standing of scientists has never been
lower. When Liam Donaldson, chief medical officer, advised people
not to look at the eclipse amidst panic that large
proportions of the population might suffer blind-

such advice is increasingly biased towards permitting questionable or
hazardous procedures and processes where the result is likely to
increase profit or employment.

When defending her decision to grant the contract for the opera-
tion of the Aldermaston weapons plant to BNFL, Baroness Symons
admitted that ‘I have the humility to say that | am
not a nuclear scientist, but there are those who are

ness, his opinions were greeted with barely con- ﬁccnrdmg toa and who understand the reports in full. | have to
cealed hilarity. The parade of scientific error recent pl:lll. the ﬂl'l'y rely on those with real expertise’.?2 The implicit
proclaimed as Truth stretches back through GM prﬂfESSiUﬂS to come assumption made is that these ‘nuclear scientists’
food and BSE to nuclear safety. § = would be unbiased either as a consequence of their

The citizens of the UK have lost faith in the sci- lower in trust ra"'“"g connections with the nuclear industry or following
entific establishment. According to a recent ICM than scientists are their education or experience in the field of nuclear
poll public trust in scientists is now lower than their leitiCiﬂl‘lS and physics. It is unlikely, for example, that Baroness
trust in policemen. Only 35 per cent of those ques- - 2 = Symons consulted experts whose provenance or
tioned said they trusted scientists ‘a lot’; 54 per cent jnurnallsts. background was with Greenpeace, Friends of the

trusted them ‘a little’; and 12 per cent did not trust

them at all. The only professions to come lower in the trust ranking
were politicians and journalists. On specific issues levels of lack of
trust rose as high as 49 per cent on the issue of cloning animals and
40 per cent on the issue of genetically modified food.!

ADVISORY STATUS

What is ‘the best scientific advice’ on which, we are reassuringly told,
the Government bases its decisions? Is it any more reliable than the
advert we read for crystal healing suggesting that the forces of quartz
will remove tumours? Those without a scientific education are in no
position to decide. We find ourselves increasingly seeing the world
from the perspective of the innocent child observing holes in the sky.

Recent research reveals that our MPs may, in many cases, be scarce-
Iy better informed. On the basis of a questionnaire, backed up with
data from The Vacher Dod Guide to the New House of Commons, Green
Audit estimated that at least one third of all MPs are not scientifical-
ly or mathematically literate. About the same proportion probably do
not even have O-level maths and may find themselves struggling with
concepts such as ratios and percentages, never mind such technicali-
ties as statistical significance of research findings or the interpretation
of epidemiological results.

Green Audit looked in depth at the scientific expertise of the mem-
bers of the Backbench Environment Committee, it being the one most
Flosely involved with our central areas of concern. The table on pagg
2 gives some information about the members of the Committee
their qualifications and
experience. The informa-
tion on qualifications was
not easy to obtain. Several
members of the
Committee objected to
being questioned and one
refused to answer, As far as
we could ascertain on the
basis of repeated phone
calls, of the 11 members
of the Committee, not a single one has a degree in either physics,
chemistry or biology. There are two with A-level maths and one with
A-level physics, none with post-O-level qualifications in chemistry or
biological sciences.

Does this lack of scientific expertise on the part of our decision-
makers matter? For many of the political decisions that have to be
considered, perhaps not. But in a world that is increasingly affected
by scientific and technological knowledge, those who are unable to
understand basic scientific or mathematical concepts are at a great dis-
advantage. In particular, they are prisoners to advice which is given
by scientifically literate civil servants, expert committees and lobby-
ists whose interests may be tied to transnational corporations. And

Earth, or the Nuclear Awareness Group in Reading,
the town most likely to be affected by the operation of the plant.

Our research also revealed the narrow range of expertise of our
elected decision-makers: 40 per cent of them have backgrounds in the
law, education or PR, with other more practical backgrounds corre-
spondingly under-represented. The dominance of lawyers becomes of
particular relevance when we consider the question of ‘evidence’,
which has a very different meaning in legal and scientific contexts.
When a lawyer reports that ‘there is no evidence that Mr Blair was at
the scene of the crime’, he is making a strong claim that tends to exon-
erate the suspect. In science the position is entirely different. When
a government scientist reports to Michael Meacher that ‘there is no
evidence that genetically modified crops are damaging to health’, he
is simply stating that none of the research studies conducted have
found ‘significant’ (in a narrow, statistical sense) answers to this ques-
tion, or even that no studies have been carried out at all.

The nature of scientific evidence presented to government com-
mittees and thence to ministers is limited and biased in another way.
Most of the scientific research carried out in universities today has
been part-funded by industry. As a result of the Thatcherite push
towards ‘market-driven research’ only research programmes that can
eventually vield a profit are likely to be funded. So what is the uni-
versity scientist to do, if s/he undertakes a research project and finds
results which would undermine the product of the very company that
funded the research? If, as Arpad Pusztai has identified,? ‘the future
of science lies with industry’ it would take a brave, or rich, scientist
to oppose industry’s pri-
orities.

Following recent con-
cern expressed about the
possible health effects
of mobile phone use
the Government set up
the Stewart Committee,
which recommended a
thorough programme of
research. With astonish-
ing obtuseness, however, this research was to be funded partly by the
mobile phone industry, a procedure akin to asking Bernard Matthews
to investigate whether we should continue to have turkeys as the cen-
trepiece of our Christmas meal.

An account of a recent piece of peer-reviewed research into just this
issue will remove any lingering trust in the objectivity of industry-fund-
ed research. In a recent survey, published in the journal Epidemiology,
the results were reported of a study of 195,775 employees of the com-
pany Motorola, who develop and manufacture mobile phone equip-
ment.* The study was part-funded by Motorola and carried out by a
non-university organisation Exponent Health Group. It examined all
causes of mortality, with brain cancers, lymphomas and#
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interest. The study seemed to report NO €XCess N hdeietsiddstesbbedisssisbisls el 11 B |
risk from any cause of death among the work- | NAME SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION CAREER BACKGROUND
ers. The abstract of the results states: ‘Our find- | podrew Bennett (Chair) Refused to respond Social science degree
ings do not support an association between T
m‘tupalim'lal Rl:lt‘x;)n)slire and brain cancer, ] 3“'3"”_0.'“&5:“““8
lymphoma or leukaemia.’ 204 physkes ool UL,
However, close inspection of the paper | Ghristine Butler 0-level maths Pharmaceutical: NHS: lab technician;
reveals a quite different picture. The study sculptor; management
compares mortality risk in the highly educat- | John Cummings 0-level maths Miner and colliery electrician
ed, upper social class, electronics workers with | pran nanshoe 0-level maths and physics Apprenticed engineer; Hunterston
members of the general public in four States of nuclear power station; IC]
the USA: Arizona, Florida, Texas and Illinois. E
Comparison of the death rates reveals that Suynet Buwwesty Nows Fim production
although the Motorola employees enjoy lower | Lotise Ellman O-level maths Education: social policy/ local government
death rates (owing to their higher socio-eco- James Gray 3 science D-levels; maths A-level Shipping broker
nomic status), their death rates from all caus- Bill Olner None Apprenticed engineer; skilled machinist
es were significantly lower than their death ] Z
rates from leukaemia and lymphatic system Wilary Bemn Uevel maths Russian studies
cancers and most other cancers (but not brain | AlanWhitehead 4 science 0-levels Education; public policy

cancers). The effect was particularly clear in the
case of the lymphatic system cancer Hodgkin's
disease, a result which was not mentioned in the abstract. If the over-
all mortality risk from all causes is used as an internal control for the
‘healthy worker effect’ there was a higher risk of dying of most can-
cer types. In fact, it was possible to use data reported in the paper to
argue that there was a strong excess risk of most types of cancer in
the workers, since standardised risk by period of employment con-
sistently showed a 50 to 100 per cent elevated risk in those who had
worked more than five years with the radiation relative to those who
had worked from 0-5 years. Nothing was made of this result.

There is a great deal of scope in epidemiology for tailoring the
results to fit the hypothesis. Yet the results of this mobile phone paper,
and others like it, reporting studies which were funded by industry

and showing results which counter any sug-

gestion that these industries may be

causing harm, are commonplace
in the reference
review committees which give
advice to government. Do the

section of

committee members look
through the original
papers? Would they

know what to look for?
To explore how and

why the system of science
advice is failing we exam-
ined the work of several advi-
sory committees in detail.
These unaccountable com-
mittees have been evaluated in
terms of openness and

accountability by Democratic
Audit.® The Novel
and Processes Committee
(ACNFP) received a rel-
atively favourable
score, choosing

to publish i
annual

their

Foods

Sowrce: Constituency offices; authors’ questionnaire; The Vacher Dod Guide to the New House of Commons (1997)

reports and a register of its members’ interests,

as well as carrying out public consultations and publishing its
advice to government. However, the other committee considered
here - the Committee on the Medical Aspects of Radiation in the
Environment (COMARE) scores poorly, its only concession to
accountability being to publish a register of members’ interests.

According to The Independent on Sunday, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and Processes have
links, either personally or institutionally, with the food industry. In
an attempt to broaden the interest-base of the Committee it was
agreed to appoint a ‘consumer representative’ last year. ‘Maff reject-
ed a sceptic on GM foods from the Consumers’ Association in favour
of the wife of a board member of the chemical company Boots'.¢ The
Committee’s independence is devastated by the information that it
actually commissions no research of its own and relies mainly on
information provided by biotech companies. The Committee's most
recent Annual Report’? contains no references to peer-reviewed
papers: there are a mere five references, three to papers by Zeneca, the
other two being publications from the Committee itself.

COMARE (the Committee on the Medical Aspects of Radiation in
the Environment) was set up following a recommendation of the
Black Report into the Sellafield leukaemia cluster, a tacit acknowl-
edgement that doubts about the independence of the Government's
official nuclear watchdog, the National Radiological Protection Board
(NRPB), were justified. The problem is that COMARE is based at the
NRPB offices at Chilton, Oxfordshire. If you phone the COMARE tele-
phone number it is answered with ‘Hello, NRPB'. What is more, the
three-person secretariat that organises COMARE's agendas are all on
the NRPB payroll. This point has been raised with various leading
members of NRPB and the COMARE chairman as being worrying but
they cannot see a problem. When asked why it was necessary for
COMARE to be based at NRPB one replied that it enables members to
use the NRPB library, although they are not themselves based there.

One of COMARE'’s three secretaries, Roy Hamlet, gives one further
cause to suspect that there is, indeed, something rotten in the state

of Didcot. He spends a proportion of his time conducting research
for NRPB and the rest preparing paperwork for the members of
COMARE, whose raison d'étre is to be independent of NRPB. We were &
recently amused to have copied to us a letter from the Department of 7

Pointing the finger: When a government scientist reports to Michael
Meacher (left) that ‘there is no evidence that genetically modified crops are
damaging to health’, he is simply stating that none of the research studies
conducted have found ‘significant’ answers to this question.’
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Health in London advising an
enquirer into radiation and health
that the DoH took this area very
seriously and were advised by the
‘independent committee
COMARE' on the effects of radia-
tion. The letter was signed by Dr
Roy Hamlet, who signed himself,
Radiation Advisor, Department of
Health. He does not have far to
walk to get advice from the ‘inde-
pendent committee’ since he is,
himself, their secretary.

Further concern was raised
after we received a leak copy of
minutes of COMARE’s 55th meet-
ing, held on 18 March 1999, at
which they discussed a report, by
Green Audit, that there was
increased cancer near those parts
of the Irish Sea coast of Wales
where radioisotopes from
Sellafield had become concentrat-
ed. The authors of the report were
not invited to the meeting, where

the following extraordinary
exchange took place:
7.13  Professor MacMillan

asked whether it was possible to
be sure that there was no coastline
effect on the incidence of
leukaemia. Professor Clayton also
thought it would be premature to
say that the coastline effect did not exist.

7.15 The chairman (Professor Bridges) asked the committee mem-
bers whether they would wish to recommend a further study to test
Dr Busby's hypothesis.

7.16 Dr Hamlet (COMARE secretary) said that this would raise Dr
Busby’s credibility and would open the door for others to lean on
COMARE to recommend research.

The question here is whether the alarming possibility of increas-
ing Dr Busby's credibility is more important than investigating what
he claims to have found, even though this may save hundreds of lives,
if he is right.

To counter the apparently irresistible bias towards industry in cur-
rent research priorities we propose the development of a new struc-
ture of scientific advice based on the opposition principle that is so
fundamental to the UK constitution. Just as in the House of
Commons the Government, as protagonist, is opposed axiomatical-
ly by the Opposition, so the corporations, as developers of new
processes and products, should face opposition by government sci-
entists on behalf of the citizen. While the problems associated with
an oppositional system - especially its engendering of an antagonis-
tic rather than co-operative policy — have been emphasised, in recent
years its main benefit has been ignored. This is the strengthening of
legislation by means of a process of bombardment to identify any
weaknesses. And just as in the House the most effective route to pro-
motion for an ambitious back-bencher is to pick a sizeable hole in
government legislation, so in an oppositional scientific environment,
any new process or product would be subjected to a barrage of
research by the young scientist eager to make her name. This would
guarantee the genuine scrutiny of technological advance that the
effete committees of eminent academics have so clearly failed to pro-
vide. Under the new structure government advisory committees act
as referees between the evidence provided by the corporations, on the

Burger King: Would you accept a hamburger from this man? John
Selwyn Gummer (then agriculture minister) and daughter Cordelia in
the notorious anti-BSE PR campaign in 1990.

one side, and the counter evidence pro-
vided by government-funded indepen-
dent scientists on the other.

It is apparent that such a system will be
successful only if it is provided with
research from both sides of any debate. At
present research, much of it part-funded
by industry and part by our taxes, is biased
in favour of industry. We propose the
abandonment of such joint funding
arrangements. The money that we pro-
vide towards scientific research should
fund independent scientists whose objec-
tive is to protect our interests and our
health. We propose the creation of a new
position of ‘citizen scientist’.

The combination of increasing teach-
ing pressure and corporation funding has
undermined the ability of the academic to
carry out powerful and independent
research. By contrast, the citizen scientists
would be funded by public money to do
just that. They could continue in their
own university, or even work outside the
university structure altogether, but com-
pete with each other for fixed-term
government-funded contracts within des-
ignated areas of public concern. They

would then be required to produce and
publish research and to provide informa-
tion and advice to ministers and expert
committees,

In a country which enjoyed the bene-
fits of responsibility and accountability amongst its decision-makers,
those who caused the deaths of 53 people through their negligence
could be identified and should be tried for manslaughter. In this coun-
try, not only has nobody been punished for this appalling tragedy,
but the system that allowed it to occur remains unchanged. Worse
still, it appears that it is allowing precisely the same mistakes to occur
in the potentially more widespread and damaging arena of genetic
manipulation of crops. The people have learnt: they no longer trust
scientists or politicians. But politicians appear to have learnt noth-
ing. Unlike Pilate they do not ask “What is Truth?”’, but blindly follow
the advice of their civil servants and scientific advisers. The BSE
tragedy proves that in this debate the stakes are high. It is time pub-
lic money was invested in defending public health against the
onslaught from those who seek private profits. #

Molly Scott Cato is a researcher with Green Audit, an independent
environmental consultancy. Her publications include Seven Myths
About Work (1997) and Green Economics: Beyond Supply and
Demand to Meeting
People’s Needs (1999;
co-edited  with  Miriam
Kennett). 1 Don’t Know
Much About Science:
Political Decision-Making
Involving Science and
Technology (published May
2000, ISBN: 1-897761-21-X,
£5) is available from Green
Audit or by order from any
bookshop.
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TITLE: THEARTARCHIVE

= commercialist jamborees which legit-

£ athlete is dismissed as selfish individu-

THIS SPORTING LIFE

[F THE WEST INSISTS ON MARGINALISING MASCULINITY, SAYS
AIDAN RANKIN, THEN WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED BY THE
FERVOUR THAT ACCOMPANIES EVENTS LIKE THE OLYMPICS.

THE OLYMPICS ARE almost upon us, as
[ write. For many ecologists, this will be
a matter of indifference at best, or at
worst hostility. Indifference, because the
ecologically-minded tend to attach
scant importance to competitive sport.
Its very competitiveness troubles them.
They prefer co-operative endeavours, or
activities where the individual sets his
own pace without testing himself
against others. The hostility, mean-
while, is like most hostilities born of ide-
ological zeal. For the Olympics, and
other mass sporting events, are seen as

imise corporate power. The cult of the

alism, the flag-waving is jingoistic, the
vast expenditure condemned as
immoral.

Worse still, the iniquities of global
capitalism appear to be highlighted by
international sport. The image springs
to mind of children on the Indian sub-
continent who sew footballs for the
World Cup. Such powerful images sit
very uneasily upon the green con-
science. They should disturb anyone
who is concerned about social justice, or
who believes that economics should
serve an ethical purpose. Many green
campaigners will view Sydney, this year's Olympic venue, less as
one of the world’s great cities and more as a reminder of racial
oppression. They will remember the destruction of the Aboriginal
culture by white invaders and the continuing plight of the First
Australians. The Olympics are not, therefore, widely perceived as
a ‘green’ event. But should we allow the argument to end there?

In the West, especially, the rise of mass sporting events accom-
panies the decline of participation in sport and the rise of couch
potato culture. The more we watch sport on television, the less we
kick footballs around in the park or walk over rugged countryside.
The more we turn sportsmen into celebrities, the fewer playing
fields we provide for our children. We build stadiums the cost of
which would feed and house millions. We buy and sell football
players, as if they were servile gladiators in Ancient Rome. And yet,
we become ever more unhealthy, both as individuals and as a soci-
ety. The more detached from nature, the more alienated from our
own bodies we become, the more sport becomes the new opium
of the people,

Looked at this way, the ecological case against the Olympics, the
World Cup or Euro 2000 becomes compelling. Yet one of the weak-
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THE MORE WE TURN
SPORTSMEN INTO
CELEBRITIES,
THE FEWER PLAYING
FIELDS WE PROVIDE

nesses of green thinking has been the
failure to apply the same criteria to
human societies as the natural world.
Greens wax lyrical about conservation
and biodiversity, but tend to dismiss
cultural conservatism and human
diversity in favour of homogenising
‘equality’ and a ‘liberal’ social agenda
bequeathed by the left. In this sense, the
ecological movement is making the
same mistake as the ‘anthropocentric’
politics it opposes, that of dividing man
from the rest of nature.

Ecological wisdom cannot exist with-
out human understanding. That
requires us to throw out the ideological
baggage of an ageing New Left and look
more closely at social issues, such as
sport. When we do this, we can see a
connection between the flag-waving
nationalism, or the exaggerated region-
al loyalties, sport provokes, and the
decline of national symbols, the erosion
of that sense of place that gives our lives
context and purpose. We can see a con-
nection between the attack on mascu-
line values in the West and the eruptions
of male violence associated with sport-
ing events. Adulation of athletes is the
last refuge of patriots. Football hooli-
ganism is becoming the last refuge for
the strong, healthy young male. The commercial exploitation and
the violence are not mere products of ‘capitalism’. Instead, they are
the result of bad social policies that fail to respond to human need.

RD Laing, the radical psychiatrist, once posed the question:
‘who could be so superstitious as to suppose that the soul does not
exist, merely because we cannot see it at the end of a microscope?’
Although a Marxist and humanist, he realised that the decline of
religion and the absence of the sacred from public life were creat-
ing a hole in the heart of Western civilisation. For many individ-
uals, this hole was filled by mental disease. Laing rebuked his
scientific colleagues for the modern superstition of secularism.
There are many other modern superstitions, if we accept the
Oxford English Dictionary definition of superstition as ‘an unrea-
sonable or groundless notion’. Two of the strongest and most inti-
mately connected of these are internationalism and uni-sexism.
They are part of a twisted version of liberalism that rides roughshod
over tradition and refuses to understand the value of ritual.

Increasingly, it is assumed by bien pensant legislators, academics
and commentators that national symbols are irrelevant to the
modern world, or that the loyalties they embody can be swept



away. Through a mixture of brainwashing ‘education’ and coer-
cion, it is thought that the British can cease to think of themselves
as British and become citizens of ‘Europe’. It is believed, too, that
distinctions of culture, creed or way of life can be abolished or lev-
elled down by ‘multi-culturalism’, that our historical memory as a
people can be erased. Further, it is widely assumed that such
changes constitute progress, that the upward devolution of power
or the blurring of cultural boundaries creates a new understanding
between human beings.

Such ideas are superstitious because they are belied by actual
human behaviour. We have seen, from the last century especially,
the dangers of artificial political unions. Much of what we call the
Third World is defined by lines on a map, abstractions based on
colonial borders, remote from the way people think and feel. To
most Nigerians, membership of the Ibo, Yoruba or Hausa nations,
or many nations smaller but just as proud, is more important than
being Nigerian. Few Congolese feel loyalty to the government in
Kinshasa. In Africa especially, artificial political unions have led to
centralised, bureaucratic and corrupt regimes, which reinforce
Western prejudices.

We have a contrast between the highly participatory structures
of the African village or region and dictatorial governments, civil-
ian or military.

Closer to home, we can observe that
more than seventy years of Soviet tyran-
ny failed to create the ‘new Soviet man’,
that national loyalties and entrenched
religious beliefs won out over secular
internationalism. Yugoslavia also was a
political union intended to bring peace
to the Balkans, but only a strong, ener-
getic leader could hold its component
parts together. In Britain, international-
ist bias in education and politics has
achieved little more than a revival of
English nationalist fervour. ‘Multi-cul-
turalism’ and the denigration of history
have not fostered a common citizenship
but increased tension between ethnic
groups. Young racist whites are products of ‘liberal’ education and
its pacifist bias. They know nothing of the Afro-Caribbean regi-
ments that fought on our side in World War II.

The denial of national identity, and the instincts that support
it, fosters distrust between nations. Conversely, an individual’s
affection for his own culture enables him to open himself to other
cultures, too. Thus it is wrong to blame ‘nationalism’ for the vio-
lence and vulgarity of mass sporting events. It is the cult of inter-
nationalism that is to blame, for stifling national sentiments that
could be directed to positive ends — including wise stewardship of
the environment.

Much of the violence associated with sport is the violence of
exuberant young males. This has led fashionable psychologists,
afraid of ‘liberal” opinion, to conclude that there is a ‘crisis of mas-
culinity’.

Yet such behaviour suggests instead that masculinity is alive and
well. The problem is a society that neglects its young men, wastes
its male energy, devalues masculine creativity and the role of men
as fathers or providers. Since the 1960s, public policy has been
founded on the pretence that men can be socialised, trained and
educated in exactly the same way as women, that the sexes are not
only ‘equal’ in politics but socially interchangeable. Like interna-
tionalism, uni-sexism is intended to create a new type of society

MALE FOOTBALL
VIOLENCE IS AS ‘GREEN’,
IN ITS OWN WAY,

AS PROTESTS AGAINST
GENETICALLY MODIFIED
CROPS

where differences are abolished. Internationalists belittle national
flags as jingoistic and despise national armies. Uni-
sexists belittle fatherhood and dismiss most traditions as ‘patriar-
chal’. Male bastions, such as the church or the Armed Forces, must
be ‘feminised’ or pushed to the margins of society - or preferably
both.

In the interests of socially engineered ‘equality’, we ignore the
emotional needs of young men, which societies more ecological-
ly balanced than ours know instinctively. They know that the ado-
lescent male requires a rite of passage, by which he makes the
transition from boy to man. In India, the young Brahmin learns
Vedic tradition from an older male relative, usually his grandfa-
ther. Amongst the Melanesian Samba, youths are befriended by
older warriors and that friendship is lifelong. Native American
myths and hunting skills are passed along from older to younger
men.

All human societies, so-called primitive and so-called civilised,
have given male initiation cultural and spiritual pride of place. As
well as learning from his elders, the young man must often step
outside society, acting out anti-social adolescent desires as part of
initiation. Robert Brain, describing Australian Aboriginal rituals,
refers to the ‘unbridled independence and unruly temper of the
uninitiated boy’ as something consid-
ered normal, not daunting, by the tribe.!
Initiations usually involve an element of
danger. Young Maasai men become both
warriors and intelligent beings through
placing their lives at risk. As Teplillit Ole
Saitoti, himself a Maasai, explains:

‘A warrior must be strong, clever, coura-
geous, confident, wise and gentle. he must
hunt lions for his headdress, protect his
herds from predators, retrieve stolen or
strayed cattle... and safeguard his commu-
nity.”

Through testing himself against
nature, the young man becomes ‘wise
and gentle’, as well as strong. Through
satisfying his sense of adventure, he
becomes a useful member of society.

The young Maasai is therefore luckier than his Western coun-
terparts. For the further removed from nature the West becomes,
the more it represses young males. Education is increasingly about
sitting still for hours and learning irrelevant facts by rote. Safety is
placed above adventure. The idea of the man as provider for chil-
dren, or protector of women, is derided as old-fashioned. Military
service is no longer valued and is increasingly subject to civilian
norms. For more and more boys, there is no father-figure to revere
and emulate, no male role model at school and no heroes left
except for sporting celebrities.

Male football violence is therefore as ‘green’, in its own way, as
protests against genetically modified crops. It is a desperate plea for
a return to a society that reflects our true nature.

Ecologists should go on being critical of sporting events
where they are wasteful and iniquitous. But they should look on
the patriotism which inspires viewers of the Olympics and other
similar events, and the male solidarity which inspires football
crowds, as positive forces. For they are part and parcel of the human
ecosystem,.

Aidan Rankin is a Research Fellow in Govermment at the London School

of Economics. References on
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STEVE CARROLL

FISHING WRONGS

ED METCALFE BELIEVES ONE OF THE STUPIDEST THINGS YOU CAN
DO IS GIVE UP EATING MEAT AND CONTINUE EATING FISH.

WHILE IT IS true that fish have less
intelligence than other animals and may
even suffer less in their last moments
than a pig, for instance, does in an
abattoir, on environmental grounds it is
sheer madness to eat fish and not meat.
This insanity is, however, the fashion-
able practice of many quasi-vegetarians
who turn to fish as a source of animal =2
protein that is seen as less fleshy and =
sentient than other sources, as well as i
being healthier.

On entering a supermarket one finds
frozen cod fish fingers, for example,
right along side frozen mince meat; or
fresh herring and lemon sole under a
counter only feet away from fresh lamb
chops and chicken breasts.

Despite such proximity on the
shelves, between fish and meat there
exists a crucial distinction the implica-
tions of which most consumers never
give thought to. Whereas meat has been
domesticated for millennia and can
therefore be eaten, quite literally, until
the cows come home; with some
notable exceptions, fish are wild and like
anything else nature provides, vulnera-
ble to depletion and extinction. Over 80
per cent of fish found in supermarkets,
whether fresh or pre-packed, were com-
pletely wild. Such favourites as herring,
plaice, cod, Dover sole, haddock, monk-
fish, snapper, mackerel, sardines, scal-
lops and tuna are all as wild as cheetahs and antelopes. Though
salmon, trout and prawn are now farmed on a massive scale they
account for less than a fifth of fish consumed in the UK.

Of all the species of fish it is tuna that the consumer takes for
granted. This fish, which is the mainstay of salads, baps and sand-
wiches across the nation, is in a perilous situation. So common is
the sight of a can of tuna that one might mistakenly believe it to
be a small round fish that lives in olive oil or brine, not the three-
metre migratory giant that can live up to 30 years and travel 50
miles per hour.

To comprehend the extent of the tuna’s plight | would ask the
reader to engage in a short visualisation exercise.

Imagine yourself in a supermarket next to the shelves stacked
with tuna. In your mind’s eye picture all the tins of tuna stacked
on top of each other extending in rows along the length of the
shelves. Now multiply this scene by all the supermarkets in the
country, then in the world if you can, add to this the tins of tuna
found in every corner shop and kitchen cupboard. Several football
stadia full of tinned tuna should be the result.

Now repeat the magic words: “This isa wild animal’. The thought
that should come to mind is: ‘How long can this continue?'The
most conservative estimates predict serious shortfalls within the
next decade and decimation by 2020.
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THE MOST
CONSERVATIVE
ESTIMATES ON TUNA
POPULATION PREDICT
DECIMATION BY 2020

There are different types of tuna. The
tuna found in tins is the Yellowfin. The
most sought after tuna, however, is the
Bluefin, used to make tuna sashimi in
sushi restaurants. The fatty part of the
Bluefin is the supreme delicacy known
as ‘toro’. Around 55 per cent of all tuna
caught worldwide goes to Japan where
brokers for the sushi business pay from
T $10-25,000 for a single fish — flown in
) fresh overnight from wherever in the
world it has been caught. In the last two

'\\ decades over-fishing has resulted in a 90
per cent reduction of Bluefin tuna
stocks.

W\ It is the misfortune of the tuna that
\ QP sushi has taken off in Western Europe
and the US.

Sushi is the most chic, healthiest food
around, and it perfectly complements
today’s trend for eating less meat. Sushi
bars have sprung up all over London,
and may other international capitals
and cities. Sushi boxes are even sold
next to lunchtime sandwiches at chain
outlets such as Prét a Manger. With the
exception of salmon (and sometimes
prawn) all fish sold in sushi restaurants
are wild.

I once spoke to the owner of a well-
known Japanese restaurant and asked
him whether he was aware of any
potential problems with fish stocks,
tuna in particular. ‘Haven'’t a clue about
depletion’, he answered honestly.

He thought for a while and then continued: ‘Multiply like rab-
bits, they do... could never become extinct... the seas are simply
too huge.

His answer reflects the degree to which even people in the
industry are uninformed. If anyone who doubts that tuna could
be fished to near extinction one need only be reminded of what
happened in only a few short decades to cod stocks in the north
Atlantic.

The use of factory trawlers working around the clock using huge
dragnets to scoop the fish — which are located by sonar — out of the
sea, managed to reduce an one-time annual catch of 800,000
tonnes to a total population of a mere 1,700 tonnes in
just 30 years.

Tuna are now being farmed at Cartagena in Spain. This points
the way towards a more sustainable future, although sanctuaries
in which fish are free to multiply are also needed.

The truth is staring us in the face. Until we can be sure that wild
fish come from sustainable catches the only solution is simply
not to eat it.

Ed Metcalfe is a freelance journalist specialising in ecological and
environmental issues.



COMMENT

FREE US FROM FREE TRADE

WE'RE OFTEN TOLD THAT FREE TRADE WILL BENEFIT THE WORLD.
TONY BENN CAN’'T SEE A SHRED OF EVIDENCE.

FREE TRADE AND global capitalism are
accepted almost unanimously among
important people in Britain. Multi-
national companies demand free trade
because it gives them freedom. The City
needs it to prosper as a financial centre.
Speculators depend on it. Most newspa-
per proprietors and editors are commit-
ted to it. The BBC is so devout about free
trade that it broadcasts share values and
currency values every hour, entirely
replacing the daily prayer service.
Teachers explain free trade in business
study courses, and some trade union
leaders believe that free trade is bound
to come about.

The truth is that the benefits of free
trade are not really being seen in the
world at all. We are told, for example,
that the best way to narrow the gap
between rich and poor is to have free
trade and world capitalism. Ten years
ago, the world had 147 dollar billion-
aires; five years ago, it had 274 dollar bil-
lionaires, and that number increased
recently to 447, a rise of 25 per cent.
Those billionaires have a combined
wealth equivalent to the annual income
of half of the world’s population.

We must consider also what the
World Health Organisation says about
the health of the world. One-fifth of the
world’s children live in poverty; one-
third of the world’s population lack
access to essential drugs. Each year, 12 million children under five
die, and 95 per cent of them die from poverty-related illness; more
than half a million mothers die in childbirth, and more than one
million babies die of tetanus. What contribution have globalisa-
tion and free trade made to solving those problems? The theory
that wealth trickles down and that the richer Bill Gates gets, the
richer people in Asia will get, is one of the most ludicrous illusions
that could possibly be imagined.

Multinational corporations want free trade because they are try-
ing to get Governments off their back so that they can exploit the
profits that they can make with the minimum of interference. They
think that global capitalism and free trade will end redistributive
taxation and, although this has not been mentioned so far, grad-
ually turn health and education into market-related activities.

A restricted paper circulated to World Trade Organisation dele-
gates was brought to my attention by one of the Members of the
European Parliament who received it. It asked:

‘How can WTO members ensure that ongoing reforms in nation-
al health systems are mutually supportive and whenever relevant
market-based?’

It will not be long before some countries can say to others, ‘You
are discriminating against us because you have a health service and
our workers have not, so you must cut back your health service

POWER IN BRITAIN HAS
BEEN TRANSFERRED TO
EDDIE GEORGE. I DO
NOT KNOW WHICH
CONSTITUENCY HE WON

so that you are not taking unfair
advantage.’

Another important point is that glob-
al capitalism empowers companies to
move money freely, but it does not allow
workers to move freely. If someone owns
a factory in London but the wages are so
high that he cannot make a profit, he
can close it and open it in Malaysia,
where wages are lower. If, however,
someone from Malaysia tries to come to
London where wages are higher, immi-
gration laws would keep him out.

Globalisation has nothing to do with
internationalism. At least in the
European Union there is a free move-
ment of capital and labour. We are not
talking about letting workers move in
search of higher wages, but only of com-
panies moving in search of higher prof-
its. Global capitalism allows big
business to run the banana republics. It
involves risks to the protection of the
environment, and we are told that it is
inevitable.

Let us look at the matter from
another point of view that is all the
more important. Global capital is erod-
ing political democracy. Power in
Britain, for instance, has already been
transferred to Eddie George. 1 do not
know which constituency he won at the
election; I could not find his name any-
where on the list. None the less, he has
more power than the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The European
central bank will have more power than either of them.

None of the representatives of the IMF, the World Bank and the
WTO is elected. Who elects the secretary-general of NATO and the
director-general of the WTO? Nobody. Our political democracy has
been decapitated in the interests of worship of money. As Keir
Hardie said at the beginning of the century, we must choose
between worshipping God or Mammon, and there is no doubt on
which we decided.

There is a quote that, in a way, sums up what I feel on this issue.

We have lived so long at the mercy of uncontrolled economic forces
that we have become sceptical about any plan for human emancipation.
Such a rational and deliberate reorganisation of our economic life would
enable us, out of the increased wealth production, to establish an irre-
ducible minimum standard which might progressively be raised to one
of comfort and security.

Those are the words of Harold Macmillan in his book The Middle
Way. If as a democrat, an internationalist and a committed social-
ist [ may endorse that view, | suspect that 1 would be doing so with
the support of most people in the world who do not benefit from
the worship of money.

Tony Benn is the Labour MP for Chesterfield.
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CRAZY JACK, PO Box 3577, London NWZ 1LQ

The “Directory of
Eco-villages in Europe”

a detailed description of 57 eco-villages
LR from 22 countries provide a resource list
e as well as network addresses.

A guide to a sustainable now!

Available at the below address for Euro 15 + 3 for postage.
Send cash or Eurocheques in Euro with Cheque Card
Number on the back or contact the office for bank transfers.

GEN-Europe
Via Torri Superiore 5 - 18093 Ventimiglia (Imperia) Italy

teimgf'o'raﬂﬁsuq fax. @
i@ gei-earope.ory

WINNER OF
FOUR MAJOR
NATIONAL
AWARDS

Odourless Solvent

Free Organic Paints

Ivent-free

paints & ishes

72 co-ordinated colours * Free brochure & colour
card * Colour matching service * 2 day delivery

What other people say about ECOS
A joy to use — Homes & Gardens
.. Brilliant Buy — Be products, Ideal Home
... A delight to use — C. G. Northants
.. Pleasant to use and fast drying — M. S. London

LAKELAND pairnts
Tel: 01539 732866
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NEVER NEEDED MORE
THAN IT IS TODAY.

—NOAM CHOMSKY

In These Times is a rare beacon of
truth-telling amid that swamp of
political propaganda known as the
media. [t delivers the hard news one

might expect from a free press. |t
explains the subtext for the continuing
scandal of our decayed democracy.
Read it—you will be regularly shocked
by what the other journals leave out.

~ —WiLLiaM GREIDER

THE MOST CREATIVE AND

CHALLENGING NEWS MAGAZINE

ON THE AMERICAN LEFT.
—CORNEL WEST

For the past 23 years, In These Times fhas
been the premier newsmagazine on the
left, covering foreign palicy, the
environment and labor. We've won
numerous awards from Project Censored,
including first place in 1997 and 1998 for
the most under-reported stories of the year.
Start your subscription today and find out
what you've been missing.

CERTLEENE NG CECRINES Subscribe on the Web at
subscriber today! www.inthesetimes.com
Right now a or calll
1-year, 24-issue
sut S only fnrcredlt card orders
mmmhﬂmwﬂﬂll

yWhat is Livos?

Livos is the world’s leader in the development
and application of Natural Paints

This includes: wall paints, timber finishes & preservatives,
impregnation oils for floor & furniture, waxes, oil paints,
wallpaper pastes & adhesives, craft paints, masking system for
harmful chemicals and a special allergenic range.

Livos chooses only organic ingredients, where possible, to make
its range of products. These ingredients are obtained from
biological and environmentally responsible sources that are
grown without the use of pesticides. No harmful chemicals are
used in the manufacturing process. A full declaration of the
ingredients is always displayed on the packaging.

Livos products follow a stringent three-part testing system for:

1) Human health and safety

2) Environmental health and safety

3) How they react with each other

I'here is strictly no animal testing allowed on any Livos product

Livos is “the healthy difference”

Available through mail order from:

The Nature Maid Company, Unit D7 Maws Craft Centre,
Jackfield, Ironbridge, Shropshire, [[F8 7LS

Telephone (§1952)883288 [Fax ((§1952)883200 E-mail pdints@livos.demon.co.uk
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Doctor’s Handwriting

- anf@y column that A{lfu Ly d«e’a{f;ﬁer the medical truth.

ost of us operate under the assump-

tion that we exercise ultimate con-

trol over our children’s health, par-
ticularly in a nice, reasonable place like
Britain, which, after all, almost alone among
Western countries, doesn’t even mandate vac-
cination.

And then you hear the case of a
Nottingham family I've been calling the
Smiths. The couple, who were very dedicated
to natural parenting, had baby Alexander last
February. Alexander was breastfeeding well,
but over the first few weeks, he wasn’t gaining
any weight —a situation not unheard of
among breastfed babies. Nevertheless all else
being well — he was content, cheery and sleep-
ing soundly — their midwife was unconcerned
enough about the weight to discharge him at
28 days.

Nevertheless, the Smiths weren't happy and
requested a meeting with their GP. When the
GP finally arrived two weeks later with the
health worker, he professed alarm at the baby's
weight and rushed the Smiths to hospital.

There, Social Services took the issue of
Alex’s slight lack of weight and proceeded to
build an entire case of parental failure to
attend to the baby's medical needs around
what were well-informed decisions about
alternative health care. The Smiths’ refusal to
give their newborn injected vitamin K, the
Guthrie (heel-prick) test or vaccinations - that is, their refusal to
conform to the views of the ‘professionals’ — were interpreted as
‘anti-establishment’, even ‘neglectful’. Social Services managed to
secure an interim care order and insisted that the Smiths be placed
in a family centre under 24-hour surveillance,
where they stayed for four months.

P . -
Family centres, for the unitiated, are like pris- Social Services are How many of the rest

ons, where parents with social problems can be & . of us would pass a psy-

monitored around the clock until Social Services 'ﬁrl'l'l'y Stalll:llllg in chological profile if our

deems them fit to be left to their own devices.

The Smiths have now been let out of the fam-
ily centre, but have been ordered to live with Joe
Smith’s parents. This has caused no end of fric-
tion between the couple. Joe's parents smoke in
front of the baby, against Lisa’s wishes. His
mother is critical of everything Lisa does. Lisa has no privacy and
no self-determination. Disabled from a series of botched knee
operations, she is forced to live in a house with stairs that she has
to continually negotiate just to go to the loo.

Relations between Lisa and Joe, which had been ‘extremely’
happy for 12 years, are so strained that the word 'divorce’ some-
times creeps into the conversation. Yet the Smiths are convinced
they could save their relationship if they were able to proceed with
their plans to move to Wales. They have put an offer on a three-
bedroom house and are soon to exchange contracts. Joe, a former

FALLING FOUL
OF THE SS

BY LYNNE
McTAGGART

the way of the
Smiths’ rosy future’

bricklayer who has studied to be a financial
adviser, would like to go and seek permanent
work. The best school in the area has already
accepted baby Alex. The Smiths are keen to get
off state benefits.

Nevertheless, Social Services are firmly
standing in the way of this rosy future. They
don’t want Joe to work because Lisa is disabled
(although she can get around perfectly ade-
quately in a one-storey dwelling). Everything -
even custody of Alexander - rests upon psy-
chological and paediatric assessments, and a
court case in January, which will determine
whether Social Services can still retain joint
control over Alex until he is school age.

This case isn't about the health of Alex who,
at six months, is a chunky little bruiser
between the top quarter percentile in height
and weight. This case is about professionals
wishing to assert arbitrary control. From her
own bad experiences at the hands of medicine,
Lisa gets a bit prickly with mindless authority.
She is the Randle P McMurphy - the Jack
Nicholson character in One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest—to a small army of Nurse
Racheds. Instead of electric shock treatment, in
this instance, the instrument used to crush her
will is psychological assessment and custody of
her child. It’s the same instrument used by
many doctors when parents clash with them
over their intended treatment of a minor. The
latest ploy with Lisa is a charge of ‘Munchausen’s syndrome-by-
proxy’ — deliberate attempts to harm the baby - an
increasingly common charge being hurled at par-
ents whose greatest problem is disagreement

with some medical pro-
fessional in charge.

own informed decisions
about alternative medicine were
placed under the microscope by
a group of people who vio-
lently disagree with us? The
Smiths’ experience indi-

cates that Big Brother is alive and well in

Britain, and wearing a white coat and stetho-
scope.

Lynne McTaggart is editor of What Doctors Don’t
Tell You, a monthly newsletter which exposes dan-
gers and unproven practices in medicine. Annual sub-
scriptions cost £34.95. For details: WDDTY, Tower
House, Sovereign Park, Market Harborough, Leics

LE16 9EF. Tel:
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DAM-BUSTING

CAMPAIGNS AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE DAMS CAN WORK.
AVIVA IMHOF SENDS IN A PROGRESS REPORT FROM THAILAND.

ON 6 JULY this year, the Thai government
announced that the gates of the Rasi Salai
dam would be opened for at least two
years for environmental restoration and
that investigations would be held to deter-
mine who has been affected by the pro-
ject. This represents a significant victory -
yet it is only the beginning.

More than 17,000 people have lost
farmland to the reservoir.

Completed in 1994, the dam is part of the
Kong-Chi-Mun Water Diversion project, a
huge irrigation project in the northeast of
Thailand. Rasi Salai, the first dam built in
this plan, is currently useless as the irriga-
tion canals have not yet been completed.

According to Chainarong Srettachau,
Director of Thai NGO South-East Asia
Rivers Network, the project is ‘likely to
remain useless’ because ‘the reservoir sits
on top of a huge salt dome and its water is
too salty for irrigation’. Due to the heavily
salinated water, Thailand’s Office of
Environmental Policy and Planning has
refused permission for the dam'’s irrigation
canals to be built.

In August 1999, protesters established a
makeshift village in the reservoir area,
vowing to stay until their demands were
met. Last November, 400 villagers risked

THE OPENING OF the Rasi Salai dam in
Thailand represents a victory for the local
villagers after a bloody seven-year fight. But
their compatriots at the World Bank-funded
Pak Mun Dam are still fighting for justice.

drowning as the waters rose around them.

They said they would not move until the

dam gates were opened. When the
Government temporarily agreed to open
the gates, but offered no permanent solu-
tion, 800 villagers took over the dam and
occupied the dam crest in May this year.
Frustrated by the Government’s inaction,
villagers started removing rocks from the
southern part of the dam to restore the
Mun River to its natural course.

The long years of protest by the villagers
have borne fruit. Additional concessions
by the government include a promise to
investigate the compensation claims of the
affected villagers, including a new survey
of land held by villagers around the reser-
voir. Because land was not surveyed prior
to construction the exact location of the
villagers’ land and its use are not known.

The Thai government also agreed to
conduct soil salinity studies. Villagers have
been complaining of salinity problems in
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the reservoir since the dam was completed
in 1994. A report by the Land
Development Department revealed that
over 42 per cent of the area irrigated by
the dam is at risk of facing salinity prob-
lems due to the high salt content of the
reservoir waters. Paijit Silarak, a leader of
the Assembly of the Poor, claims the water
from the dam flooded salt mines causing
soil and water contamination in the area.
Since the Government’s decisions were
made the villagers have vacated their
protest sites on top of the dam and in the
reservoir. The victory at Rasi Salai has been
bittersweet, however, as Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai has remained steadfast in
his refusal to permanently open the gates
at the World Bank-funded Pak Mun Dam,
200 kilometres downstream from Rasi
Salai.

PAK MUN

Villagers affected by the Pak Mun dam
have been protesting for the last year and
a half to pressure the Thai government
and the World Bank to open Pak Mun's
floodgates to restore the river's fisheries. In
March 1999, more than 5,000 villagers
occupied the land adjacent to the Pak Mun
dam and established Ban Mae Mun Man



Yuen 1, or ‘Long-Lasting Mun
River Village Number 1'. Six other
protest villages with the same
name were subsequently estab-
lished at other dam sites around
Thailand. After 14 months of
demonstration at the Pak Mun
dam site with little response from
the government, last May more
than 1,000 villagers took over the
dam and fish ladder.

‘Our experience has proved that
the Pak Mun Dam has destroyed
the river’s fertility. It has also

DETAILS OF THE DESTRUCTION
An independent study of the Pak Mun Dam’s costs and
benefits has been recently completed by the World
Commission on Dams (WCD). The WCD study found
that the dam, which was supposed to generate 136
megawatts, is barely generating 40 megawatts in the
high-demand months of April and May.
Completed in 1994, the dam'’s final cost was US$265
million, almost twice as much as originally estimated.
Today it isn't generating enough electricity to recover
its investment costs.

The WCD states that 169 out of 265 species of fish
in the Mun River were affected by the dam. Of these,
56 species have completely disappeared. The WCD
estimated that the actual catch in the reservoir and

Mun Dam, national forests and
other ‘development projects’.
The Cabinet agreed to open the
gates of Pak Mun until the end
of August but refused to make
any future promises. The gov-
ernment also refused to pay
compensation to more than
2,000 families affected by the
nearby Sirindhorn Dam, com-
pleted in 1972.

The protesting villagers
described the action as ‘too little
too late’. The Pak Mun dam’s

destroyed the peaceful livelihood

of our community,” said Mr.
Thongcharoen Srihadham, a vil-

lage leader. ‘The fish ladder which

was supposed to solve the dam’s

damage to fish breeding, could not be a
substitute for the natural river. Hence, we
are demanding that the Pak Mun Dam’s
gate be opened in order to regain the abun-
dance of the Mun River.’

The 136 MW Pak Mun Dam, which was
completed in 1994, was built by the
Electricity Generating Authority of
Thailand with US$24 million in financing
from the World Bank. From the outset, the
project was highly controversial due to the
predicted impacts on the rich and produc-
tive fisheries of the Mun River, the largest
tributary of the Mekong River. As a direct
result of the dam, more than 20,000 people
have been affected by drastic reductions in
fish populations upstream of the dam site,
and other changes to their livelihoods. The
dam has blocked the migration of fish, and
a fish ladder, promoted by the World Bank's
fisheries experts as a mitigation measure,
has proved useless.

After the dam occupation, Deputy Prime
Minister Banyat Banthadthan appointed a
neutral committee to investigate the dam
and 15 other problems regarding dam, for-
est and land issues raised by the Thai peo-
ples’ movement Assembly of the Poor. Last
month, the committee recommended that
the Government open Pak Mun's gates for
four months during the rainy season each
year to allow fish migration. The Deputy
Prime Minister subsequently refused to
comply with the committee’s recommenda-
tions.

Frustrated by the lack of response from
the government, in mid-July thousands of
villagers traveled to Bangkok to protest. On
16 July, more than 200 villagers entered
Government House. Police wielded batons
and fired tear gas at the protesters. Some 50

upstream is 60 to 80 percent less than before the dam
was built, resulting in an economic loss of around

US$1.4 million per annum.

people were injured, 10 of whom were
admitted to the hospital, and 225 villagers
were arrested and charged with trespassing
and illegal assembly. Their charges are still
pending.

‘They trampled us as if we were not
humans,’ said Sa-nguan Puebkhunthod,
one of the hospitalised protesters. ‘I saw a
70-year-old grandmother being hit until her
head was bleeding. We didn’t want to harm
anybody. We had only our bare hands. The
only thing we wanted to say was that our
suffering is real.’

The violent response from the police was
met with national and international con-
demnation and increasing protests in
Bangkok. More than 30 groups released
statements condemning the government for
its use of force. They demanded the uncon-
ditional release of all detained villagers and
the opening of the sluice gates at Pak Mun
dam. More than 40 pro-democracy and
activist groups also agreed to join the vil-
lagers in their protest at Government House.

On 24 July, 96 organisations from 26
countries wrote to the Thai Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai urging him to open the
gates of the dam and expressing their out-
rage at the use of force. In Japan, represen-
tatives of 10 environmental groups and
three members of the Japanese Diet
(Parliament) sent an open letter to the Thai
embassy in Tokyo calling on the Thai gov-
ernment to address the protesters’ griev-
ances. In Washington DC, three protesters
fasted for three days and held a vigil out-
side the Thai embassy.

In response to national and internation-
al pressure, the Thai cabinet met on 25
July to discuss the problems raised by
Assembly of the Poor, including the Pak

gates would have been opened
anyway due to flooding
upstream. Chaiphan Praphasawat
of Assembly of the Poor said the
Cabinet had conceded very little
while appearing to have agreed to many of
the recommendations made by the govern-
ment-appointed committee to solve the
problems of the poor.

‘It may sound good to Bangkok's middle
class who may feel the government has
shown much mercy to the villagers’, Mr
Chaiphan said. ‘But if you read it carefully,
it does not help the poor that much.’

Two days after the Cabinet resolution, 40
people began a hunger strike to pressure
the government to adhere to their
demands, the first mass hunger strike ever
staged in Thailand. Their number has fluc-
tuated ever since and at time of press, 472
people were striking. On 30 July, more than
10,000 people, including Assembly of the
Poor protesters, labour groups, social
activists and business leaders, converged in
Bangkok to express displeasure with Chuan
Leekpai's administration. Chuan said he
would grant one major concession and
organise a public hearing on the issues, but
said that the Government could not meet
all the protesters’ demands.

The Assembly of the Poor has vowed to
continue their struggle until all of their
demands are met. In a statement released
on 28 July, the Assembly of the Poor said,
‘We've realised that to preserve our dignity
is to fight for justice and righteousness; not
to fight for personal gains. We have to fight
to keep our cherished local culture, our
rivers, mountains, forests as well as wildlife
and riverine animals for the future sake of
our descendants.’

Aviva Imhof is South-East Asia Campaigner
with Berkeley, CA-based International Rivers
Network. For further information on the work
of IRN see www.irn.org
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KLURDIE

STUFFING TURKEY

IF BRITAIN AND OTHER COUNTRIES SUPPORT AN ENVIRONMENTALLY DESTRUCTIVE DAM PROJECT IN
TURKEY, WHAT ARE WE THEN TO MAKE OF OUR ‘ETHICAL FOREIGN POLICY’? TONY JUNIPER REPORTS.

IMAGINE A CONSORTIUM of international
companies arriving near Oxford to build a
two-kilometre-long hydroelectric dam
across the River Thames. The city is to be
flooded and tens of thousands made home-
less. Worse still, the local people have not
been consulted about the project, nor
offered compensation or rehousing. The
city’s historical treasures are to be
submerged and lost for ever, for a project
that will last 40 years. An impossible
prospect? In Oxford perhaps, but not in
the ancient Kurdish city of Hasankeyf.

Citizens there are bracing themselves
for the construction of
the Ilisu Dam and a del-
uge that will not only
make them homeless
and undermine their
human rights, but dam-
.. age the environment,

- wreck an ancient cul-
ural heritage and
hreaten regional politi-
“al stability. A group of
developed nations must
now decide whether
they will support the project. The govern-
ments of Britain, Austria, Japan, Germany,
the United States, Italy, Switzerland,
Sweden and Portugal have received appli-
cations for insurance cover against the risk
that the companies involved will not be
paid for their work. As such, these govern-
ments have a serious dilemma on their
hands. Do they back their exporters, or
respect human rights, the environment
and international law?

Construction will be led by British com-
pany Balfour Beatty which has requested a
£200 million investment guarantee from
the Export Credits Guarantee Department
(ECGD). Balfour Beatty is no stranger to
environmentally damaging and controver-
sial projects. It built the Pergau Dam in
Malaysia, the Cardiff Bay Barrage in Wales
and the road that Swampy famously tun-
nelled beneath. Although the company
now faces prosecution for corruption in
Lesotho! and has been raided by the FBI in
the United States?, the UK Government,
pressed on by the Prime Minister himself?,
has announced that it is ‘minded’ to grant
the company an export credit for its part in
the project.

Ilisu is one in a series of some 22 dams

THE KURDISH CITY of Hasankeyf is
threatened with the construction of a mighty
dam that will displace whole communities.
And it's the western world that is considering
putting up the finance for the project.

and related power plants and irrigation
projects that comprise the so-called South-
East Anatolia project. These major
infrastructure works in the Tigris and
Euphrates basins have been developed by
the Turkish Government as a means to
meet both the growing national demand
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for electric power and as a route to mod-
ernising the economy of the south-east of
the country, through irrigation of farmland
for example. The dam is intended to pro-
duce 3,800 gwh of electricity per annum.
But located only 65 kilometres from the
point where the Tigris forms the border
with Syria and flows on into Iraq, the
potential for Turkey to regulate the flow of
the river for political purposes is consider-
able. The consistently hostile tone of
Turkish politicians on the matter of water
resources bodes ill for an amicable settle-
ment with neighbouring nations.

Aside from the international political
tensions linked to the control of river flow,
the direct impacts anticipated from the
dam’s construction would be massive. Not
only would the reservoir engulf an area of
the Tigris valley larger than Manchester, it
would submerge more than 70 villages and
towns leading to the displacement of some
25,000 Kurdish people. Hasankevf, the
largest settlement, has a population of
5,500 and a history stretching back 10,000
years. The city is a cultural centre for the
Kurdish people and it is not surprising that
some locals interpret the dam as a calculat-
ed act of cultural genocide in the region
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There’s no place like home: The site of the dam (left), and an emergency new dwelling-place.

most hotly contested during the bitter war
between the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK)
and the Turkish state.

Irrespective of Turkish motivations,
there has as yet been no consultation with
the local people, no compensation package
has been agreed and, as of July 2000, there
is no resettlement plan. Given previous
experience in the region, the inhabitants of
the area can expect little or nothing in
terms of state assistance but instead to fin-
ish up swelling the hundreds of thousands
of already displaced people who populate
the shanty towns at the edges of Turkey’s
larger cities. The fact
that a project of this
nature could edge to the
brink of official approval
in countries like the UK
is remarkable. Part of
the reason for this is
official secrecy.

The threat of legal
action by Friends of the
Earth in the summer of
1999 under European
freedom of information
laws forced the release of details on a previ-
ously secret environmental assessment
commissioned by the consortium
members. The environmental report (not
its crucial annexes however) was examined
by consultants working for the British
Government with their findings published
late in 19994, In addition to highlighting a
number of serious impacts that will follow
dam construction, such as lowered water
quality, they found the existing assessment
to be deficient in many important respects.
There was no consideration of the cumula-
tive effects of the dam in conjunction with
other projects, even though the report
reveals another planned dam to be built
downstream from llisu. No information
was available on the effects of altered river
flow on wetlands downstream. And while
the dam’s supporters claim a clean source
of climate-friendly energy$, there has been
no mention of recent findings that demon-
strate a huge contribution of methane (a
potent greenhouse gas) from rotting organ-
ic matter in dam reservoirs.

In contravention of internationally
agreed standards for environmental assess-
ment, there is also no evaluation of alter-
native works that might achieve the same



outcome. For example, the upgrading of
Turkey's grid transmission system would
save enormous quantities of power whilst
altering consumer behaviour could have a
similar effect. A new and allegedly compre-
hensive environmental assessment has been
promised but this has been subject to unex-
plained delays and, like the earlier report,
remains unpublished.

These revelations on the environmental
impacts of the Ilisu Dam were accompanied
with another devastating consultant’s
report on the expected social and cultural
consequences of the projectt. The two
reports prompted the UK Government to
announce four conditions’ that must be
met before British assistance will be provid-
ed. These require that a proper resettlement
plan will be put in place, that the conserva-
tion of Hasankeyf’s archaeological riches is
secured, for good water quality to be main-
tained and for flow rates to be preserved.
On all counts, Turkey appears unable or
unwilling to act.

As far as the resettlement plan is
concerned, Turkey has had nearly 20 years
since the dam was first proposed to provide
for the needs of displaced local people. Only
now after a public campaign in western
countries has it been forced, reluctantly, to
act. So far, the Turkish authorities have
appointed a company specialising in pack-
age holidays and business seminars to devel-
op resettlement plans. Aside from laying on
coaches and distributing leaflets, this com-
pany is not experienced in dealing with the
serious upheavals that will follow the forced
removal of 25,000 people from their
homes®,

The maintenance of Hasankeyf's archae-
ological riches beneath 50 metres of murky
water would appear impossible. Even if
some form of rescue was possible, the
recent flooding of the Roman city of
Zeugma beneath the waters of the Birecik
Dam on the Euphrates provides one more
indication of Turkish indifference to any-
thing other than progressing its dam-build-
ing aspirations. In planning to flood
Hasankeyf, the Turkish Government is also
directly contradicting its own Department
of Culture’s 1978 ruling that conferred
‘complete archaeological protection’ on the
city. Assuring water quality would require
many tens of millions of pounds-worth of
upstream investment in sanitation and
sewage treatment facilities. Although finan-
cial support for sanitation works is being
considered by Germany, the extent to
which river quality can be protected from

sewage from shanty towns remains in grave
doubt.

The assurance that flow rates will be
maintained can only be proved in practice.
Should Turkey decide in the future to use
water for political purposes, there would be
little that the participating export credit
agencies could do about it. And should dis-
putes over water escalate into conflict, then
most of the countries supporting the dam
would be under pressure as NATO members
to side with Turkey.

Importantly, following the preparation
of a legal opinion by lawyers acting for
Friends of the Earth?, the British
Government has now announced a fifth
condition!?, This relates to Turkey’s interna-
tional legal requirements as a signatory of
regional water agreements. If Turkey fails to
consult with its downstream neighbours
prior to progressing the Ilisu proposal, it is
held that the country will be in breach of
international law. And because even the
loosest interpretation of export credit rules
cannot justify assistance to another country
to violate international treaties, then action
might be taken in the British courts to chal-
lenge any decision by the UK to grant a
credit. In July 2000, the Syrian Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs confirmed that ‘the
Government of the Republic of Turkey has
not officially informed, consulted, or nego-
tiated with us about the implementation of
the llisu Dam project on the Tigris river as
stipulated by the rules of international law

‘The llisu Dam demonstrates
the huge chasm that still
divides the rich countries’
industrial policies from
sustainable development.’

and the relevant agreement on the Tigris
river and other agreements concluded
between the two countries’!!. The project is
therefore vulnerable to legal challenge — at
least in the UK where campaigners can chal-
lenge official decisions through judicial
review.

Underlining the disastrous nature of the
llisu proposal, a committee of British MPs in
July recommended that the British
Government should not support the
project. ‘The Ilisu Dam was from the outset
planned in contravention of international
standards and still does not comply. For
that reason, cover should not be given’,
they said. The MPs suggested that compa-

REPORTS

nies convicted of bribery or corruption
should be barred from receiving ECGD sup-
port and that there should be no assistance
for exports that infringe human rights.
Their crushing conclusions included the
view that ‘relevant international criteria
should be met before a proposal is agreed
and cover sought — it is a sign of political
will, institutional capacity, developmental
commitment and good faith... The shotgun
wedding approach to export credit that we
find in the case of the Ilisu Dam does not in
our view bode well for the implementation
of commitments but is rather the worst
form of export credit practice’'2,
Campaigners opposing the dam agreed.

The Ilisu Dam clearly demonstrates the
huge chasm that still divides the rich coun-
tries’ industrial policy from sustainable
development. Export credit agencies are
exposed as preoccupied with supporting
their national enterprises at the expense of
human rights, the environment and politi-
cal stability — even where politicians publi-
cally express an understanding of the risks
involved. But should any one of them
decline support, it is clear that agencies
with lower standards would provide assis-
tance anyway. This classic race to the bot-
tom in pursuit of narrow business aims
emphasises the urgent need for internation-
al action to agree common binding
standards applying to all export credit agen-
cies. A discussion on this very matter taking
place in the OECD has however stalled
because of the negative attitude of some
governments, including Germany and
Spain, who continue to champion an unreg-
ulated approach.

But there is still the prospect for a positive
impact from the Ilisu scheme. If campaigners
are successful in preventing export credit
agency support, then certainly there would
be a refocus of political attention on the poli-
cies operated by these most powerful but
secretive institutions. If Britain’s so-called
ethical foreign policy amounts to anything
more than voter-friendly spin, the UK can-
not support Ilisu: it must instead press for
changes in the rules by which its Export
Credits Guarantee Department does business.

Tony Juniper is policy and campaigns director of
Friends of the Earth. Friends of the Earth is a

member of the HNisu Dam Campaign, Box 210,
266 Banbury Road, Oxford Email
Website www.ilisu.org.uk

Tel
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the only country in

THE MODIFIED EAST

AS WESTERN EUROPE TURNS AGAINST GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS, SO THE
TRANSNATIONAL “LIFE SCIENCES’ COMPANIES ARE TURNING THEIR ATTENTION TO THE MORE
VULNERABLE EAST OF THE CONTINENT, SAYS IZA KRUSZEWSKA.

THE RECENT SCANDAL of GM-contami-
nated rape seed, imported to Western
Europe from Canada by the seed company
Advanta, highlighted the problem of cross-
pollination of conventional plants by their
GM relatives. It also threw up the difficul-
ties of finding regions which are still GM-
free. In response, Advanta claimed to have
moved seed production to countries like
New Zealand where no GM production
takes place. Meanwhile, Pioneer Hi-Bred,
which specialises in maize seed, has moved
European maize seed
pl’(){}[!(_'li()ﬂ to
Romania, Hungary and
Austria.

Romania is a strange
choice. Since 1997, US
seed companies have
tested and registered
seven varieties of GM
crops in the country,
and in 1999, the
Ministry of Agriculture
approved the commer-
cial growing of GM
soybeans and large-
scale trials of potatoes,
maize and sunflower
seeds, despite the
absence of any law on
GM seeds. Last year
Romania cultivated at
least 100,000 hectares
of GM crops.

Yet Romania is not

‘entral and Eastern
‘urope (CEE) that is
growing GM crops. The
uncertainty surround-
ing what is actually
going on in CEE and the Newly
Independent States (NIS) lies in the
absence of any public right to information
and, in many cases, poor government over-
sight.

EASTERN EUROPE - A BRIEF BACKGROUND

Science and technology have a long history

in this region. Indeed the grandfather of
genetics is Mendel, a monk who lived in
Brno, now in the Czech Republic. Already
in the 1980s, scientists in many of these

A REPORT INTO (he rampant usage of GM
seeds and foods in former Soviet countries.

countries were undertaking experiments in
agri-biotechnology, and by the early 1990s
were releasing genetically modified organ-
isms (GMOs) into the environment with-
out any regulatory controls. Since 1991,
Bulgarian scientists from the Institute of
Genetic Engineering in Kostinbrod have
been releasing GM tobacco plants during

Sunflowers: among the many Eastern European GM crops.

field trials. In 1996, in Poland, Greenpeace
discovered GM carp with human growth
hormone genes (to make them grow faster)
that had been swimming in the ponds of a
government institute since at least 1994!

At this time, most of the biotech research
was still domestically driven and funded by
the public purse.

Now, in the face of strong opposition to
GM foods in Western Europe and increas-
ingly elsewhere, the transnational ‘life sci-
ences’ companies, such as Monsanto and
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Pioneer, are choosing Eastern Europe and
the NIS as a playground for their genetic
experiments. Where better to exploit a cul-
ture of secrecy and oppression than in a
region where decades of authoritarian rule
has created a society afraid to assert their
democratic rights to information and par-
ticipation. These may be nominally democ-
ratic countries, but state officials there are
still regarded with fear, rather than as pub-
lic servants. The transnationals know that
their activities are safe from public scrutiny
and legal challenge.
Many countries in the
region still have no
specific GM laws, and
even in those that
have laws, they are
either weak or non-
enforced.

First-round EU
accession countries,
such as Hungary,
Czech Republic and
Poland, and those torn
by war in the former
Yugoslavia, like
Croatia, have been
spared some of the
worst corporate excess-
es. Yet second-round
countries, like
Bulgaria, and certainly
the Newly
Independent States of
the former Soviet
Union, offer the best
chances for TNCs to
push their GM seeds.

It is clear that com-
panies want some legal
basis for starting field
trials of GM plants, because these are the
first steps to commercialisation. In 1996,
when Bulgaria became the first country in
the region to introduce minimal
regulations providing for an approval sys-
tem for GM seeds, this was the cue for
Monsanto to introduce GM seeds.

The picture presented below is sketchy,
since information held by officials in most
of these countries is closely guarded. They
prefer to bend to the wishes of industry
which demands that information on field



trials be confidential, despite the fact that
these same companies accept extensive lists
of their field trials in Western Europe being
publicly available on the Web. Some infor-
mation about field trials then may not even
reach officials, since few countries require
the maintenance of a publicly accessible
central database of all GMO releases.
Information on the presence of GM food on
the market is likewise non-existent.
According to a Polish environmental min-
istry official: ‘Strictly for ethical reasons,
producers should label products which con-
tain GMOs. Companies are the ones that
have the problem [in enforcing Polish GM
labelling law|, not the Polish Trade
Inspection Service’.

To overcome this information deficit, the
NGO network, ANPED, The Northern
Alliance for Sustainability, based in
Amsterdam, has been working with member
groups in Croatia, Bulgaria and Poland to
undertake a ‘mapping’ of the national situa-
tion. Information about the level of com-
mercialisation of GM crops, regulatory
structures and so on, has helped identify
the most urgent targets for campaigning.
The findings have been published in
reports, released in both English and the
local language.

Elsewhere, the situation in Ukraine and
Georgia, and in particular the activities of
Monsanto, have been documented by
Greenpeace. In Hungary and the Czech
Republic, NGO campaigns provide a picture
of the situation.

However, large parts of this region,
including Russia, remain largely uncharted
by NGOs, although campaigns are starting
to emerge. And these are urgently needed.
UNIDO'’s database of GMO releases in Russia
reveals that AgrEvo’s herbicide-tolerant
sugar beet and Monsanto’s Roundup Ready
soyabeans are already grown commercially.

EUACCESSION COUNTRIES
Hungary has the strongest regulatory and
civil oversight over GE activities, and also
one of the longest-running NGO campaigns
against genetic engineering in the region. A
comprehensive law on genetically modified
organisms (GMOs), complying with EU
Directive 90/220 has been in place since
1999, with model participation provisions.
The 17-member Genetech Committee that
evaluates applications for releases of GMOs
includes four representatives of
environmental NGOs and two from
consumer groups.

Information on field trials of GM sugar
beet, corn and oilseed rape is available on

the web. The campaign’s visibility was
boosted when the NGO, ETK Nature
Conservation Club, the main group in
Hungary working on GE, invited Arpad
Pusztai, the Hungarian scientist gagged in
Britain for his criticisms of genetic engineer-
ing, to speak at public meetings in Budapest
in April 1999.

In the Czech Republic, a law on GMOs
was adopted only in May 2000, despite the
fact that field trials have been going on for
several years and GM food is on the market.
However, due to intense lobbying by the
pro-biotech group, Biotrin, which is funded
in part by Monsanto and other TNCs, the
new law is weak on public participation. It
does not cover GM food and its labelling,
despite the fact that testing of foods by the
media and Greenpeace has revealed GM-
contaminated foods on the market. A new
law on GM labelling is to be introduced in
summer 2000, but will not cover GM food
additives.

‘A recently introduced
regulation requires approval
and labelling of GM food, but
itis not enforced and no
labelled food can be found in
Polish supermarkets.’

Poland was the first country in Eastern
Europe where NGOs started campaigning
on GMOs. In November 1996, the Polish
group, Green Federation, working with
international NGOs, released a report
‘Playing God’ to alert officials and the pub-
lic to the releases of GMOs taking place in
Poland and elsewhere in the region, in the
complete absence of any legal framework. It
revealed releases of GM carp in Poland, field
trials of GM tobacco and alfalfa in Bulgaria,
GM potatoes in Russia and of potatoes,
tobacco, maize, oilseed rape and alfalfa in
Hungary.

The Polish parliament finally passed a
GMO regulation in late 1999 that introduced
a permitting system for field trials. However,
field trials with potatoes, corn and beet had
already started in 1997 and some 10-20 trials
with corn, potato and oilseed rape had taken
place in 1998 — mainly by AgrEvo, Pioneer
and Monsanto. Permits for field trials are
approved by the same geneticists that are
working on GM plants. According to a
Ministry of Agriculture official: ‘The scientists
police each other’. In 1999, 10 permits were
granted for oilseed rape, sugar beet, fodder
beet, maize and potato, each of which can
cover several sites.
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A recently introduced regulation requires
approval and labelling of GM food, but it is
not enforced and no labelled food can be
found in Polish supermarkets. Even
Environment Ministry officials admit that
the law is ‘just a paper tiger’, since there are
no reference laboratories and no
enforcement procedures.

MONSANTO’S GM POTATOES ON

THE LOOSE IN UKRAINE

If the situation seems lawless in first-round
Accession countries, elsewhere in the
region, it really is the ‘wild east’ as far as the
companies from the ‘wild west’ are
concerned. The activities of Monsanto in
Ukraine and Monsanto and Pioneer in
Bulgaria provide a picture of the chaos that
parts of this region suffer and that these
companies exploit.

In 1997, Monsanto first imported GM Bt
potatoes to Ukraine, allegedly for field tri-
als. The seed potatoes came from Prince
Edward Island in Canada. However, only in
August 1998 was a government resolution
introduced, in an attempt to legalise what
had already been taking place for two
years.

The field trials were the first steps
towards commercialisation of the GM pota-
to. The two years of ‘trials’ were used to
multiply the initial stock of imported seed
potatoes, after which Monsanto hoped they
would gain approval of the Bt potatoes for
human consumption and have them
included on the National Seed List.

After two years of ‘trials’, the 1,300-ton
harvest of GM seed potatoes was stored in
refrigerated warehouses while Monsanto
sought authorisation to commercialise the
potato in Ukraine. In early 1999, Monsanto
and Solanum PEI - an arms-length compa-
ny of the provincial government of Prince
Edward Island, which grows the potatoes for
Monsanto - held a press conference at the
Canadian Embassy in Kiev to announce
their intention to establish seed production
of the Bt potato in Ukraine. This event coin-
cided with the visit to Ukraine of the
Canadian Prime Minister, Jean Chrétien,
and was used to convince Ukrainian
officials and journalists of the necessity to
register the transgenic potatoes.

By this time, the Ukrainian media was
picking up stories of the controversy
surrounding GM crops and foods in coun-
tries like the UK. This probably influenced
the decision of the minster of health who
refused to certify the transgenic potatoes for
human consumption. Without this
approval, the Ministry of Agro-Industrial 8
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# Complex advised Monsanto to destroy the 1998 harvest of seed
potatoes by industrial processing.

Monsanto, however, destroyed the 1,300 tons of potatoes by
crushing and composting, since this avoided transport costs. But,
this was no solution. Monsanto’s Bf potato also contains a
kanamycin antibiotic resistance gene as a marker, which through
horizontal gene transfer, could confer antibiotic resistance to soil
bacteria, and, potentially, on through the food chain.

The key foreign players in this story - Monsanto, Solanum PEI
and the Canadian government — exploited the lack of biosafety
rules in Ukraine. They failed to undertake an environmental impact
assessment of introducing GM potatoes, even though this is
required by Ukrainian law and in Canada and the US. They were
helped in their efforts to introduce
the GM potato by the citizens net-
work agribusiness alliance (CNAA),
whose members include Monsanto,
Novartis and Pioneer Hi-Bred.
CNAA has been helping the
Ukrainian Ministry of Environment
draft legislation on GMOs, since
the absence of laws is regarded by
its corporate members as a major
barrier to getting GMOs in place.
Since Ukraine has no liability
regime, any negative impacts on
biodiversity, human health or on
the agricultural economy, will be
borne by Ukrainian society, with
no recourse to compensation.

BULGARIA: THE CORPORATE EUROPEAN
PLAYGROUND FOR GM FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE
In 1999, Bulgarian farmers harvest-
ed the first crop of GM herbicide-
tolerant and pest-resistant maize.
Most of this maize was probably
used for animal feed and thus
entered the human food chain.
Farmers bought the maize seeds
from local seed distributors, having
seen them advertised in the cata-
logues and seed offers of the TNCs that produce them — Monsanto
and Pioneer. In 1999, Monsanto's GM maize was allegedly grown
on 12,000 hectares and in 2000, this increased to 20,000 hectares.
While this is the reality, officials from the Council for Safe Use of
GM Higher Plants, giving permits for releases of GMOs, claim that
these are just large-scale field trials. The Council was established on
the basis of a 1996 regulation, which itself was based on a law from
1958 on Seeds and Seed Material. As in the USA - Bulgaria’s mentor
on biotech matters — parliament was bypassed. This Council mean-
while, is accountable to no one - not even the Government - and
all its activities are considered an administrative secret, including
the registers of GMO releases. Members of the Council include offi-
cials and scientists; the most prominent being Professor Atanassov,
who is both executive secretary of the Council and director of the
Institute of Genetic Engineering, which undertakes projects for
Monsanto. The fox is guarding the hen house. ‘Is there no conflict
of interest? Is Prof. Atanassov serving the public interest of biosafety
and public health, or is he serving Monsanto?’ asks Dr. Dian
Deyanov, from the Bulgarian environmental group EcoSouthWest.
This NGO, along with three other groups, recently filed papers
challenging the legal status of the 1996 regulation and the Council.
This followed the launch of a joint ANPED-EcoSouthWest report,

Mendel: grandfather of genetics.
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Bulgaria: The Corporate European Playground for Genetically Engineered
Food and Agriculture, that finally prompted a public debate on this
issue. The stranglehold of Monsanto on Bulgarian scientists and
officials was clearly evident when they infiltrated the NGO press
conference in Sofia, held to release the report in May 2000. In an
attempt to discredit the report, Prof Atanassov brought with him to
the press conference a farmer and a seed distributor from Sevlievo
(300 km away) that NGOs had interviewed for the report, to refute
their earlier statements.

In the long term, the commercialisation of GM crops could have
severe impacts on biodiversity and human health. More immediate-
ly, the cultivation of GM maize in Bulgaria, the lack of segregation
of GM maize from non-GM and thus traceability, threaten to
destroy Bulgaria’s export market for
maize derivatives and fodder.
Already, foreign food-processing
companies and grain handlers in
Bulgaria, such as the Belgian starch
company Amylum and UK's
Glencore, wanting to buy maize
and maize derivatives for the EU
market, are starting to request GM-
free certificates of purity. These
cannot be guaranteed.

CORPORATE GAMES OF RUSSIAN
ROULETTE WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN
AGRICULTURE

There is a serious threat that coun-
tries in Central and Eastern Europe
and the Newly Independent States
are becoming a dumping ground
for GE seeds and products, as EU
farmers and consumers reject them.

In the short term, if this region
chooses to go the route of GM agri-
culture, there is the increasingly
real threat that it will close itself off
from EU markets, as consumers
there reject GM food. The lack of
any regulations to ensure segrega-
tion and labelling of GE foods, plus
the threat of genetic contamination
will undermine consumer confidence in agricultural products from
throughout the region. Even EU consumer suspicion of GM conta-
mination of foods imported from CEE-NIS will be sufficient to
destroy this market for the farmers there. This would have
disastrous impacts on the economies of CEE countries and NIS and
the farmers there, given their reliance on agriculture.

I'he only viable alternative for agriculture in this region and
entry into the EU market is to move towards organic and other
more sustainable farming methods. The millions of smallholdings
in this region, particularly in Poland and Croatia, the reduced use of
agro-chemicals during the last decade and the availability of tradi-
tional varieties of plants provide an excellent base on which to
build organic farming. ‘Instead of looking towards genetic engineer-
ing to “improve” crop varieties, we need to look at what our rich
local biodiversity has to offer. Due to our being economically
“underdeveloped”, we still have the biodiversity on which organic
agriculture relies,” explains Vladimir Lay, from the Croatian group,
Green Action.

Iza Kruszewska is an environmental activist who has been working with
NGOs in Central and Eastern Europe for ten years, tracking the transfer
of hazardous technologies.



THE DENTIST’S TALE

FLUORIDE CAN KILL. PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE TRAGIC FABLE OF THE CHEMIST,
THE WATER BOARD, THE DENTIST AND HIS LIFE. BY GEORGE GLASSER.

ONCE, THERE WAS a dentist. His
name was Lester. For many years,
like all the other dentists he
knew, Lester believed that fluo-
ride in the drinking water was
good for everyone. Like all the
other dentists, Lester had learnt
in dental school that fluoride
reduces tooth decay. And, like all
the other dentists, Lester believed
that fluoride was fluoride.

Then, one day, he met a
chemist and began discussing
drinking water fluoridation.

The chemist asked what kind
of fluoride was being used to fluo-
ridate the drinking water. Lester replied: “We
are simply adjusting the fluoride level in the
water by adding one part per million of,
well, just fluoride.’

“There is no such thing as “just fluoride”,’
said the chemist.

Lester scratched his head. ‘But they told
me that it was only fluoride they are adding
to the water.’

The chemist laughed heartily. ‘Fluorine is
the most reactive, electronegative element
and it's never found alone in nature,” he
said. ‘There are many kinds of fluorides: for
instance, calcium fluoride is found naturally
in water. Then there are other fluorides such
as lead fluoride, aluminium fluoride, etc. If
you add fluoride to the water it has to be a
compound. You can’t just add fluoride to
the water, so which one is it?'

Lester felt silly. He didn’t know.

The next day Lester went to the library to
check the chemistry books and learnt that
calcium fluoride is, indeed, found naturally
in the water. He also discovered that calci-
um fluoride is almost insoluble and could
not be easily absorbed by the body. And his
friend the chemist was quite right - there
were innumerable fluoride compounds.

Now intrigued, Lester looked up some
scientific studies about water fluoridation.
He read that in laboratory tests, workers use
a very pure grade of sodium fluoride and
purified water to do their research. He dis-
covered that sodium fluoride is taken up by
the body much more readily than calcium
fluoride. His friend was right. The dentist
wondered how anyone could say that calci-
um fluoride is the same as sodium fluoride.

The next day, Lester called his water
department to ask if they were adding sodi-
um fluoride or calcium fluoride to his drink-
ing water. The WD manager said that they
were adding a product called silicofluorides
to the water. The WD manager said they
bought a very low grade product because it
would be too expensive to use a good grade
and, anyway, the public health people
would not pay for a good quality calcium
fluoride, because, they said, fluoride is fluo-
ride, no matter where it comes from. By
now, Lester was completely bewildered.

‘Where do you buy these silicofluorides
from?" he asked. The WD manager said that
the silicofluorides — known as hexatluorsili-
cic acid — are the toxic waste product from
phosphate fertilizer pollution scrubbers. The
dentist was aghast. ‘You have to be crazy
putting that stuff in the water!’

The water department manager agreed
because, he said, the hexafluorsilicic acid
also contains other toxic substances such as
arsenic, beryllium, mercury, lead and many
more. He said he didn’t drink the city water
because many of the contaminants in the
fluoridation agent cause health problems.
‘For instance,” he said, ‘arsenic causes
prostate, bladder, kidney, skin and lung can-
cers and there is no safe level for arsenic.’

Lester was appalled. He asked the manag-
er why he did not stop fluoridating the
water with this pollution scrubber liquor.
‘And why would anyone add any amount of
a known carcinogen to the water?’

Shrugging, the manager replied, ‘I'm just
doing my job. The public health people have
their agenda, and I have a family to feed.’

THE
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After a sleepless night, Lester
contemplated the fluoridation
dilemma as he soaped himself in
the shower. ‘They say they are
simply adjusting the level of nat-
ural fluoride in the water — which
is calcium fluoride — but they are
using a pure grade of sodium flu-
oride and very pure water for the
rat experiments in the laboratory.
But they are adding toxic pollu-
tion scrubber liquor to my drink-
ing water!’ It didn't make sense.

He called a man at the dental

had learnt. The man said, coldly:
‘If you value your licence to practise, don’t
ever mention this subject again!’

Lester was shocked.

He had worked hard and was very proud
of his practice and his two classic cars. He
couldn’t bear to lose them. He thought
about his wife and family and how they
would miss their luxury home with its four
bathrooms and a jacuzzi, the private schools
and foreign vacations. After a while he
made a decision. ‘We won't drink the tap
water. We'll buy bottled water." But he was
not a happy man as he walked into the
reception room and greeted his first patient
of the day.

Several months later he visited his friend
the doctor for his annual check-up and was
stunned to learn that he had prostate
cancer. He recalled the words of the water
department manager. ‘Arsenic causes
prostate cancer.’

Lester was shattered. He couldn’t under-
stand it. Yet there was a reason. Despite tak-
ing care to drink only bottled water, Lester
didn’t know that much more of the pollu-
tion-laced tap water is absorbed through the
skin from bathing and washing clothes.

Poor Lester.

Although 64-91 per cent of exposure to water-
borne contaminants is known to occur via der-
mal absorption, no studies have ever been done
to determine the toxicity of pollution scrubber
liquor — the fluoride used in water fluoridation
schemes.

George Glasser is an investigative journalist
who focuses on environmental issues.

30 NO 6, SEPTEMBER 2000 57

REPORTS

association and told him what he




DESERTED VICTIMS OF WAR

IN LIGHT OF A REPORT LISTING THE HORRORS OF THE GULF WAR,
FELICITY ARBUTHNOT ASKS HOW LONG GULF WAR SYNDROME CAN BE IGNORED.

PROFESSOR MALCOLM HOOPER is
emeritus professor of medicinal chemistry
at the University of Sunderland, an
eminent adviser who sits on the British
Government's independent panel on Gulf
War illnesses, and is chief scientific adviser
to the Gulf Veterans’ Association. With
these credentials, his analysis of Gulf War
syndrome, one would imagine, should
make the Government sit up and take
notice.

If, that is, it says what they want to hear.
Yet Professor Hooper’s new report — entitled
‘The Most Toxic War in Modern Military
History’ - is a strong
condemnation of the
newly announced gov-
ernmental investigation
into the effects of the
war on the many ill and
dying veterans.

‘There is no concern’,
he writes, ‘with diagno-
sis or treatment of Gulf
War veterans - the
research (which is being
undertaken on
marmosets) will throw
no light on Gulf War
illness.” Results are not
expected until 2003. Yet
Gulf War veterans ‘have
died at the rate of one a
week since the end of
the Gulf War.’ Recently
a north of England
coroner also stated that
an average case of one
veteran a week who
committed suicide came
before his court.

One sick Edinburgh-
based Gulf veteran with
= 13 years’ service with
" the 1st Battalion of the
Royal Scots told The Ecologist: “The unit is
ravaged with Gulf War illnesses. An entire
platoon (36 men) are unwell and four
friends who worked from the same vehicle
have cancer. My illness is almost as long as
my service." Veteran MP Tam Dalyell is pur-
suing the matter ‘with particular vigour’
with the British Government. He himself
once served in the Royal Scots.

According to Hooper, there is a battery of
potential causes of the syndrome. These

A NEW REPORT on the 1991 Guif War
suggests that the British Ministry of Defence
Medical Assessment Programme is subject to
‘crass ignorance, gross incompetence or
calculated deception’.

include experimental vaccinations which
breached established guidelines, exposure
to a variety of toxins damaging to both
man and the environment, depleted urani-
um, chemical warfare agents, biological
warfare agents and extensive exposure to
oil, smoke and chemicals from oil-well fires.

Studies by the MOD and US Department

of Defence dismissing health detriments
resulting from the fires are: ‘bad science,
flawed, and amount to a cover-up,’ says
Professor Hooper. Exposure to oil and
smoke from the oil-well fires compounded
health effects: ‘providing a deadly brew of
potent and damaging chemicals including
carcinogens’.

The presence of depleted uranium (DU)
in the bodies of Gulf veterans after nine
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years: ‘indicates a prolonged radiological
exposure... the consequences of such
cumulative radiotoxic dosage is probably
considerable’.

Back in 1990, the United Kingdom
Atomic Energy Authority put together a
report on the potential environmental
impact of DU weapons. They were so con-
cerned by the results that they sent a copy
of their findings to the Government. They
warned that, in their estimation, if 50
tonnes of residual DU dust remained ‘in
the region’ there could be half a million
extra cancers by the end of the century!.
Estimates of residual
dust now range from
the Pentagon’s 325
tonnes to other scien-
tific bodies who put
the figure as high as
900 tonnes.

The DU weapons
used in the Gulf War
included 120, 105, 30,
25 and 20mm rounds
for use by tanks, air-
craft, naval cannon
and machine guns.
The cruise missiles
used to attack major
sites in and around
Baghdad and major
cities carried DU as
counterweight to sta-
bilise flight — this
would also burn on
impact. An estimated
74 per cent of the larg-
er DU weapons
containing DU pene-
trators missed their tar-
gets: ‘representing a
considerable radiologi-
cal and toxicological
hazard to the local
environment. People and animals will be
affected, as will the water supply. Children
playing with these penetrators would be
particularly vulnerable,” says Hooper2.

‘Casualties brought from the battlefield,
particularly Iraqi wounded, would also
bring DU dust in their clothing, raising the
possibility of contamination of personnel
in hospital units.” A notable pattern of Gulf
War illness amongst veterans has been the
high incidence of crippling and debilitat-



ing symptoms amongst medical personnel
who were not in the war zone, but based in
medical units in Saudia Arabia to where
casualties were brought.

When [ was visiting Basra General
Hospital in February 1998, a doctor drew
my attention to a farmer with a virulent
form of bone cancer, which had spread,
they said, with unprecedented speed. With
no history of cancer in his family and pre-
viously the fittest of beings, they had tried
to piece together a cause. During the Gulf
War he had found numerous bodies of Iraqi
soldiers and civilians and had made it his
mission to collect them, load them into the
back of his pick-up truck and take them to
the authorities for indentification and
proper burial. Both his legs had been ampu-
tated in an effort to stop the spread, but his
spine and the rest of his body had become
infected. He died shortly afterwards.

‘Everyone in or near the theatre of opera-
tions — military personnel, civilians, men,
women, children and future generations yet
unborn — are at risk, as is the whole
environment,’ says Malcolm Hooper.

The soaring cancers and chilling birth
deformities in the Basra region of Iraq,
which was in the eye of Operation Desert
Storm, are well recorded. No one who has
visited the area can escape the conclusion
that something terrible has gone wrong
since 1991. Dr Jenan Hussein at Basra
Maternity and Paediatric Hospital has kept a
photographic record of birth defects since
late 1991: babies without eyes; babies full
term but part-formed; internal organs
grotesquely adhered to the stomach and
back; foreshortened limbs — no limbs; no
genitalia, no brain, no nose, no trachea...
no head.

The US investigation into Gulf War sick-
ness, also addressed, has come under fire
from experts, with one Congressional report
finding: ‘...efforts on Gulf war issues by the
Department of Defense (DOD), Veterans'
Administration (VA) Central Intelligence
Agency and Food and Drug Administration to
be irreparably flawed... efforts hobbled by
institutional inertia that mistakes motion for
progress... efforts plagued by arrogant incu-
riosity and a pervasive myopia that sees lack
of evidence as proof. We find approaches to
research, diagnosis and treatment unlikely to
yield answers to veterans’ “life or death”
questions in the forseeable or distant future.”

A toxic onslaught of mind-bending
dimensions on veterans, the people and
environment of the region includes a range
of insecticides including organophosphates,

associated with chronic neurological dam-
age in farmers when used in sheep dip and
organochlorines including lindane, ‘a
known nerve poison causing convulsions,
kidney and liver damage’ and damage to
heart and lungs. ‘These are now widely dis-
persed in the (Gulf) environment —
organochlorines have a 50-year life and
organophosphates are long-lived and resist
washing - the persistence of chemical and
biological agents is well known.’ Further,
says Professor Hooper: ‘other agents used
cause joint, muscle and nerve damage; the
neurotoxicity of the compounds cannot be
exaggerated.’

Wide contamination also resulted: ‘from
leaking containers and local supplies of
insecticides buried because of their aggres-
sive side effects’.

Further exposures were from Iragi chemi-
cal weapons, despite: ‘continuous denial by

‘Babies horn without eyes;
internal organs adhered to
the stomach and back; fore-
shortened limbs - no limbs;
no genitalia, no brain, no
nose, no trachea... no head.’

the Pentagon, DOD, VA and MOD’ states
Professor Hooper. This in spite of
‘overwhelming evidence of chemical detec-
tions... each of nearly 14,000 alarms went
off on average two to three times daily’.
They were written off ‘in a variety of expla-
nations - one favoured by the MOD is that
of a plane flying over the area with a leak-
ing fuel tank!" Another, echoed last year in
the Balkans, was that the alarms were inac-
curate ‘because they were made in
Czechoslovakia’.

However, ‘a US Marine Corps survey of
1,600 chemical defence specialists who
served in the Gulf War, stated that 221
respondents (about 13 per cent) reported
some contact with or detection of Iraqi
chemical weapons during the ground war.’
A Major Michael Johnson reported his unit
detecting sulphur mustard in the soil in the
Sabaniyah district, while a British soldier
received chemical burns in Sabaniyah,
Southern Iraq, of the kind used in Scud
missiles. Exposures, says Professor Hooper,
were from nerve agents, mustard
gases/agents, lewisite — another WW1 blister
agent with extensive chemical and biologi-
cal properties — an organo-arsenical
compound, and hydrogen cyanide,
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phosgene and its derivatives. The nerve
agents, combined with the OPs constitute a
‘cholinergic triple whammy’. Interaction
between the various compounds can
increase the detrimental effects to the entire
nervous system up to 100-fold.

‘Chemical fallout appears to have come
from three sources: aerial bombardment of
Iraqi field munitions depots, production
and storage sites; explosive demolition of
munitions bunkers by ground forces, as in
Khamisiyah; sporadic and unco-ordinated
(Iraqi) use of chemical weapons such as in
Scud and Frog missiles. Over 55 specific
chemical weapons detections or exposure
incidents and their locations were identi-
fied between 13 January and 26 March
1991... The Pentagon has now conceded
that the Czech detections were valid and
credible. Not so the MOD which still insists
that there was no chemical exposure.’ Scud
missiles were explained away ‘as sonic
booms - but still the alarms went off.’

Intelligence reports had led coalition
leaders to believe Iraq had biological
weapons including anthrax, plague, botu-
linum toxin and tularaemia (‘rabbit fever’) -
stockpiled by the USA between 1971-1973 -
then sold to Iraq. All agents: "have varying
capacity to kill by damaging the major sites
of the body’, however: ‘there were no detec-
tion devices available for rapid detection of
biological weapons’ it is thus ‘impossible to
know what exposures, if any, occurred...
any exposure will take time to emerge’.

The 656 oil-well fires — ‘of which 94 were
detonated by coalition bombing’ — exposed
all in the region to a variety of toxins and
carcinogens — a massive pall remained sus-
pended over Kuwait for some two years.
Deposits from the smoke were found in
South America and the Himalayas. The fires
presented: ‘a major health risk’.

Professor Hooper is demanding a public
inquiry and an end to the: ‘bad science,
spurious conclusions, tin ears, cold hearts,
closed minds and the belittled, misunder-
stood and misrepresented’ plight of Gulf
War veterans by the authorities. Such an
inquiry would also shed light on the epi-
demic of illnesses and deformities mirrored
in the region since Operation Desert Storm.

Felicity Arbuthnot is an Iraqi specialist, focus-
ing on social and environmental issues. She
provided the research for John Pilger’s recent
award-winning film ‘Paying the price — killing
the children of Iraq’.
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GLOBALISATION, DEBT AND
THE DOLLAR EMPIRE

By Michael Rowbotham
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Goodbye Americal

Michael Rowbotham

In Goodbye Americal Michael Rowbotham
argues that Third World debt is inherently
unrepayable and lacking in economic and
moral validity. The ‘debtor’ nations, he says,
should be released from this unjust burden
immediately.

Rowbotham traces the cause of the Third
World'’s present debt crisis to the 1944
Bretton Woods Conference. The American
delegation at Bretton Woods refused to
accept the Keynesian mechanism designed
to redress trade imbalances that would have
supported the Third World in its efforts to
escape from debt. The Conference gave rise
to the two institutions that have steered
Third World development over the past 50
years: the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). Both institutions
were given the task of promoting a free-
trade ideology thereby leaving the balance
of global trade to be regulated by free-mar-
ket forces. This, Rowbotham argues, sealed
the destiny of the US’s dollar supremacy and
Third World’s unrepayable debt burden.

The book exposes the World Bank and
IMF’s allegiance to ‘a collection of economic
theories that are supposed to work and the
massive documentary evidence that shows
they do not’. The theoretical model accom-
panying borrowing from the IMF/World
Bank reads accordingly: the developing
nation borrows, invests (in agriculture or
industry), exports (goods born from invest-
ment), repays (with surplus export revenues)
the capital loan. In reality, however, achiev-
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ing the required export revenues from
wealthy nations is impossible, leading to the
conclusion that the debt ‘inherently lacks
validity’. The aggressive trading of ‘creditor’
nations reflects their unwillingness to sus-
tain trade deficits sufficient for the debts to
be repaid. Moreover, the terms and conven-
tions set up at Bretton Woods ensure that
developing nations receive a pittance for
their exports, further compounding the
impossibility of repayment.

Rowbotham focuses on the policy of
deregulated free trade, a core ideology of the
IMF/World Bank since their inception. An
idea which sounds fair and in theory is sup-
posed to lead to the erosion of disparities
between trading nations in practice leads to
inequality and economic imbalance
between developing and industrial nations.
While opening up developing nations to
foreign investment allows multinational
corporations to purchase — at rock bottom
prices — the most valuable natural assets of
Third World nations, or use them as simply
cheap manufacturing outposts.

The obligation to repay debts gives rise to
an export-led growth in ‘debtor’ nations
that expands at the expense of the develop-
ment of agricultural and industrial infra-
structure for domestic consumption. So
while the ‘creditor’ nations benefit from
cheap imports, the people of the ‘debtor’
nations experience no corresponding
improvement in their standard of living.

The ‘debtor’ nations of the Third World
have transferred vast quantities of material
wealth to industrialised nations in the form
of undervalued commodities, minerals and
raw materials. Such ‘debtor’ nations there-
fore, ‘owe nothing in material terms to any
nation or institution beyond their borders,’
argues Rowbotham. Lifting the debt burden
is urgently needed if developing nations are
to regain control of their economic policy
and concentrate on domestic needs.
Rowbotham examines two ways in which
this could be done. The debt bonds could
simply be cancelled ‘with little or no cost to
anyone’ with a creative accountancy.
Alternatively, the international debts of
Third World nations could be converted
into national debts that would remove the
export imperative without breaching the
contractual obligation of debt and interest
repayment.

Rowbotham further explores the drive
behind globalisation, the spurious and con-
descending arguments that have blamed the
Third World for the debt crisis as well as its
legal and moral status. He writes with a con-
ventional but extremely clear academic style

with excellent use of sub-headings and
detailed footnotes. All students of econom-
ics who are seeking an original and alterna-
tive explanation of the world’s financial ills
should read this book.

Ed Metcalfe

NO LOGO
TAKING AIM AT THE BRAND BULLIES

By Naomi Klein
ST MARTIN’S PRESS 1999/US$28
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TARING AIM AT THE BRAND BULLIES NADMI KLEIN

Slavery isn't dead - it just went underground!
Some 15 years ago, the American William
Kowinski had a book published with the
clever title The Malling of America. As the
title of the book implies, it described how
the big chain stores, clustered in giant sub-
urban shopping malls, were elbowing out
the main street retail shops and sucking the
life blood out of downtown, USA. Now a
young Canadian journalist, Naomi Klein,
has written a 250-page sequel to the demise
of the ma and pa emporium. Her witty and
well-written book, No Logo: Taking Aim at the
Brand Bullies, gives a detailed and scary
account of the smothering conformity
enveloping the Earth in the age of globalisa-
tion.

Reminiscent of recent headlines about
The Battle in Seattle, Klein's book is a
scathing indictment of corporate global
branding, and a vivid account of the
mounting worldwide backlash against it.
She describes a promising movement among
today's youths: the growing rebellion
against the marketing of universal brand
names in lieu of locally manufactured prod-
ucts. Armed with a strong thesis and a light
literary style, she shows how corporations
like Nike, Reebok, Microsoft, Disney,
McDonald’s, Starbucks, Shell and the Virgin



Group have abandoned traditional product
advertising and instead poured billions into
brand imaging. Convinced that ‘image is
everything’, they have relinquished manufac-
turing to become bargain hunters in search
of the best deal in the global mall.

Thus Richard Branson derisively refers to
‘the stilted Anglo-Saxon view’ which holds
that a name should be associated with a spe-
cific product. Such menial tasks can be dele-
gated to subcontractors, whose only job it is
‘to fill the order on time and under budget’.
This leaves HQ free for the really important
job: to infuse meaning into the raw objects
cranked out by slave labour, by affixing its

enlightenment, slaves are no longer branded
— only the fruits of their labour.

According to Klein's carefully researched
book, some 27 million workers in more than
70 Third World countries are now turning
out the bulk of the brand-name merchandise
on display in the malls and megastores of the
West. Many of these workers are employed in
Export Production Zones (EPZs) outside the
jurisdiction of the host nation, and are not
protected by any laws mandating minimum
pay, maximum hours, safety regulations or
health benefits. In essence, they are nothing
more than modern-day slaves, hidden from
importunate scrutiny and out of sight and

Since the mid-80s, when India offered a
five-year tax break to companies manufactur-
ing in its low-wage zones, the EPZ industry
has really taken off. In the Philippines alone,
there are now 52 EPZs employing close to
half a million workers — up from 23,000 in
1986. But the largest zone economy is China,
where by conservative estimates there are 18
million people working for slave wages in 124
EPZs. No doubt it was this access to cheap
labour which recently prompted the US
Congress to put the greed of the transnation-
als before the need of the Chinese workers by
granting their country full and unconditional
membership in the WTO. Since no such

corporate brand name. Eureka! In this age of

mind of the brand-blinkered consumer.

cheap labour pool is available in Cuba, #

CANCER: WHY WE'RE STILL DYING TO KNOW THE TRUTH

By Phillip Day
CREDENCE PUBLICATIONS 1999/£12.95

Phillip Day has a speciality: he uncovers sup-
pressed stories. And as far as he is concerned, the
truth about cancer, its cure and prevention, is
‘quite simply the greatest medical story of the
20th century’.

Over the last 40 years, the medical establish-
ment has had us hoodwinked, he says. And the
cancer industry in particular has fattened itself
on our ignorance. Chemotherapy, for example, is
a multi-billion-dollar business. Every year, new
chemical agents are introduced into oncology
centres. Yet, despite the claims of the establish-
ment, these so-called cures aren’t doing any
good. Alan C Nixon, PhD, erstwhile president of
the American Chemical Society, lays it all out: ‘As
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CANCER

WHY WE'RE STILL DYING
TO KNOW THE TRUTH

Phillip Day

potent tumour busters. And Day isn't the first to
say so. One of Memorial Sloan Kettering's most
respected scientists, Dr Kanematsu Sugiura, was
commissioned to research the anti-cancer proper-
ties of apricot seeds. He was amazed by the
results. After five years of experimentation he
concluded that apricot seeds were the most effec-
tive anti-cancer agent he had ever tested. In his
official report he showed that the seeds, or amyg-
dalin B17, inhibit cancer growth, stop cancer
spreading, relieve pain and act as a cancer pre-
ventative. However, his colleagues, alarmed that
a cheap, unpatentable product was threatening
the whole chemotherapy industry, panned his
research. After sending in researchers to work

a chemist trained to interpret data, it is incom-
prehensible to me that physicians can ignore the clear evidence
that chemotherapy does much more harm than good’. Many doc-
tors know this. Though they may treat their patients with
chemotherapy and radiation therapy, they wouldn't touch the
stuff themselves. In a survey of 79 oncologists from McGill
Cancer Center in which the doctors were asked to imagine they
had cancer, 64 said they would not consent to treatment with cis-
platin, a common chemotherapy drug, whilst 58 said they would
reject all the current trials being carried out by their establish-
ment. The reason? ‘The ineffectiveness of chemotherapy and its
unacceptable degree of toxicity.’

But if chemotherapy doesn’t work, then what's the answer?
According to Day, it's apricots. At the heart of the fleshy fruit,
snug within its stony kernel, lies a bitter seed that is purported to
hold miraculous anti-tumour properties. Apricot seeds are a
strange molecular combination; part glucose and part the deadly
poisons cyanide and benzaldehyde. But the seeds’ toxicity is only
‘unlocked’ by another compound: beta-glucosidase, which is
found in large quantities within, you guessed it, tumours. When
beta-glucosidase ‘unlocks’ the seeds’ poisons at the cancer site
they combine to make a super-poison many times more deadly
than either substance alone. So, effectively, apricot seeds are

alongside Sugiura in repeat trials, they held a
press conference discrediting his work. ‘Through exhaustive test-
ing, Laetrile was found to possess neither preventative, nor
tumour-regressant, nor anti-metastatic, nor curative anti-cancer
activity’, said Dr Robert Good, president of the centre. A journalist
rounded on Sugiura, asking: ‘Do you stick by your belief that
amygdalin stops the spread of cancer?’ ‘1 stick’, he replied firmly.

But are apricot seeds the whole story? Day thinks cancer is a
metabolic disease. Like scurvy or pernicious anaemia, he puts it
down to nutritional deficiencies in the modern diet: the lack of
the essential vitamin B17. But how does this explain the four-
vear-olds with brain tumours? Many scientists think such cases
can be blamed on genetics. Certainly the researchers who have
been scrabbling to unravel the human genome are hoping their
work will help unveil the genetic switches with which we could
turn off hereditary cancers. Other cancer specialists think the key
to cancer cure lies in the mind-body link; where emotional trau-
mas are said to lie dormant within our ‘cellular memory’, eventu-
ally festering into physical form as tumours.

So I'm not sure Day’s got the cancer story cracked quite yet.
But his infectious enthusiasm, sense of humour and engaging
indignation make this a spell-binding and informative read.
Lucinda Labes
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A there is no incentive to grant that former
Soviet dependency the same privilege as
Communist China. Besides, the virulently
anti-Castro Cuban expatriates in the USA
carry a lot of political clout. Unlike Chinese
dissidents, they get to vote in US elections.

Abandoning the democratic principles
which it is supposed to uphold, the Clinton
administration had earlier capitulated to the
interests of the multinationals, who already
had the Republican majority in Congress
securely tucked away in their well-lined pock-
ets. Thus, after the enactment of NAFTA, the
number of Mexican factories jumped from a
few dozen to several thousand in just a few
years. Meanwhile, tens of thousands of
American textile and assembly-line workers
have literally seen their jobs ‘go South’.

In a chapter somewhat ironically titled
‘The Branding of Learning’ the author quotes
the CEO of ZapMe! Computer systems, Frank
Vigil. Defending the pervasive intrusion of
brand names into the classrooms of America,
he said that ‘America’s youth is exposed to
advertising in many aspects of their lives...
[but] we believe students are savvy enough to
discern between editorial content and market-
ing materials’. If only Frank had been more
vigilant and savvy in his choice of words,
substituted ‘facets’ for aspects and ‘distin-
guish’ for discern, his faith in the US educa-
tional system and the incorruptibility of
American youth might have been more credi-
ble. But this is the kind of imprecise language
one can expect from a computer geek accus-
tomed to spouting gibberish unintelligible to
the digitally uninitiated. As some wit put it:
‘Muddled speech is the product of a befud-
dled brain’.

No Logo reveals a betrayal of the promise of
choice and increased personal freedom that
was supposed to be the hallmark of the infor-
mation age. The global village turns out to be
just a Potemkin mirage — the mirror opposite
of its proclaimed image: instead of greater
diversity, we are left with a homo-genised cul-
ture, where ever fewer ‘brand leaders’ direct
ever widening spheres of our existence.

But, as depressing as it is to read Naomi
Klein’s perceptive analysis of the forces
fuelling the global economy and forcing
untold millions into virtual servitude, it is
encouraging to learn that there is a
groundswell of opposition among young peo-
ple all over the world against the abuses of
the marketplace. It is on them that she pins
her hopes for a better and more equitable
world. For it is they who must decide ‘the
labour, human rights, and environmental
agenda of a new global economy’.

Gard Binney

THE WHEEL OF TIME

By Carlos Castaneda
PENGUIN BOOKS 2000/£7.99

‘We either choose to be warriors or to be ordi-
nary men.’ This was the message anthropolo-
gist Carlos Castaneda received from his
teacher Don Juan, a Yaqui Indian shaman
from Mexico. In a series of extraordinary
books, published mostly in the 1970s, includ-
ing the classics The Teachings of Don Juan and
A Separate Reality, Castaneda set out to explain
the ancient path of the shaman - the spiritual
warrior — as revealed to him by Don Juan. The
Wheel of Time is a collection of quotations
from all those books that perfectly distils the
teachings of the shamans as well as providing
a fascinating chronological account of the
rigours and insights that Castaneda was
exposed to as a pupil of Don Juan.

As with the Hindu yogi or Buddhist medita-
tor, the shaman'’s path is the path of self-per-
fection. The human spirit becomes bent and
contorted by a lifetime of habits and misuse.
‘If the spirit is distorted the warrior should
simply fix it - purge it, make it perfect —
because there is no task in our entire lives
which is more worthwhile... than seeking per-
fection,’ says Don Juan. In a clue as to the
nature of shamanic enlightenment Don Juan
promises that after years of impeccable con-
duct and shamanic practice, ‘a moment will
come when the energy fields contorted by a
lifetime of habit are straightened out’. The
event is so powerful that if the warrior’s con-
duct has not been entirely impeccable he
could die as a result of the straightening out
process.

Central to the practice of the shaman is the
dropping of his personal history. Castaneda
recounts that Don Juan instructed him to
‘endeavour to erase my personal history by
any means conceivable’. Dropping one’s per-
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sonal history means setting the axe against
the root of the ego. Personal history is con-
stantly renewed by telling parents, relatives
and friends everything one has done, thus
determining what is expected in the future.
Not so the warrior; he drops the baggage of
the past, he ‘has no family, no name, no
country’, the expectations of others do not
pin him down, ‘he has only life to be lived’.

The warrior treads lightly, he touches the
world sparingly, above all, ‘he deliberately
avoids exhausting himself and others’. There
is nothing more exhausting than ‘dwelling
upon the self’, which produces ‘a terrible
fatigue’. The shaman thus roots out self-
obsession and dethrones self-importance.

The shamanic warrior is always aware of
death and the impermanence of life: ‘he
knows death is stalking him’. Whenever he
feels that everything is going wrong and he is
about to be annihilated, 'he can turn to death
and ask if that is so... his death will tell him
that he is wrong, that nothing really matters
outside his touch... death will tell him, “I
haven’t touched you yet.””

As with eastern meditational paths the
shaman is concerned with quieting the mind.
‘We talk to ourselves incessantly,” Don Juan
tells Castaneda. This internal talk is what
maintains our world. ‘The passageway into
the world of shamans opens up after the war-
rior has learned to shut off his internal dia-
logue.” When the internal dialogue stops our
illusory world collapses and ‘extraordinary
facets of ourselves surface’. Don Juan’s admo-
nitions are in keeping with the teachings of
Krishna and Buddha. Unlike the latter, how-
ever, Castaneda does not give us techniques
with which to subdue a chattering mind.

The insights that Castaneda gained -
through Don Juan - into the nature of reality
again draws parallels with eastern mystical
paths. Human beings, Don Juan tells us,
‘have no solidity’, they are literally ‘bound-
less’. When the shaman'’s perception is
cleansed he is able to see energy as it flows in
the universe. In this heightened perception
human beings appear as ‘fibres of light that
assume the form of ‘luminous eggs’.

Amongst the deluge of magical-new-age lit-
erature that is currently filling bookshops
Castaneda’s work stands out as a genuine
encounter between enlightened master and
pupil. Those of us who have read his books
share a kind of frustration at the slowness
with which Castaneda learnt from Don Juan,
The Wheel of Time is an opportunity to access
Don Juan’s teachings directly, without the
interruptions of Castaneda’s doubt and acad-
emic conceptualising. A must for all seekers.

Ed Metcalfe
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EXPLORE ITALY

ARCHITETTURA NEL PAESAGGID
Explore lesser-known towns,
castles, villas and gardens in
Tuscany accompanied by experts
in art and architecture. 24
September — 5 October 2000.
Accademia Britannica, Piazza
San Francesco di Paola 1, 50124
Florence, Italy. Fax: (0039) 055

223257 e-mail hodson@dada.i

SICILITUDINE Explore the island of
Sicily accompanied by experts in
art and architecture staying in
the Villa Igiea in Palermo and
the Villa Politi in Syracuse.

8 October - 19 October 2000.
Accademia Britannica, Piazza
San Francesco di Paola 1, 50124
Florence, Italy. Fax (0039) 055

223257 e-mail: hodson@dada.it

ACCOMMODATION

HOUSE SHARE with 1.5 acres near
Canterbury offered to non-
smoking mature professional.
Possible partnership breeding
endangered species. South facing
rooms, telephone, very quiet +

rent negotiable - P1227 730625

SITUATIONS VACANT

NANNY REQUIRED for 2 boys ages 4
& 5. To live in Spanish
countryside, Andalucia. Must be
able to prepare or willing to
learn macrobiotic cooking.
Should also enjoy gardening.
Ideal opportunity for
environmentally aware person.
Contact Paul Wilson: (0034) 649
12 77 71 or email
rablosursl@terra.e:

ASSISTANT MEDIA OFFICER required to
work part-time in busy Media
Office. Centre for Alternative
Technology, Mid Wales. Contact
harah Jenkinson, TEL: 01654
05957 or EMAIL:

media@cat.org.ul

EXPERIENCED SUB-EDITOR required
for approx 12 days per month
in-house at The Ecologist. Must
be fast and very efficient. Will
also be involved in picture
research and other editorial
matters. Experience of
QuarkXPress essential, as is an
interest in ecological issues.

FREELANCE INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS
required. Writers who can
handle detailed and thorough
projects on a wide variety of
ecological issues. Experience in
research a necessity. No cuttings
journalists, please. With

your application, please send to
The Ecologist at least two
completely original articles

of your own on separate
subjects.

All enquiries about either

of these positions to

Malcolm Tait at The Ecologist
(bditorial@theeco!ogist.org)[

VINCEREMOS ORGANIC Wine Case —
12 different wines chosen for
quality and variety, all made
from organic grapes. Direct to
your door for £59.00 including

organic toothpaste along with
skin care, hair and body care as
well as hypoallergenic vitamin &
mineral supplements.

For free catalogue call eco-co

el:
Fax: P20 8777 3393 or visit our
website: www.ecozone.co.uk|

THE ORGANIC MEAT DELIVERY SERVICE
Non-profit company offers
organic beef, pork, lamb,
chicken and veal at up to half
supermarket prices. Delivered
fresh to you in the Sheffield
dared.

For details and a full list, call
[Chris Shephard on 0114 255
4337 after Spm. Soil Associafion
certified.

ANCIENT FUTURES: [earning from
Ladakh, by Helena Norberg-
Hodge. “The inspirational
classic” (Rider Books). Also an
award-winning film.
“Extraordinary... compelling”
(Times Educational
Supplement).

Book £9.99, film £12.00, plus
10% package & postage (25%
outside UK), available from
ISEC, Foxhole, Dartington

Helivery. Call Freephone 080()
52 2060

ECO-CO PRODUCTS provide an
extensive range for laundry,
home cleaning & garden
without harmful chemicals and
preservatives. Our enzyme based
Drainclean Action is an
effective environmentally
friendly option. Also available:
Soil Association approved

IFE 29 GEH, UK.

SHARPHAM COLLEGE — Buddhist
Studies and Contemporary
Enquiry. Weekend and longer
courses. Close to Schumacher
College and Gaia House. Non-
sectarian.

Call or 521

www.sharpham-trust.org

8-10 September £75-£89 all inclusive

Take this unique opportunity to see behind the scenes of Europe’s

leading eco centre at the Centre for Alternative Technology in

mid Wales. The 2000 conference of the Alternative Technology
Association will be looking at Transport, Environment and Sustainability

Details from Sue Cameron, Freepost, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys, 920 9AZ

Email: pta@cat.org.ul Tel: 1654 702404

SCHUMACHER COLLEGE,

based on the Dartington Estate in
the heart of rural Devon, runs short
residential courses ranging from
one to three weeks with some of
the leading experts and most
inspirational thinkers in their
respective fields. Our past and
present teachers include: Fritjof
Capra, Vandana Shiva, Wendell
Berry, Thomas Moore, James
Lovelock, Terry Tempest Williams,
David Orr, James Hillman, Jonathon
Porritt, and Hazel Henderson.

Courses offer a unified residential
education combining physical
work, intellectual inquiry, aesthetic
experience and meditation, to
create a sense of the wholeness of
life. Peaple from 20 to over 80
come from all over the world.
Many are at a turning point in
their lives and, as well as having a
clear academic interest, may be
asking fundamental questions
about the state of the world, and
their role in it.

For further information contact:
Janice Young, The Administrator,
Schumacher College, Old Postern,
Dartington, Devon, fQB SEA] Tel:
1803 865934 Fax: P1803 866899
email: ﬁchumcall@gn.am.o_rg. Or
visit our website;
nttpi/iwww.gn.apc.org/schumacher
college/

DIARY

17-22 September, 2000
BUSINESS & SUSTAINABILITY
Amory Lovins and Tessa Tennant

1-20 October, 2000
COMMUNITY, SUSTAINABILITY &
GLOBALISATION

Wendell Berry, Vandana Shiva &
Helena Norberg Hodge

29 October-3 November, 2000
SOUL AT WORK: AT THE EDGE OF
CHAOS & COMPLEXITY

Roger Lewin & Birute Regine

5-24 November, 2000

NATURE & SOCIETY: THE DEEP
ECOLOGY MOVEMENT

Stephan Harding, George Sessions
& Max Oelschlaeger

7-26 January, 2001
RESPONSIBLE SCIENCE: FROM
CONTROL TO PARTICIPATION
Christine von Weizsaecker, Mae-
Wan Ho & Brian Goodwin

4-23 February, 2001

THE MARKET: MASTER OR
SERVANT?

David Jenkins, Martin Khor &
Wolfgang Sachs
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ORGANIC Tel: 0131 552 2706

Go Organic specialises in high quality ready-to-eat organic vegetarian food. Demand for our
wholesome vegetarian soups (now in 500g jars) and deliciously authentic pasta sauces, rich in olive
oil, rose dramatically last year and sales are set to continue increasing with the addition of our
organic vegetarian curries. These are available in four exciting varieties and reflect the tastes and
textures of authentic India.

At Go Organic, we don't compromise on
the quality of our products. They have no
artificial thickeners, no artificial flavours
or colours, no GMOs, no hype, just the
best pure organic ingredients, cooked

without high salt, sugar and saturated fats.

The company was conceived by Sheila
Ross, nutritionist and bealth promotion
specialist, and Charlotte Mitchell,
previously chairman of the Soil

Association for seven years.

Go Organic products are available in natural food
stores, fine food outlets and Waitrose. For a FREE
y ; i sample of either curry, pasta sauce or vegetarian
P ORGANIC e Vea Kia | Tleka M L soup please write to Go Organic Offer, Think
Publishing, Vigilant House, 120 Wilton Road,

London BW1V 1JZ stating your preference.

Sauce Wit

C Pasta S

o C.onot DpODes

Can-0-Worms ;-iome

proven worm composter.
Can-o-Worms from Wiggly Wigglers Ltd transforms your kitchen and household
waste into first class worm cast compost with a neutral pH which creates an ideal

medium for bedding plants, young trees, shrubs, potted plants and of course,
your vegetable patch.

The worms also produce an organic liquid fertiliser which when diluted tenfold with
water makes a super liquid feed for all your house and garden plants. In addition to
the liquid feed and solid compost the Can-o-Worms allows you to harvest worms to go
into other compost heaps. The initial 1000 worms provided with the kit should turn
into 6-8ooo worms by the time the system is fully charged up. Worm composting is an
endless organic process and the ingenious stacking tray structure allows for easy
review of worm progress and makes for easy access to the compost. The kit contains
Can-0-Worms housing, coir bedding block, 1000 native composting worms, 6 litres of
lime mix, 6 litres of worm treat, moisture mat and a leaflet with full instructions and
helpline. 73cm tall x socm diameter.

£84.90::

Free guide — Worms@Work - available by calling P800 2163t
or email us at: brochure@wigglywigglers.co.uk

64 THE ECOLOGIST, VOL 30 NO 6, SEPTEMBER 2000



THE CROW family: collectors of fascinating trinkets, portents of doom:;
symbols of spirituality, emissaries across the flood. And if THE CROW
should make wing to the rooky wood, then the world will be turned on its

head. To see which way the wind blows, keep your eye on THE CROW.

PEOPLE, PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE!

THE CROW examines Malthus’ population
predictions, and draws some controversial
conclusions.

he year 1998 marked the bicentenary of the publication
I of the famous Essay on the Principle of Population by

Thomas Malthus, in which he argued that the popula-
tion of a region would always grow until checked by famine,
pestilence or war. Even if agricultural production were
improved, the only result would be an increase in population,
and people would be no better off. The Malthusian principle can
be summed up in two short sentences: Population, when
unchecked, increases in a geometrical rate; subsistence only
increases in an arithmetical ratio.

According to Malthus’ calculations, the unchecked world
population would tend to double every so years. Estimating
that it was about oo million at the time he wrote his essay in
1798, he arrived at a figure of 8 billion (equal to four
doublings) at the beginning of the third millennium, Written
at the dawn of the industrial revolution, the First Essay — as
it has come to be known — has proved itself to be remarkably
prophetic. Now that an exploding world population, currently
growing at the rate of go million a year, is incurring
irreversible damage to our biosphere, the premise of Malthus’
principle — geometrical multiplication — is more relevant
than ever before in the history of the human race.

After increasing by a scant 1 million a year during the first
nineteen centuries AD, reaching 2 billion in 1925, world popu-
lation has more than tripled since then and now exceeds 6 bil-
lion. Put another way, about three times as many people have
been born in the 20th century as during the entire previous
history of mankind. The UN predicts that it could double
again in the next half century — an unlikely scenario, as we are
already stretching our planet’s resources to their limit. The
problem 1s, says Charles Westoff, professor of demography at
Princeton University, that ‘population growth is never an
immediate problem; since politicians gain little by identifying

= with the long term, the pressure is to act on short-term inter-
- ests’,

Of course, it is not just the sheer number of humans that

% impacts our biosphere: above all, it is the way we manage, or
. mismanage, the natural resources — the land and the forests,
- the ocean and its reefs, the potable water and the very air we

breathe — that determines what is a sustainable population.
But it doesn’t take an Einstein to realise that six billion people
— given a certain standard of living — will use up twice as
many non-renewable resources and wreak twice as much havoc
on the environment as half that number.

According to the World Health Organisation, some 6o mil-
lion ‘unplanned’ babies are born each year, of which about 12
million are doomed to die prematurely. This is one reason why
such authorities on population policy as Professor Virginia
Abernathy of Vanderbilt University warn against ‘inappropri-
ate aid [which] actively harms intended beneficiaries, because
it neutralises environmental signs that would otherwise alert
individuals to the need to limit child bearing. The proper
scope of assistance is narrow: facilitating access to modern
contraception’.

A case in point is the nation of Bangladesh, which in its so-
year existence has lost some 600,000 people to typhoons and
other natural disasters, because a rapid population expansion
(from fewer than so million to more than 120 million) has
forced people to settle on flood-prone or otherwise marginal
lands. This prompted the government of Bangladesh to put in
place an aggressive family planning programme, so far credit-

“The UN predicts that population
could double in the next 5o years.’

ed with preventing another 20 million unwanted births. That
point of view is a radical departure from the official US aid
policy, which, under pressure from the Catholic Church and
various ‘pro-life’ groups, withholds contributions to any relief
organisation advocating birth control.

One could have hoped that other ‘developing’ countries,
which have seen their populations double or triple in the past
half century, would have had the foresight to institute similar
policies. A prime example is Ethiopia, where millions of peo-
ple are now threatened with starvation — just 16 years after
another devastating famine laid waste that country and its
neighbours on the Horn of Africa. Instead of learning from
past experiences, the government of Ethiopia has chastised
Western nations for not responding fast enough to its pleas for
international aid. But sadly, many people in the West suffer
from what might be termed ‘image fatigue’ — you can only cry
wolf or show pictures of starving children so many times
before the public becomes inured to your pleas.

As the Nobel Laureate Dr Albert Schweitzer put it: ‘Man
has lost his capacity to foresee and forestall. He will end by
destroying the Earth.’

The Crow is a mouthpiece for thinkers with individual and strong views. This month, the role of The Crow was taken by Gard Binney.
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